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The  foundin g of Pragu e Universit y in 1348 by the Empero r Charle s IV 
was alread y preceede d by efforts for th e establishmen t of a College by 
Wenze l II , th e son of Přemys l Ottoka r IL However , since Wenzel' s plan s 
were frustrate d by the resistanc e of th e aristocracy , and at tha t time no 
Bohemia n Stat e Chancellr y existed, th e deed of foundatio n was prepare d 
in th e Emperor' s Chancellry . The foundatio n began therefor e as a Univer -
sity of the Hol y Roma n Empire , an d no t of the Stat e of Bohemia . 

Eleven patent s prepare d on 7th April, 1348, with some exceptiona l legal 
Contents , amon g the m th e Universit y patent , show clearly tha t th e Stat e of 
Bohemi a was no t at all exclude d from th e Hol y Roma n Empire , accordin g to 
Charles ' conception , but a privileged par t of it. The author , Cano n Nikolau s 
Sorte s from Laon , modelle d th e Dee d of Foundatio n on thos e prepare d by 
Frederi c II for Naple s Universit y and Conra d IV for Salerno . Although th e 
co-operatio n of the Pop e is no t mentione d in th e Deed , Clemen s VI did take 
par t in th e preliminar y discussions . H e sanctione d th e introductio n of a 
"studium generale" , tha t is, the foundatio n of th e University , and declare d 
the academi e degrees gäined in Pragu e valid for the whole of Christendom . 
Pari s as "Magister University" , with divisiions accordin g to faculty, and 
Bologne as "Scholar s University" , with divisions accordin g to nationality , 
could have served only indirectl y as example s for Prague , where both prin -
ciples were combined . The professors were unite d accordin g to thei r fa-
cult y (Theology , Law, Medicine , Art) while th e studen t body was arrange d 
accordin g to thei r nationa l regions . 

The rising nationa l and clerica l dispute s were mirrore d in th e universit y 
life of Prague . The Kuttenber g Decre e of 1409 eliminate d th e equa l rights 
of the four nation s which were tili the n represented , Bohemi a no w havin g 
thre e votes, and th e other s only one , in universit y affairs. As a result , a 
large par t of the Germa n universit y populatio n left Pragu e and founde d a 
ne w College in Leipzig. 

After the acquisitio n of Bohemi a by the Hapsburg s a ne w College was 
establishe d in 1562 by Ferdinan d I in th e Jesui t St. Clemence , while th e 
old Carolin e Universit y was protestant . In 1654 Ferdinan d II I unite d th e 
two Colleges and gave the universit y th e nam e Carolo-Ferdinandea , which 
it held tili 1918. The origina l teachin g language , Latin , gave way almost 
completel y after 1784 to German , but in 1848 th e supremae y of thi s language 
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was annulled. The number of lectures given in the Czech language increased 
considerably after 1860, and in 1882 the university and its property was 
divided into two parts, German and Czech. After the founding of the C.S.R. 
the Czechoslovakian part was named „Universitas Carolina". 

T H E H I S T O R Y O F G E R M A N L A W I N T H E 

B O H E M I A N C O U N T R I E S 

Hans Hirsch 

The histpry of law offers no support to the hypothesis that some Ger-
manic elements remained in the Bohemian countries and had any great 
influence on the law of the Slavs, or on their political and legal Organisa-
tion. It would also be wrong to infer from the similarity of the legal institu-
tions in Bohemia and in the German Reich an German influence, since the 
Slavs, belonging to the Indo-european family, have some cultural charac-
teristics in common with the Germanic tribes—the law systém, for example. 
This can be seen by comparing early Germanic Laws with the Ruskoje 
Pravda of the 12th Century. 

The German immigrants of the Middle Ages were the first to introduce 
German Law into the Slav countries. The first evidence of a particular 
legal position of the Germans in Bohemia is the granting of franchise by 
Duke Sobieslaus in 1178, which can be traced back to an older privilege of 
Wratislav II in the second half of the l l th Century. The granting of fran-
chise to the German commercial and craftsman Community in the Prague-
Vorburg, did not yet mean civic law, though through it the German Com-
munity became a municipality. These German civic rights protected the 
Citizens from denationalization in foreign surroundings and were at the 
same Urne the first adjustment of national minority problems on Bohemian 
ground. 

Parallel to German civic law in the towns, the rights of the German sett-
lers in the country developed under the significant name "jus teutonicum", 
Feudal law or "jus civile". It was the law of free inheritance derived from 
the "Precarie" whereby the duration of the lease of the land was unlimited. 
This meant the legal duties of the settlers were not very significant and 
were confined to the paying of materiál dues. In the course of time this 
German law also influenced favourably the Slav Village-Law towards more 
free Standards of right. 

The German town Settlements in the Bohemian countries adopted modeis 
of Law from the German Reich, so that the history of Bohemian Civic Law 
could be called a feature of the history of German Law. The north Bohe-
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