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On the strength of older treatises (among others those of Siegfried 
Grotefend, Karl Wild, and Paul Schoeffel) and through the use of the 
relative collections of documents in the Nuernberg Archives, the author 
shows in his study of part of it, námely the Bohemian Leases, the admirably 
.clever and resolute territorial policy of King Charles IV. His aim was to 
build an expandable connection between Bohemia, the important towns on 
the Main and Rhein, and his private properties in Luxemburg, and to this 
end his policy was to acquire all the official positions, Castles, properties, 
mortgages, leases and tolls in that area. 

The most important of these leases from the Bohemian Crown was Ober-
pfalz, which originated from the Wittelsbach crown and family properties 
and the Bacharach marriage contract of 1349, and grew particularly through 
the leases of 1353. The author investigates, through some examples, how, 
under what legal titles, and for whom the rights were acquired in this 
region by Charles IV. 

Besides civic-irights (which brought disadvantages for the local knights), 
the granting of capital courts and prerogatives, purchases and pledges played 
an important role. Where the necessary agreement for this development of 
his power was not directly given by the Electors, Charles worked with very 
subtle transactions of Feudal Law, as in the acquisition of properties where 
he put his son Wenzel to the fore, and later these acquisitions (Heidings-
feld Castle and the village of Prichsendorf, which was granted civic rights) 
coming to his Charge. WenzeTs compensation for leasing his Allodia "volun-
tarily" was the transformation of the mortgage deeds of Heidingsfeld and 
Mainbernheim into State leases, with the agreement of the Electors. Practi-
cally, this meant the leases became Wenzel's indisputable property, and in 
the end profited Charles' territorial policy. 

On grounds of the rather uncertain expression "Bohemian Leases of the 
Reich" the author pursues further the legal development of these Bohemian 
titles outside Bohemia, treats shortly the dissentions which arose with the 
acquisition of Luxemburg property by the Hapsburgs, and finally speaks of 
the role of the Bohemian Leases in the Oberpfalz during the Landshut suc-
cession dispute of 1503. 
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The Bohemia n Crown guarde d th e rights of th e leases very well after-
wards, especially with regard to th e formatio n of troop s and mortgag e pay-
ments . Even after th e battl e of th e "Weissen Berg" th e sovereignt y of Ober -
pfalz leases played an importan t politica l and confessiona l role . Nuernber g 
in particula r was affected. 

No t unti l 1805, with Article 15 of th e Pressbur g Peac e Treaty , were th e 
Bohemia n Leases in th e Germa n Reich eliminated , and throug h tha t th e re-
main s of Charle s IV's territoria l policy. 

R E C O R D S O F T H E N A T I O N A L A R C H I V E 

( S T A A T S A R C H I V ) A M B E R G R E G A R D I N G 

R E L A T I O N S B E T W E E N B A V A R I A A N D B O H E M I A 

Heribert Sturm 

The record s of the Nationa l Archive Amberg represen t a good exampl e 
of th e fact that , even nowadays , historica l researc h concernin g Bohemia n 
Countrie s ma y well be supplied with various record s despit e insufficien t 
materiá l from special local sources . The immediat e neighJbourhoo d of th e 
Uppe r Palatinat e to Bohemi a no t only resulte d in close continuou s relation s 
between th e neighbourin g countrie s and thei r people s but also necessitate d 
keepin g in constan t touc h with th e Governmen t in Pragu e and , especially, 
with th e Bohemia n state s (Landstände) . The record s of the Nationa l Archive 
Amberg no t only disclose th e relation s between th e two countrie s resultin g 
from thei r geographica l Situation , considerin g variou s border-incident s 
which played no little par t throughou t centuries , but also territorial  Inte -
gratio n as constitute d by th e Bohemia n leases in th e Uppe r Palatinat e an d 
Uppe r Palatinat e leases in Bohemia . 

Endeavour s to achieve good neighbourl y relations , repeatedl y expressed 
by th e Uppe r Palatinate , are proved by.th e fact tha t all correspondenc e 
between th e two countrie s was chiefly held in Germa n and only th e Govern -
men t of th e Kingdo m of Bohemia , aristocrat s an d farář town s mad e occasio -
na l use of th e Czech language , addin g Germa n translations , if Latin was no t 
ušed as in some cases. Man y such correlation s are individuall y eviden t from 
comprehensiv e correspondenc e of th e electora l governmen t at Amberg, 
authoritie s of the Uppe r Palatinate , th e electora l governmen t of Sulzbach , 
the landgraviat e of Leuchtenberg , and othe r former Offices in th e region of 
the presen t distric t governmen t of th e Uppe r Palatinate , with authoritie s in 
Bohemia , private individuals , noble s and towns . Informatio n regardin g 
economi c relation s between the Uppe r Palatinat e and Bohemi a ma y also be 
expecte d from the Amberg archives . A correlatin g amalgamatio n of th e 
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