
Uppe r Palatinat e minin g industr y with its steel-mills , especially in the 
region of Amberg, and the mining-district s of north-wes t Bohemi a existed 
and is recorde d in the archives . The functio n of the Uppe r Palatinat e as a 
countr y of transi t for Bohemia n trad e led to the repeate d correspondenc e 
between various Offices and th e archive s are able to give instan t Informa -
tion abou t th e lively commercia l activities . This, however , is no t only 
disclosed by th e clerica l record s of th e individua l custom-house s but also, 
primarily , by man y record s filed in various place s regardin g confiscatio n 
and pilferage of merchandise , road-fees , escorts , and so on . 

The Nationa l Archive Amberg also provide s Informatio n relatin g to th e 
time of th e Reformatio n and Counter-reformatio n durin g Which part s of th e 
Uppe r Palatinat e were divided owing to different confession s such as th e 
Luthera n Church , Catholicis m and Calvinism . In addition , ther e were ever-
changin g condition s in neighbourin g Bohemi a and thu s boťh countrie s be-
cam e place s of exile for like-minde d people . Furthennore , ther e are frequen t 
record s regardin g arme d riots , troop-movements , accommodatio n of mili-
tar y unit s and similar incident s of pre- and post-wa r time s which give de-
tailed and origina l informatio n as to th e relation s of th e Uppe r Palatinat e 
and Bohemia . 

Finally , in a brief summary , thos e item s of the Archive Amberg are espe-
cially note d which have a bearin g on th e presen t subject . 

T H E E C O N O M I C I M P O R T A N C E O F B O H E M I A 

A N D M O R A V I A AS R E F L E C T E D I N T H E 

A U S T R I A N T R A D E S T A T I S T I C S (1790 — 1839) 

Gustav Otruba 

Unde r th e Empres s MariaTheresi a th e first trad e statistic s of th e Austrian 
Monarch y were issued in 1778. Howeve r th e trad e activitie s of th e different 
countrie s of th e crown were no t yet considered . The first statistic s dealin g 
with th e various countrie s did no t appea r unti l 1790, th e year of th e Empero r 
Josef II' s death , and the y continue d tili 1839. After thi s dat e th e printe d 
report s no longer také int o accoun t th e share of th e different countrie s in 
impor t and export . In th e Centur y following th e Treat y of Westphali a no t 
Bohemi a but Silesia was th e importan t industria l and tradin g countr y of th e 
Monarchy . No t unti l th e loss of Silesia was Austria forced to industrializ e 
Bohemi a and Lower Austria systematioally . 

By the deat h of Josef II Bohemi a was the most importan t exportin g coun -
try of the Monarch y (5.7 Mill . fl.), While Lower Austria had th e highest im-
por t rat e (11.4 Mill . fl.). It is characteristi c of the developmen t between 1790 
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and 1839 that Lower Austria, Bohemia's main industrial competitor, in-
creased its export twelve times during this period, while only doubling its 
import, whereas Bohemia only trebled its export, increasing its import by 
one and a half; also, comparing the export trade of all the countries of the 
Monarchy Bohemia shows a considerable lagging. Between 1790 and 1839 
the whole import of the Monarchy rose by 325°/o, the share of Bohemia by 
140%. The wohle export rose by 569%, Bohemia's share only by 224%. 
Despite this retarded development the country remained almost con-
tinuously an important factor in the export trade balance, remaining a 
dependable support to Austrian economic development. 

In determining the trends of Bohemian economics it is instructive that 
according to the Customs reports of 1830 and 1839 Bohemia had practically 
no economic connections with Hungary and Transilvania, whereas Moravia 
in 1839 was linked to these countries with a quarter of its import customs 
and two thirds of its export customs. The author assumes as cause for the 
weaker economic development of Bohemia, particularly When compared 
with that of Lower Austria, the conservatism of the Bohemian industry. The 
wool industry often still worked with old methods, and the introduction of 
the steam-engine was delayed by the abundance of natural water-power. In 
making Triest also Bohemia's port Maria Theresia damaged the natural 
trade connection with the northwest (Hamburg). It was only after the con-
struction of the North-Southern Railway (began 1941) that this unhealthy 
trade Situation changed. After 1848 the Bohemian industries were modernized. 

T H E B E G I N N I N G O F I N D U S T R I A L I Z A T I O N 

I N T H E B O H E M I A N C O U N T R I E S 

Herbert Hassinger 

The Industrialization of the Bohemian Countries which was pursued up 
tili the end of the 19th Century mainly showes features characteristic to 
those of Central Europe, making only slow progress until the middle of the 
19th Century. Since the 17th Century there was a preceding period of manu-
facturing establishments which developed from old export enterprises and, 
from the 18th Century, became known as factories. Old and modern teoh-
niques both remained in existence side by side for a considerable time. 
Bohemian countries were chiefly leading in the industrialization of the 
Hapsburg Monarchy. This was due, in the first place, to activities of the 
aristocracy and immigrated investors and, secondly, to those of German Citi-
zens. The most important textile trade, expecially the production of linen 
in the region of the surrounding highlands, became mechanized much later 
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