
Germans , with Kar l Renne r als Chancello r and Foreig n Minister . Minister s 
of Stat e Igna z Seipel, Rudol f Rame k and Ritte r von Streeruwit z were also of 
Sudete n Germa n origin . 

Unde r th e Dollfuss-regim e can be seen a distinc t decreas e in th e Sudete n 
Germa n elemen t in th e Government , almos t th e same being tru e of th e 
Schuschnig g Government . Wherea s since th e foundin g of th e Secon d Re-
publik in 1945, politi cian s of Sudete n Germa n origin, Juliu s Raab , Rein -
har d Kamitz , Theodo r Koerner , Adolf Schaerf , appea r again in th e fore-
ground . As alread y before 1918, th e numibe r of Sudete n Gerrnan s in high 
militar y position s is considerable . Amon g other s Theodo r Koerner , Rudol f 
Materna , Rober t Martineck , th e invento r of th e „Zielspinne" , and Juliu s 
Ringel , Genera l of th e Mountaintroop s should be mentioned . 

T H E F O R T R E S S B O H E M I A , A P H A N T O M A N D I T S 

R E L A T I O N T O T H E S U D E T E N C O U N T R I E S 

Karl Ad. S edlmey er 

In th e opinio n of the autho r th e repeatedl y used concept s "Fortres s Bo-
hemia " and "Bohemia n Valley", althoug h based on old traditiona l descrip -
tion s — the y can be found alread y in th e secon d chapte r of the Chronicl e 
of Cosma s of Pragu e (1045—1125) — do no t correspon d to geographica l 
reality . 

The first schola r who oppose s these erroneou s ideas was C o u n t A 1 -
b r e c h t v o n R o o n (late r to becom e Prussia n Chie f of Staff), who in 1847 
stresses th e varied formatio n of th e Bohemia n and Moravia n hilly countr y 
and th e Moravia n mountains . He considere d Bohemi a as a countr y of Valleys 
only "in so far as it contain s several relatively small extende d hollo w de-
pression s divided by woode d mountai n ridges". Similarly , J. Kutze n („Da s 
deutsch e Land" , Breslau 1880), attack s th e definitio n "Valley" an d calls Bo-
hemi a mor e aptly a step like, or terrace d country , in its interio r mostl y 
uneve n an d ascendin g from the North-East , to th e South-West . 

Hug o Hassinger , mor e in accor d with the "Valley" concept , divides Bo-
hemi a in his work „Di e Tschechoslovakei " (1925), int o thre e section s — th e 
Elbe Valley in the north , th e Molda u Platea u in th e south , and alon g th e 
sides of both th e woode d mountains . With the beginnin g of a new epoch 
in moder n geograph y C a r l K o ř i s t k a and H u g o H a s s i n g e r tried 
to determin e th e natura l landscape . The concep t "Sudete n Countries " — 
appearin g in Literatuř e for the first time in 1843 — is introduce d int o geo-
graph y by A1 e x a n d e r S u p a n in 1889. H e understand s by it th e Bohe-
mian Elbe region with the Austrian granit e plateau , and exclude s the March -
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Oder region. F r a n z J e s s e r , and after him F r i t z M a c h a t s c h e k 
in his geography of the Sudeten and West Carpathian Countries (Stuttgart, 
1927), used the expression very generally for the Crown countries of Bo-
hemia, Moravia, and Silesia, while the expression "Sudeten-German", 
coined by Jesser in 1902, became known through Dr. Karl Renner in St. 
Germain as an official diplomatic conception. 

Finally the author in his turn divides the Sudeten countries — Bohemia, 
Moravia, and Silesia — into ten prinoiple areas, and points out that this 
"Physical-geographical mosaic" helped to conserve the tribal characteristics 
of the Germans in the Sudeten countries. It was only through a common 
political fate that these became, as a unity, a political concept. The tempe-
rament of the Slavs in these regions was also influenced by the geographi-
cal differences of the land, so that the geographical variety of the land-
scape created, and at the same time conserved, the mosaic of its inhabitants' 
characteristics. 

T H E C A R L S B A D S P R I N G S 

A N D T H E I R R E L A T I O N T O T H E T H E R M A L R E G I O N S 

O F N O R T H W E S T E R N B O H E M I A 

Otto Mi chl er 

After exhaustively analyzing the different older and newer theories 
dealing with the Carlsbad minerál Springs, the author states his own theory. 
The structure of the landscape belies the conclusion that the Springs of this 
region originale in a so-called thermal fissure, as tili now the conviction 
was, for the assumed direction of this fissure deviates by 20 degrees from 
the varistic main direction of the region. The author assumes the contact of 
two kinds of granite of different epochs (Hirschensprung granite and Kreuz-
berg granite). He rejects also the hypothesis of v. Hoff that a great explo-
sion oceurred on the first appearance of the spring. The well itself is a 
mixture of gas and water, not only a water spring. 

An essential clue to the origin of the thermal waters was given in 1906 
by the digging of the Marien Wells in Koenigswert near Falkenau (15 km 
west of Carlsbad) Which severely disturbed the flow of the Springs. All 
the Carlsbad Springs are of homogeneous origin, being contactsprings ori-
ginating in the zone of contact between the old Hirschensprung granite and 
the Kreuzberg granite. 
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