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After a survey of the landscape and climate of the area dealt with, which 
influenced the Czech and German land settlement, and a short reference to 
the conditions of settlement in the pre-Germanic and Germanic period, the 
author shows that only the Elbe area around Leitmeritz, Aussig and Tet-
schen belongs to the regions settled earliest by the Czechs, with Czech 
settlement advancing at first slowly from the South and the West. With 
the help of Czech place-names the area of Czech settlement is marked out, 
and at the samé time a certain temporal stratification is attempted. The 
older Czech place-name types are found in the south of the area under dis-
cussion. In the 13th Century the contact began with German land settlement, 
which had already started north of the bordering mountain chám in the 12th 
and early 13th Century. The presence of German townspeople can be esta-
blished earliest for Leitmeritz, since 1235. A number of other towns and 
market-towns follow from the middle of the 13th Century on, and in a 
number of cases the activity of German locators can be well observed. An 
examination is made of the juxtaposition of the two peoples, where they 
lived together. Town foundations and the elevation to town status contin-
ue from the 13th into the 20th century, with a certain order being un-
mistakeable in the temporal succession in the first period. Where German 
peasant villages arose at the samé time around the towns, where, in other 
words, the latter were the economic centers for districts where the Ger-
mans were clearing the land, German nationality was preserved beyond 
the Hussite period. Others in Czech surroundings partly lost their German 
Council majority already before 1400. From the Hussite period on Leitme-
ritz became Czech. 

In order to be able to examine more dosely the juxtaposition of the two 
peoples ihan the existing historical sources permit, the area of distribution 
of Czech place-names is compared with that of the German ones. They 
prevail on both sides of the lower Pölzen River and to the north of it, in-
cluding the Rumburg and Friedland tip. Here Germans cleared the land 
„out of the green root." The first names ušed for the place-names, which 
probably reach back into the 13th century, belong to this period, as a com-
parison with the personal names appearing in the documents shows. The 
names of saints which were newly coming into use appear in a proportion 
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correspondin g to thi s period . It follows tha t Germa n „Waldhufen " villages 
arose in rapid succession in th e decade s after 1250. In thei r manne r of for-
mation , th e Germa n place-name s belon g int o th e great Germa n settlemen t 
region nort h of th e Erz- , Lausitzer - and Isergebirge . Th e perio d in which 
place-name s of Czech origin were take n over int o Germa n — whethe r be-
fore or after 1320 — can be determine d from thei r phoneti c form. 

Th e „mixe d names" , in which a Czech persona l nam e is combine d with 
a Germa n root , or a Germa n persona l nam e with a Czech suffix, accom -
pan y th e living togethe r of th e two people s in a mixed zone ; of cours e th e 
Czech vemacula r of th e Pragu e Offices introduce d after th e Hussit e Wars 
has to be take n int o consideration . I t follows tha t a mixed zon e precede s 
th e formatio n of a stable language border . Thes e observation s can be 
supplemente d by th e field-names , if it can be shown where an d when Czech 
field-name s cam e int o Germa n before c. 1320, ho w Germa n and Czech 
field-name s were distribute d in villages and districts , an d where ther e are 
no Czech field-name s at all. A percentag e of c. 5—6 accompanie s th e borde r 
of Germa n land settlemen t where it becam e fixed in th e Hussit e age. 

Persona l name s represen t an importan t sourc e — both th e Christia n an d 
th e rising family names . Insigh t is gained int o th e problem s by comparin g 
th e namin g of town s and villages tha t are demonstrabl y Czech with thos e 
tha t are German . The Czechizatio n of name s in th e mixed zon e or at th e 
language borde r can thereb y also be observed. If thes e name s in th e sour-
ces of th e pre-Hussit e an d post-Hussit e period s are ušed — with th e nu-
merou s name s of witnesses in th e document s pertainin g to boundar y dis-
pute s being of particula r value — th e evidenc e of th e document s and of 
th e researc h on place-name s and field-name s can be supplemented . A ne w 
land settlemen t can be discerne d since th e 16th century . which was car-
ried out mainl y with th e forces available from th e older settled land . Ther e 
thu s develope d in th e cours e of th e 17th and 18th centurie s a stable lan-
guage border , which remaine d unti l 1945. Th e result s of th e Hussit e Wars 
were grave onl y in th e interio r of Bohemia , no t on th e periphery , and were 
overestimate d on th e Germa n side. Som e development s had alread y 
previously begun . Th e ne w foundation s of th e 17th and 18th centurie s re-
maine d on a modes t scale and are connecte d with economi c conditions . In 
th e area s aroun d Auscha, Daub a and B. Aicha, which becam e Germa n at a 
relatively latě dáte , several loan-word s of Czech origin recal l th e former 
inhabitants . 

591 


