
nymy can prove that at least since the 12th century, Germans settled here 
on a larger scale. In the historical epoch, in the real sense of the word, 
especially under Margrave Diepold III at the beginning of the 12th cen
tury, it becomes clear that the Egerland, the provincia Egrensis, was an 
Imperial land belonging directly to the Hohenstaufens. 

B O H E M I A AND THE C O U N T S OF B O G E N 

Max Piendl 

Around the middle of the llth century there appeared in the eastem 
Danübe gau in place of the Babenbergers a family whose representatives 
exercised the rights of counts. Two Unes of this family have to be distin-
guished: the main line, whose representatives called themselves „Counts 
of Bogen" since the 12th century, and a secondary line which until its 
extinction in 1148 held the office of the Regensburg cathedral V o g t . 

Still in the waning llth century Count Aschwin of Bogen distinguished 
himself as victor over the invading Bohemians. Only a short time later, 
however, the relation between the Bohemian ruling house and the Counts 
of Bogen changed basically. The border location of the County of the 
House of Bogen became decisive for the initiation of kindred relations of 
this family and the Přemyslids, at the samé time, however, relations which 
did not remain without influence and results on the Bohemian as well as 
the Bavarian side. In 1094 Duke Břetislaw II of Bohemia married Luitgard, 
the sister of Count Albert of Bogen. In 1124 Duke Wladislaw I gave the 
cathedral V o g t Friedrich IV the nand of his daughter Swatawa in mar
riage. The most important family connection between the Přemyslids and 
the House of Bogen is considered the marriage of Count Albert III of Bogen 
with Ludmilla, the daughter of Duke Friedrich. 

Many favors were bestowed upon the Bogen house-monastery Windberg 
as a result of the close connections between the Counts of Bogen and the 
Bohemian neighbour. Bishops of Olmütz carried out the consecration of 
churches in Windberg; the rieh landholdings of Windberg in Bohemia came 
from a donation of Wladislaw II, conslsting of Albrechtsried, Miltschitz, 
Janowitz and Wojtitz. 

In close connection with the marriage of Count Albert III with the Bo
hemian Ludmilla (around 1184) is Albert III's enfeoffment with the wooded 
border area from the upper Wottawa and the Angel to the area of the 
source of the Wolinka, an area whose chief place was Schüttenhofen. 
From the House of Bogen an extensive settlement and clearing activity was 
conducted in the Bohemian area of feudal tenure. In the southeast Winter-
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berg was a further center of settlement, corresponding to Schüttenhofen. 
It is obvious that the Bogeners brought peasants from their Bavarian terri
tory into the Bohemian wooded area. The origins of the German population 
in the Schüttenhofen and Winterberg areas can without doubt be traced 
back to the work of colonization of the Counts of Bogen. 

With the death of Count Albert IV the family of the Counts of Bogen 
died out. After protracted disputes the Bavarian duke had to give up the 
former Bohemian feudal territory of Schüttenhofen in 1271. Through the 
good will of their sovereign the lower Bohemian nobility could now settle 
there and assume rule. The extinction of the Counts of Bogen brought to 
an end the good-neighbourly relations between the Bohemian ruling house 
and the adjacent Bavarian territory. 

A L B E R T V O N S E E B E R G 

Karl Beer f 

The family connections between the Přemyslids and the German prince-
ly houses also had political effects. The close relations of the Přemyslids 
in particular with the lands lying north of Bohemia brought about not 
only a strong bourgeois and peasant migration to Bohemia but also the 
immigration of aristocratic families. Among these, Albert von Seeberg 
holds an especially prominent position. He descended from the family of 
the burgraves of Leisnig, one of the most powerful and distinguished aris
tocratic families of the Mark of Meissen, which was probably of Franco-
nian origin. 

In the sequence of witnesses to contracts he is repeatedly placed under 
or next to the highest dignitaries of the land, and he had close relations 
with the Witigones, the lords of Dauba and Leipa, the Riesenburgers, the 
Schönburgers, and others. Albert's mother probably descended from the 
house of Dauba. The first documentary mention of him was in the year 1277. 
He soon succeeded in acquiring, in addition to the property which he held 
in his old Meissen homeland, extensive property holdings in Bohemia. The 
ancestral castle of Seeberg, which he probably built and after which he 
named himself, is situated on the slope of the Erzgebirge, on the edge of 
the fertile Biela gau and was probably the center of his northwest Bohe
mian properties. Already for 1290 there is evidence that the town and 
castle of Bilin, as well as villages in the Brüx and Saaz region, were in his 
nand. From 1277 to 1292 Albert was also burgrave of Kaaden. Temporarily 
the Seeberger established a footing in the Elbogen district. The Tachau 
Land represented a further important base of Albert in Bohemia. 
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