
berg was a further center of settlement, corresponding to Schüttenhofen. 
It is obvious that the Bogeners brought peasants from their Bavarian terri
tory into the Bohemian wooded area. The origins of the German population 
in the Schüttenhofen and Winterberg areas can without doubt be traced 
back to the work of colonization of the Counts of Bogen. 

With the death of Count Albert IV the family of the Counts of Bogen 
died out. After protracted disputes the Bavarian duke had to give up the 
former Bohemian feudal territory of Schüttenhofen in 1271. Through the 
good will of their sovereign the lower Bohemian nobility could now settle 
there and assume rule. The extinction of the Counts of Bogen brought to 
an end the good-neighbourly relations between the Bohemian ruling house 
and the adjacent Bavarian territory. 

A L B E R T V O N S E E B E R G 

Karl Beer f 

The family connections between the Přemyslids and the German prince-
ly houses also had political effects. The close relations of the Přemyslids 
in particular with the lands lying north of Bohemia brought about not 
only a strong bourgeois and peasant migration to Bohemia but also the 
immigration of aristocratic families. Among these, Albert von Seeberg 
holds an especially prominent position. He descended from the family of 
the burgraves of Leisnig, one of the most powerful and distinguished aris
tocratic families of the Mark of Meissen, which was probably of Franco-
nian origin. 

In the sequence of witnesses to contracts he is repeatedly placed under 
or next to the highest dignitaries of the land, and he had close relations 
with the Witigones, the lords of Dauba and Leipa, the Riesenburgers, the 
Schönburgers, and others. Albert's mother probably descended from the 
house of Dauba. The first documentary mention of him was in the year 1277. 
He soon succeeded in acquiring, in addition to the property which he held 
in his old Meissen homeland, extensive property holdings in Bohemia. The 
ancestral castle of Seeberg, which he probably built and after which he 
named himself, is situated on the slope of the Erzgebirge, on the edge of 
the fertile Biela gau and was probably the center of his northwest Bohe
mian properties. Already for 1290 there is evidence that the town and 
castle of Bilin, as well as villages in the Brüx and Saaz region, were in his 
nand. From 1277 to 1292 Albert was also burgrave of Kaaden. Temporarily 
the Seeberger established a footing in the Elbogen district. The Tachau 
Land represented a further important base of Albert in Bohemia. 
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He came to Bohemia at a time when the settlement of the land was still 
in progress, and he took an active part in this settlement, thus following 
the example of his ancestors. Castle-building, the laying out of villages 
and probably also the development of the town of Tachau can be traced 
back to nim. In so doing he was, in keeping with the spirit of his time, far 
from pursuing national goals. The bearers of the mediaeval Eastern coloni
zation thought in supranational terms, just as the Empire and the then ex-
tremely influtential Church were supranational. Nevertheless, the result of 
this settlement of the land was an extension of the area of German settle
ment. 

Albert identified himself wholly with the higher nobility of his new 
homeland, and took part in its efforts in the sphere of power politics, even 
when at the beginning of the Luxembourg period these were clearly aimed 
at the Germans who had come into the land. 

Into his old age Albert remained a fighter by nature; he died in 1321. 
He took part in rebellious activity against three of the six kings whom he 
experienced, in the foreground of political life. The alleged encroachment 
of his right let him rebel against Otokar II and Wenceslas II, the attain-
ment of increased power of the Estates, against King John and wis wife. 

W O K V O N R O S E N B E R G 

Adolf Wagner 

With Wok von Rosenberg, one of the most important vassals of the 
great Bohemian king Přemysl Otokar II, we touch upon an ever acute 
European problém, which up to the present day has found no definitive 
Solution which is just to all those involved: Bohemia as the conscious home
land of its Czech and German-speaking inhabitants. 
Descending from the mighty family of the Witigones, which came from the 
area of Vilshofen in Lower Bavaria, by way of the Upper Austrian Mühel
land, to Bohemia, and rose there in an unbelievably short time to power 
and influence, he combined political far-sightedness and diplomatic talent 
with deep insight into economic necessities and with an iron will, accom-
panied by great skill, to clear the land and settle his extensive landholdings. 
Above all, however, was his unchanging loyalty to his king, among whose 
closest confidants he was already counted when the latter still as margrave 
directed the destiny of Moravia, and whom he served later as first judex 
provinciae (comparable to the position of the present-day Landeshaupt
mann) of the young land of Upper Austria, as chief burgrave of the King-
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