
dorn of Bohemia, and finally, until his sudden death in Graz on June 3, 
1262, as capitaneus, or Landeshauptmann of the Duchy of Styria. 

That, however, which makes him appear so important particularly to our 
time that we make a special point of commemorating the seven hundredth 
anniversary of his death is his untiring effort to help his king build from 
Bohemia a Central European kingdom, which as an integral part of the 
Holy Roman Empire was also an integral part of the countries settled by 
the Slavs between the Baltic Sea and the Mediterranean. 

Through the large-scale colonization and settlement, using the most 
modern methods of the time, that he instituted on his landed property, 
which stretched as far as Upper Austria, Moravia and Silesia, he played a 
decisive role in shaping its face up to the present Przemysl Otokar also 
duly valued the Services of this faithful follower, and was not stingy with 
bestowals of additional rieh lands and the granting of important rights, as 
the enfeoffment with the County of Raabs in Lower Austria, for example, 
shows. 

H I S T O R I C A L F A C T S A B O U T P I L L O W - L A C E 
M A K I N G I N T H E B O H E M I A N E R Z G E B I R G E 

Siegfried Sieber 

From about 1561 on pillow-lace making spread from Annaberg in the 
Saxon Erzgebirge not only on the Saxon side, but was also taken up ra-
pidly by women and girls among the mountain-dwellers in the Bohemian 
mountain villages. Around 1600 St. Joachimsthal was an important lace-
making place, and its traders marketed their wares by way of Prague, 
where Saxon lace-sellers also traveled. There were many lace-dealers 
among the Exulants who fled to Saxony around 1660. Girls from Bohemian 
villages made lace-work for merchants from Annaberg, and for a long time 
Bohemian and Saxon lace-making were very closely connected. Lace-deal-
ers were at first peddlers with „lace knapsacks", and later were fox the 
most part the most respected merchants in the small mountain towns. Their 
trade connections extended to Hungary and Tirol, but also „into the Em-
pire." Thousands of women and girls worked for them for low wages. In 
the 18th century Graslitz and Neudek were leading places for lace. In 
aecordance with mercantilist ideas, Maria Theresa promoted lace-making 
through bounties, encouraged the establishment of lace-making schools, 
sent for a mistress of this craft from the Hapsburg Netherlands, and had a 
manufactory established in Prague. Lists for the year 1786 reveal large 
numbers of lace-makers for most of the mountain districts and many indi-
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vidual villages. After the loss of the Netherlands, Austria tried to domes-
ticate Brüssels lace. Twenty-two girls from the Erzgebirge were trained 
in Vienna, and they established lace-making schools in their home villages. 
By 1818 there were fifteen schools. Brussels-type pillow-lace was made in 
ten larger places from Graslitz to Kupferberg, and needle-point lace was 
made in Gossengrün. Flax cultivation and flax dressing were supposed to 
ensure fine thread. In 1822, however, the schools were dissolved, since 
cheap machine-made lace had in the meantime comeintouse.Inthestruggle 
against it, handmade lace tumed to silk lace. In 1845, in špite of extremely 
low wages, 31,731 lace-makers could still be counted, but the real number 
can be set much higher. From 1834 on the Graslitz lace school became im
portant, and girls from Gossengrün produced point lace in the Belgian 
style, just as many other mountain villages developed special styles. Much 
lace was delivered to Saxon merchants. Austria won prizes with Erzge
birge lace at international expositions, and its lace trade extended to Rus-
sia and America In 1905, 15,000 lace-makers were still recorded in the 
Bohemian mountain area. In 1920 Neudek, Graslitz, Sebastiansberg and 
Weipert were the main centers of the lace art. A statě school was in exist
ence from 1903 to 1918 in Vienna, and later in Prague. The First World 
War brought most severe hardships to the lace-makers. Afterwards there 
was a long period of prosperity. In 1945 thousands of Sudeten German lace-
makers brought their beloved lace bags with them into the Federal Repu-
blic. 

At the end some Information on the folklóre of the lace bag is presented, 
and the lace names as well as the customs of the lace-women are described. 

T H E S U D E T E N L A N D S A N D T H E G E R M A N W E S T 
I N THE M O D E R N ERA 

Adam Wandruszka 

To a greater degree than other European regions, the fate of the Sudeten 
lands has in the modern era been determined by military decisions: the 
Battle of Mohács (1526), the Battle of the White Mountain (1620), the Sile-
sian Wars and the Seven Years' War (1740—45, 1756—63), Königgrätz 
(1866), and the two World Wars. Even where the decisions were reached 
on Bohemian battlefields, the lands of the Crown of Wenceslas were much 
more the object than the subject of the contest, and even in the Bohemian 
uprising of 1618—20 the decision was finally brought about by foreign ar-
mies and generals. 

From the beginning the relations to the German West were very close. 
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