
fortunate chance. It was fought here bitterly, whereas the towns on the 
Betschwa and the central March more or less helplessly came to terms 
with the advancing Czech nationality. 

T H E P O N D S A N D T H E R E S E R V O I R S A S C L I M A T I C 
F A C T O R S I N T H E S U D E T E N L A N D S 

Karl. Ad. Sedlmeyer 

Before the Hussite Wars fishermen are mentioned as a separate occu-
pational group in some cities of the Sudeten lands near to which waters 
would hardly be encountered today that would justify such an occupation. 
A comparison of historical maps from the 18th century and the present 
clearly indicates a change in the pond areas of the Sudeten lands, and this 
is proven by the history of the ponds in this geographical area. The drain-
age of the ponds during the 19th century can be traced above all to four 
reasons: 1. the rise in grain prices, 2. the flourishing of improved sheep-
breeding, 3. the drop in fish prices, and finally 4. the increase in sugar-beet 
cultivation. This alteration of the pond areas resulted in a change of evapo-
ration and with it also in a change in the local precipitation conditions, 
which in turn influenced the structure of the landscape. The appended 
tables show clearly that the drainage of the ponds resulted in a tendency 
toward the development of steppes, corresponding to an increase in the 
air temperature. 

This change of the pond areas can also be detected in the amount of river 
drainage, námely in the "apparent" periods, which for the most part re-
flect human Intervention in the regulation of the water supply. The index 
of aridity best expresses the relation between precipitation and air tem-
perature. It was calculated for 122 stations and depicted cartographically. 
Next to these pond areas, which more or less go back to mediaeval fish 
hatcheries, there appear in recent times reservoirs in the course of the in-
creased industrialization of these lands. The changeable character of the 
water volume of the Moldau-Elbe and the March was a particular obstacle 
for the extensive industrialization of the Sudeten lands after 1945. In order 
to meet this obstacle, water reservoirs were laid out, representing a water 
area of 15,252 hectares with a water capacity of 1,963 million cubic meters. 
Although they comprise only one-fourth of the pond areas, they störe al-
most five times as much water as these did. 

The development of steppes introduced in the 19th Century by the drai-
nage of the ponds is being restricted in recent times by the establishment 
of reservoirs in the Sudeten lands, or is being perhaps completely elimi-
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nated Although the change from the oceanic and Pannonian-Continental 
climate in the Sudeten lands was intensified up to now, it has probably 
been rather balanced out through these dams. 

S U D E T E N G E R M A N S C H O L A R S A T THE 
U N I V E R S I T Y OF G R A Z 

Nikolaus von Preradovich 

On the occasion of the „Sudeten German Day" in Vienna on May 15, 
1959, the leading Austrian historian, Prof. Hugo Hantsch, who himself, as 
is well-known, comes from Teplitz-Schönau, read a páper entitled „The Re-
lations of the Sudeten Germans to the Austrian Universities." It was under-
standable that the scholar devoted himself particularly to his alma mater, 
the Rudolfina, and the other Viennese institutions of higher education. The 
present study brings, as a Supplement to this, an evalution of the German 
scholars at the Karl-Franzens-University of the Styrian capital. 

Already at an early time an important role was played at the University 
in Graz by Sudeten Germans, such as the Privy Councillor Prof. Josef Alois 
Jüstel from Leitmeritz or the Piarist and Professor of Philosophy Calasanz 
Likawetz, from Schinkau in Bohemia. Next to other important scientific 
celebrities — Johann Springer from Reichenau, Sales Appel from Lukow 
near Landskron, Johann Rotter from Braunau, or Josef Büdiinger from 
Groß-Olcow in Znaim district — special mention should be made of Moritz 
Körner, an uncle of the second president of the Second Austrian Republic, 
General Theodor Körner Edler von Siegringen, who was appointed Pro-
fessor of Pathology in Graz in 1863. Since it is impossible within the frame-
work of an article to evaluate all the professors of Sudeten German origin 
who taught at the Alma-Mater Graecensis, the author restricted himself to 
several of the numerous Sudeten German scientists who were especially 
prominent for their scientific or political activity. 

Detailed evaluation is devoted to: Gustav Franz Ritter von Schreiner, 
Professor for Political Sciences and member of parliament for many years, 
who came from Pressburg; Franz Xaver Ritter von Hlubek, Professor Ordi-
narius for Theory of Agriculture and politician, who was born in Chatit-
schan in Austrian Silesia; the physicist Anton Ritter Schrötter von Kristelli, 
son of a pharmacist from Olmütz; the geologist Karl Ferdinand Peters, who 
was born in Liebshausen Castle as the son of the director of estates there; 
the historian and director of the Provincial Library of Styria, Hans Zwie-
deneck Edler von Südenhorst, who was born in Graz as the son of a colonel 
of the artillery from Leitomischl, and who was the father of the famous 
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