
Munic h politica l economis t Ott o Zwiedenec k Edle r von Südenhorst ; th e 
importan t historiographe r Johan n Loserth , who was born in Fulne k in 
Moravi a and whose specia l interes t was in th e histor y of th e Bohemia n 
area ; th e chemis t Zdenk o Skraub , th e son of a cathedra l choirmaste r from 
Prague ; Anto n Meli , th e directo r of th e Styrian Provincia l Archives an d 
Professo r for Austrian History , who was born in Graz , but was th e son of 
an imperial-roya l officer who cam e from Königgrätz ; and lastly, but in his 
importanc e as Professo r Ordinariu s for Zoolog y by no mean s last, Kar l 
Ritte r von Frisch , whose family cam e from Hohenelbe , but who himsel f 
was born in Jungbunzlau . 

All comin g from th e Bohemian-Moravia n area , th e personalitie s name d 
were active as importan t academi e teacher s an d in numerou s cases as lea-
din g politician s in Styria . 

T H E S E C O N D C Z E C H O - S L O V Á K R E P U B L I C 
AS R E F L E C T E D I N C O N T E M P O R A R Y 

C Z E C H P R E S S O P I N I O N 

Otto Boss 

Th e Shor t tim e in which th e Secon d Czecho-Slova k Republi c existed, 
from Octobe r 1938 to Marc h 1939, represent s an interestin g period , no t 
onl y with regard to foreign policy, but also to domesti c politics , an d con -
stantl y offers th e historia n th e possibility of posin g new questions . 

Th e presen t stud y is based primaril y upo n th e Czech daily press of thes e 
six month s an d attempt s to show th e attitud e of joumalis m with respec t 
to th e manifol d question s and problem s of tha t time . 

Th e Munic h Agreemen t ha d plunge d th e residua l Czech stat ě int o a great 
erisis at hom e and with regard to its foreign policy. However , men could 
be found who tried to savé what could still be saved. In foreign policy 
the y aspired at first to strict neutralit y towar d both th e Western Power s 
as well as th e Axis. In domesti c politic s th e mai n problem s developed , on 
th e on e hand , in th e area of th e part y systém, which urgentl y require d 
reform , both in th e field of idea s and with regard to th e numbe r of partie s 
and th e replacement s in part y leadership ; on th e othe r hand , th e econom y 
of th e country , which ha d been seriously affected by th e cessions, require d 
reorganizatio n and a t th e samé tim e forced reconstruction ; finally, as a 
thir d factor , was th e clarificatio n of th e questio n of th e furthe r living to -
gethe r of th e Czech s an d th e Slovaks. 

Ther e are alread y studie s on all of thes e importan t point s which review 
th e stat ě of affairs on th e basis of ardiiva l materiá l an d memoirs . However , 

606 



no detailed evaluation has as yet been made of the attitude of the Czech 
press, which, without any doubt, decisively influenced the mood of the 
population. This investigation attempts to close this gap, as far as this is 
permitted by the newspaper materiál from this period, which is only in-
completely available in the West. 

It can be clearly discemed that the press was entirely aware of its im-
portant task in this time of transition and reorganization. In a concrete and 
temporally limited Situation it made an important contribution to prevent-
ing the decay of the domestic political structure. Immediately after the 
crisis it repeatedly kept the consciousness of the great sacrifices before 
the eyes of the people, and warned it to maintain composure and faith; 
it dropped the matter of the mistakes that had been committed, and was 
able to place the advantages of the limitation to a smaller area ahead of 
the disadvantages; in domestic affairs it propagated the simplification of the 
party systém, and the importance of the sensible Irving together of the 
Czechs, Slovaks, and Carpatho-Ukrainians, and appealed for a forced eco-
nomic development as the basis for the new statehood; it advised caution 
in foreign policy, neutrality, and incorporation into a new Mitteleuropa, 
and finally, referring to the principle of self-preservation, evenrecommend-
ed leaning upon the Third Reich. 

The study places emphasis on the treatment of these points, assuming 
that they were the most decisive ones in the period of transition, and as 
long as it had not yet become all too apparent that the days of the Second 
Republic would be numbered. 

O N T H E S O C I A L S T R U C T U R E O F T H E 
C O M M U N I S T P A R T Y O F C Z E C H O S L O V A K I A 

Heinrich Kuhn 

In the year 1958 every sixth Czech or Slovák over twenty years of age 
was a member of the Communist Party of Czechoslovakia (CPCS). In rela-
tion to the population of the country the CPCS is thus one of the strongest 
Communist parties of the world, since in the Soviet Union, for example, 
only every thirty-fifth inhabitant is a member of the party (CPSU). 

Before the Second World War the relative strength of the CPCS was 
quite different: The Communists played a considerable, but by no means 
outstanding, role in the political life of Czechoslovakia. This has changed 
fundamentally since 1945. 

However, the focus in this investigation is not on the history of how the 
Bolshevization of Czechoslovakia came about after 1945, but on the social 
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