
no detailed evaluation has as yet been made of the attitude of the Czech 
press, which, without any doubt, decisively influenced the mood of the 
population. This investigation attempts to close this gap, as far as this is 
permitted by the newspaper materiál from this period, which is only in-
completely available in the West. 

It can be clearly discemed that the press was entirely aware of its im-
portant task in this time of transition and reorganization. In a concrete and 
temporally limited Situation it made an important contribution to prevent-
ing the decay of the domestic political structure. Immediately after the 
crisis it repeatedly kept the consciousness of the great sacrifices before 
the eyes of the people, and warned it to maintain composure and faith; 
it dropped the matter of the mistakes that had been committed, and was 
able to place the advantages of the limitation to a smaller area ahead of 
the disadvantages; in domestic affairs it propagated the simplification of the 
party systém, and the importance of the sensible Irving together of the 
Czechs, Slovaks, and Carpatho-Ukrainians, and appealed for a forced eco-
nomic development as the basis for the new statehood; it advised caution 
in foreign policy, neutrality, and incorporation into a new Mitteleuropa, 
and finally, referring to the principle of self-preservation, evenrecommend-
ed leaning upon the Third Reich. 

The study places emphasis on the treatment of these points, assuming 
that they were the most decisive ones in the period of transition, and as 
long as it had not yet become all too apparent that the days of the Second 
Republic would be numbered. 

O N T H E S O C I A L S T R U C T U R E O F T H E 
C O M M U N I S T P A R T Y O F C Z E C H O S L O V A K I A 

Heinrich Kuhn 

In the year 1958 every sixth Czech or Slovák over twenty years of age 
was a member of the Communist Party of Czechoslovakia (CPCS). In rela-
tion to the population of the country the CPCS is thus one of the strongest 
Communist parties of the world, since in the Soviet Union, for example, 
only every thirty-fifth inhabitant is a member of the party (CPSU). 

Before the Second World War the relative strength of the CPCS was 
quite different: The Communists played a considerable, but by no means 
outstanding, role in the political life of Czechoslovakia. This has changed 
fundamentally since 1945. 

However, the focus in this investigation is not on the history of how the 
Bolshevization of Czechoslovakia came about after 1945, but on the social 
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backgroun d — th e politica l sociology of th e CPC S as a social an d political -
psychologica l phenomenon . Th e investigatio n is based on th e CPCS' s own 
dat a on th e social structur e of its member s mad e public from its foundatio n 
to th e present . Th e investigatio n as well as th e analysis of th e result s ha d 
to be carrie d ou t in two separat e sections : up to 1938 an d after 1945. U p to 
1938 relatively numerou s dat a of th e CPC S on thi s group of question s were 
published : for th e Communist s themselve s thi s perio d alread y represent s 
a developmen t which ha s becom e history . Onl y very few pre-wa r member s 
play a role in th e Part y today , althoug h man y of th e leadin g position s are 
still held by Part y veterans . Ever stronger , however , a ne w group is push -
ing its way towar d power : ne w Communist s who joine d th e Part y only 
1945 or later . Tracin g th e social-critica l phenomen a of th e member s of 
th e CPC S in thei r historica l cours e thu s also mean s showing in a scien-
tific analysis th e possibilities of futur e development s an d methods . 

Thoug h thi s metho d is unabl e to explain th e phenomeno n of th e growth 
of th e Part y from 47,000 member s in th e year 1947 to 2V2 million in th e 
year 1949, conclusion s can still be drawn , by mean s of certai n criteria , as 
to th e classes an d circle s ou t of which th e Part y of toda y is composed . Such 
criteri a are th e length of Part y membership , th e age stratification , th e so-
cial positio n in professiona l life, th e participatio n of women , an d th e parti -
cipatio n of th e nationa l minorities . 

Th e investigatio n itself is onl y a par t of a comprehensiv e stud y by th e 
autho r devote d to th e history , policy, and structur e of Communis m in Cze-
choslovakia , and is take n from th e sectio n on th e sociology of th e CPCS . 

P A R L I A M E N T A R Y D E M O C R A C Y A N D T H E P O L I C Y 
O F T H E C O M M U N I S T P A R T Y 

O F C Z E C H O S L O V A K I A 1 9 4 5 — 1 9 4 8 

Otlrid Pustejovsky 

In th e developmen t of formerl y democratically-goverae d state s int o a 
Communis t Tegime, th e Czechoslova k Socialist Republi c (CSSR since 
Jun e 11,1960) represent s a specia l case. Thi s was, to be sure, frequentl y re-
cognize d an d was especially emphasize d in th e literatuř e of th e emigra -
tion , but for th e supplementatio n an d completio n of th e pictur e th e repre -
sentativ e Marxis t Czech voice was missing. In th e last years Czech Marxis t 
historica l scienc e an d Part y philosoph y ha s no w to an increasin g degree 
take n interes t in thi s subject , publishe d source s on it, and attempte d to 
incorporat e it int o th e Marxist-Leninis t patte m of history . 

Ja n Kozák , Professo r of Philosoph y an d contributo r to th e centra l organ 
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