
of the most varied origin, the core of whose tradition was shaped on the 
middle Danube, a convincing answer can be found for a whole set of Pro
blems. 

CHANCELLERY AND LUTHER LANGUAGE IN EGER 

Ernst Schwarz 

In 14th-century Prague, the capital of Bohemia and seat of the Emperoc 
under the Luxembourgs, a language similar to Luther's was ušed in records 
and other writings. In a recently published book entitled „The Development 
of the Chancellery Language in Eger (1330—1660)" and based on the 
abundant materiál in the municipal archives of Eger, Skála has examined the 
relationship between the chancellery language of Eger and the language ušed 
by Luther. T h e problém is a complicated one: the view, predominating until 
the 1930's, which held that the Bohemian chancellery language of the Luxem
bourgs was only, so to speak, a tributary of Luther's has since been aban-
doned. 

Skála surveys the chancellery language of Eger from the appearance of the 
German language in documents of the town (c. 1310) up to the mid-17th Cen
tury; his examination of the period up to 1500 is based on an unpublished 
dissertation by Maria Nowak. Phonological and morphological aspects, the 
selection of words, and some problems of syntax are dealt with. He devotes 
almost no attention to the question of the scribes, holding that the location 
of the chancellery itself is more important. Skála concludes that the Eger 
chancellery language developed independently and was not influenced by the 
Imperiál Chancellery of the Luxembourgs in Prague. This view is in har-
mony with the political position of the Egerland, which despite its Submission 
to the feudal overlordship of Bohemia from 1322 on, was otherwise indepen
dent. T h e Eger chancellery language was one of the territorial chancellery 
languages of the 14th—15th centuries for which communication and politics 
lay the basis. 

Too little attention is paid to exceptions to the rule. These show the 
occasional peňetration of dialect and that the confrontation between the East 
Franconian and Upper Palatinate dialects since the German land settlement 
which set in vigorously in the 12th Century was still quite evident in writing. 
This applies equally to phonetics, forms and vocabulary (with which a sub-
sequent work by Walter Besch — Sprachlandschaften und Sprachausgleich 
im 15. Jahrhundert [1967] — has dealt). Comparison with other studies pu
blished since Skala's work appeared shows that intensive work is being done 
on the origins of Modern High German writing, with less emphasis being 
placed on the spoken language. Luther, however, was not only concerned 
about writing in harmony with the Standards of the Meissen chancellery, but 
also paid the greatest attention to the spoken tongue. It is clear that much 
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more research has to be devoted to dialect. In his later years Luther himself 
attached prime importance to the process of consolidating word selection. 

An appendix signals a number of shorter studies by Czech scholars on the 
German language in Bohemia and Moravia. 

P O R C E L A I N F R O M K L Ö S T E R L E 

Rudolf Langhammer f 

The author, who died in 1958, presents a well-organized historical survey 
of the Count Thun porcelain factory in Klösterle on the Eger (in north-
western Bohemia). His study is based on materiál the Originals of which are 
perhaps no longer extant. The first part, dealing with the alchemistic and 
other tentative efforts to make porcelain in Klösterle, is presented here in a 
concise summary from, but it was published in füll in Stifter-Jahrbuch 4 
(1955), pp. 182—222. The rise of this enterprise, originally founded by the 
verderer J. N. Weber, started when Count of Thun became the owner at the 
beginning of the 19th Century, and above all under the director K. Venier, 
who introduced technical improvements at mid-century and thereafter by 
which a very high level of productivitv could be achieved. Naturally, setbacks 
were unavoidable when changes in the political Situation also affected market 
opportunities. 

More impressive than this framework are the details given on the different 
patterns, prices and forms of marketing, on the Organization of the work, 
on the training of young workers and craftsmen, and on the administration 
of the enterprise and its shortcomings. The sections dealing with social con-
ditions within the factory, social welfare provisions, sickness and reliéf funds, 
the consumer's cooperative, as well as wage remuneration and the working-
men's association in connection with the „labor question" in the late 19th 
and early 20th Century — these all deserve particular attention. 

A lengthy appendix contains a compilation of the greater part of the ma
teriál used in the study; its inclusion in such detail would only have encum-
bered the main body of the text. A number of plates with selected examples 
of Klösterle porcelain are also included. 

S L O V A K I A I N T H E S O C I A L A N D E C O N O M I C H I S T O R Y 

O F C E N T R A L A N D E A S T E R N E U R O P E 

Anton Spiesz 

Thanks to its advantageous geographica! Situation, abundance of natural 
resources, and industrious population, as well as the influence of the most 
advanced European cultures, Slovakia was for centuries among the socially 
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