
more research has to be devoted to dialect. In his later years Luther himself 
attached prime importance to the process of consolidating word selection. 

An appendix signals a number of shorter studies by Czech scholars on the 
German language in Bohemia and Moravia. 

P O R C E L A I N F R O M K L Ö S T E R L E 

Rudolf Langhammer f 

The author, who died in 1958, presents a well-organized historical survey 
of the Count Thun porcelain factory in Klösterle on the Eger (in north-
western Bohemia). His study is based on materiál the Originals of which are 
perhaps no longer extant. The first part, dealing with the alchemistic and 
other tentative efforts to make porcelain in Klösterle, is presented here in a 
concise summary from, but it was published in füll in Stifter-Jahrbuch 4 
(1955), pp. 182—222. The rise of this enterprise, originally founded by the 
verderer J. N. Weber, started when Count of Thun became the owner at the 
beginning of the 19th Century, and above all under the director K. Venier, 
who introduced technical improvements at mid-century and thereafter by 
which a very high level of productivitv could be achieved. Naturally, setbacks 
were unavoidable when changes in the political Situation also affected market 
opportunities. 

More impressive than this framework are the details given on the different 
patterns, prices and forms of marketing, on the Organization of the work, 
on the training of young workers and craftsmen, and on the administration 
of the enterprise and its shortcomings. The sections dealing with social con-
ditions within the factory, social welfare provisions, sickness and reliéf funds, 
the consumer's cooperative, as well as wage remuneration and the working-
men's association in connection with the „labor question" in the late 19th 
and early 20th Century — these all deserve particular attention. 

A lengthy appendix contains a compilation of the greater part of the ma
teriál used in the study; its inclusion in such detail would only have encum-
bered the main body of the text. A number of plates with selected examples 
of Klösterle porcelain are also included. 

S L O V A K I A I N T H E S O C I A L A N D E C O N O M I C H I S T O R Y 

O F C E N T R A L A N D E A S T E R N E U R O P E 

Anton Spiesz 

Thanks to its advantageous geographica! Situation, abundance of natural 
resources, and industrious population, as well as the influence of the most 
advanced European cultures, Slovakia was for centuries among the socially 

31 
481 


