
T H E M A I N P R O B L E M S OF A M O N O G R A P H O N I G N A Z 
V O N P L E N E R 

Mechthild Wolf 

The author discusses a monograph of Ignaz von Plener which she is now 
preparing. This monograph will deal mainly with Plener's political activity in 
the years 1860—1873, during which period — first as Finance Minister and 
later as Minister of Commerce, but also as a parliamentarian — he played an 
important role in the decision-making process. Plener was put in charge of 
the Finance Ministry in 1860 through the offices of Count Agenor Golu
chowski. H e considered the difficult financial Situation as only a question of 
Austria's credit Standing, which was why he sought to gain the confidence 
of the high financial circles. H e saw his ministerial activity in terms of ser-
ving their interests, and it was upon their urging that he became active politi-
cally and an energetic supporter of a Constitution for Austria. Plener can be con
sidered a prime moving force behind the February Patent. His Operations in fi
nancial policy helped páve the way for Emperor Franz Joseph's decision in 1865 
to adopt a more differentiated policy vis-ä-vis Hungary and to dismiss the Schmer
ling cabinet. As a deputy in the Bohemian diet and member of the Reichsrat, Ple
ner became the contact man between the German Liberals of Bohemia and the Bel-
credi and Beust governments as well as the supporters of a Constitution in 
the various crownlands. Plener's importance as Minister of Commerce in the 
first Liberal government after the Ausgleich with Hungary lay in his role as 
a mediator between the emperor and the cabinet. He had perceived that the 
key to power in Austria was, in the last analysis, the Crown and that without 
taking its views into account, nothing could be achieved. 

Plener was a politician of average ability. The fact that in this respect he 
scarcely differed from those who worked with him in the various governments 
makes a monograph on this man appear to be a promising approach to illu-
minating the political development of Austria in this period. 
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B O H E M I A N P R O B L E M 
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This essay is focussed on the approach of the Heir Apparent and his circle 
of trusted advisers to the national issues of the ancient crownland of Bohemia 
within the overall political problems of the Habsburg monarchy. The study 
draws primarily on the Nachlass of the archduke deposited in the Haus-Hof-
und Staatsarchiv in Vienna and the statě archives in Prague. It discusses the 
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relationship of the Heir Apparent to such Bohemian aristocrats as Count 
Ottokar Czernin, the future World War Minister of Foreign Affairs; Count 
Heinrich Clam-Martinic, future Prime Minister; Count Ernst Silva-Tarouca, 
Prince Karl Schwarzenberg, and above all to Prince Franz Thun, Governour 
of Bohemia of long standing, Austrian Prime Minister and one time Master 
of the archducal household. Relationships to other high officials are surveyed 
as well as far as they pertain to the Bohemian question. The most important 
documents among the many interesting ones published here for the first time 
are the letters written by the Archduke himself. They reflect in füll the 
stränge, in some ways repellent and in others fascinating personality of this 
autocrat. 

As the interpretation of these documents reveals, the position of the Arch-
duke in regard to the national conflict in Bohemia could be considered as 
neutral above the parties. While Francis Ferdinand was in generál in favour 
of a German directed centralistic statě structure and therewith an Opponent 
of strong nationalistic tendencies, he feared the power of German perhaps 
more than of Czech nationalism. To him nationalism was within strict limits 
acceptable as long as it seemed to serve as means to the end of breaking the 
power of the dualistic political systém which in his opinion was completely 
dominated by Magyar aspirations. Accordingly Czech, German, or any other 
national movement was welcome to him as long as it offered the chance to 
strengthen the position of the Crown above the peoples. H e abhorred the same 
movements as soon as he feit that they impaired this status. 
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After the declaration of independence of the Czechoslovak Republic, the 
National Council exercised the functions of supreme legislative and govern
mental organ. The 254-member-strong enlarged National Council constituted 
itself as a Revolutionary National Assembly on 14 November 1918. Slovakia 
was originally assigned 40 deputies, the number later being raised to 53. 

The Slovák parliamentary representatives, irrespective of party affiliation, 
joined together in a parliamentary group called the "Club of Slovák Depu
ties". The official justification for this unusual move was that the resulting 
concentration of political forces would enable a more effective assertion of 
Slovák interests, all the more since a fully articulated systém of political par
ties did not exist in Slovakia. 

Throughout its existence the Club was a firm link in the different coali-
tions, which meant that it could také active part in the work of the govern-

443 


