
ment. The circumstance that the Club played the most important role in the 
political life of Slovakia at the time distinguished the framework of its acti-
vity from that of other similar institutions. In addition to its principál field 
of work — taking the legislative initiative and voting on draft laws — the Club also 
assumed a major role in the Solution of questions which were not directly 
related to its normal sphere of activity. Thus its meetings discussed the cru-
cial problém? of the structure and Organization of the administrative appara-
tus in Slovakia. 

This joint public posture on the part of the Slovák deputies by no means 
signified any uniformity of political conviction, but only that they upheld 
the common position adopted in the Club. The development of party plu-
ralism in Slovakia, heightened by the penetration of political currents from 
the Bohemian lands, advanced rapidly. With the dissolution of the First Na­
tional Assembly, the Club formally ceased its own activity as well. 

C Z E C H O S L O V A K I A A N D T H E P R O B L E M S O F T H E R U H R 

O C C U P A T I O N , 1923 

Manfred Alexander 

Examines the attitude of the Czechoslovak government to the questions of 
German reparations under the Versailles Peace Treaty and of the sanctions 
threatened or applied to enforce these reparations. The author's starting point 
is the thesis that France, and in particular the Poincaré government, presen-
ted French security as dosely linked with the reparations question and con-
sidered reparations demands and the threat of sanctions as a means of assert-
ing the French security policy vis-ä-vis Germany. From this viewpoint he 
examines the position of Czechoslovakia within the French systém of allian-
ces in eastern Central Europe, with emphasis on how the German Foreign 
Office viewed the problém and incorporated its assessment in considerations 
of political options. 

The conclusion is that the Czechoslovak government did not succumb to 
any of the French attempts to press it into some form of participation in the 
Ruhr occupation in 1923. This stand, however, was only reluctantly acknow-
ledged by the German side, especially by the German regions bordering on 
Czechoslovakia. The author surveys German-Czechoslovak relations from 1921 
to the spring of 1923 in their international context. Their most striking fea-
ture was that, despite the Czechoslovak endeavors to preserve neutrality to-
ward Germany, the feeling persisted on the German side that Prague, as an 
ally of France, represented a latent threat. In short, German mistrust of 
Czechoslovakia was lessened by the latter's neutral stand, but not eliminated. 
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