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T H E S E N I O R C O M M U N I T A S — A R E V O L U T I O N A R Y 
I N S T I T U T I O N OF T H E P R A G U E H U S S I T E C I T I Z E N R Y 

Karel Hrubý 

Among the political institutions of Hussite Prague, the „senior communi
tas" played a particularly important role. Soon after the outbreak of the ré
volution they had grown into a political instrument of the active circles of 
the propertied bourgeoisie. Originally exercising only limited control functions, 
the senior communitas now made virtually all the important decisions. The 
aldermen (Schöffen), trustees, arbiters and delegates involved in various muni-
cipal negotiations were drawn from the senior communitas. And thus within 
a short period of time the membership of the senior communitas and the mu-
nicipal Council were largely identical. The field of activity of the former extend-
ed to political, diplomatic, ideological and probably also military affairs. 

Except for the years 1421—1424 when they were temporarily merged, each 
of the two Prague towns had a senior communitas of its own. The social 
character of their functions, however, was basically the same, and despite dif-
ferences over economic and prestige questions, they often acted jointly. 

In the struggle against the radicals and the minimalist wing of the Prague 
patriciáte, the senior communitas emerged as an Opponent of every kind of 
autocratic tendency. The peak of their development was reached between 1427 
and 1437, when they functioned as a kind of citizen's parliament, whose mem
bership, to be sure, was increased not by election but by co-optation. The 
changed power configuration after the compromise with Sigismund and the 
Council also transformed the structure of the political institution. The senior 
communitas was paralyzed by the persecution measures of the years 1438— 
1440, and after George of Poděbrad conguered Prague in 1448, it was never 
reconstituted in its original form. 

T H E P A T R O C I N I U M S O F T H E B O H E M I A N L A N D S 

I N T H E P R E - H U S S I T E A G E 

Emil P o p p f 

Though research on patrociniums has in the last few decades made highly 
significant contributions to social and settlement history, the Bohemian lands 
have thus far been largely neglected. The author bases his study on the patro-
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ciniums created in the Bohemian lands in the pre-Hussite age, making a pre-
liminary appraisal and Classification of this materiál. In addition tö this, he 
indicates the reasons for the introduction and promotion of particular patro-
ciniums as well as their distribution. A listing of the frequency of various pa-
trociniums shows the differences between Bohemia and Moravia-Silesia. In 
both territorial groupings, the patrocinium of St. Mary is in first place, follow-
ed by Peter and Paul, John the Baptist, James, Nicholas, Lawrence, Wences
las, and Martin. But while St. Wenceslas ranks fourth in Moravia-Silesia, he 
was only in seventh place in Bohemia. 

T H E P O L I C Y O F A U G U S T U S T H E S T R O N G 

V I S - Ä - V I S P O L A N D 

Albert Herzog zu Sachsen 

The purposive political reorientation undertaken by Augustus the Strong 
led to the connection between Electoral Saxony and Poland in a personal 
union whose common head was the Saxon ruler. Fundamental to the achieve-
ment of this goal was the bond of friendship with the House of Hapsburg 
and what was then still a good understanding with Prussia, as well as the 
alliance with the Tsarist Empire. Next to the ties established with both of 
the great German powers, it was this latter relationship, whose guarantor was 
the Livonian nobleman Reinhold von Patkul, which enabled the elimination 
of the national Opposition in Poland supported especially by France and Swe-
den. But another factor of no small importance was the enormous spirituál, 
financial and territorial sacrifices which Saxony — even at this time a deve-
loped commercial and manufacturing State — was forced to make. 

It is an impressive fact that this Cooperation could be reactivated in the 
Napoleonic era after the death of Frederick Augustus II. Indeed, its ramifi-
cations proved such that even in our Century the question was repeatedly 
discussed whether the House of Wettin should not be recognized as the stan-
dard-bearer of Polish royal authority. 

T H E Z W I N G E R I N D R E S D E N 

Albert Herzog zu Sachsen 

Many important baroque buildings can be found in Dresden, the capital of 
Saxony, dating from the reigns of Augustus the Strong (1694—1733) and his 
son Frederick Augustus II (1733—1763). Among these, the Zwinger, begun in 
1710, deserves special mention. This work of architecture is important both 
as a document of baroque court-culture and because of the spirituál and cul-
tural links with European baroque culture that the list of its architects, sculp-
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