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C Z E C H O S L O V A K I A AS A M I C R O C O S M 
O F E U R O P E A N - W I D E D E V E L O P M E N T S 

Friedrich Prinz 

The Bohemian lands and Czechoslovakia offer the characteristics of a model 
of European history. This is illustrated by such examples as the connection 
between Christianization and the building of Přemyslide rule, the problém of 
Church reform in the form of Hussitism, and the crisis of feudalism in the richly 
developed urban culture of the late Middle Ages. The Bohemia of the 15th and 
16th centuries likewise furnishes a model of a fully developed hierarchie order 
(„Ständeherrschaft"), such as that developed above all in England. Since the 
Battle of White Mountain, however, the Bohemian lands followed the European 
alternative of absolutism. In any European history of emigration movements 
with profound consequences, Bohemia from the Hussite age down to the thresh-
old of the present day would have to be assigned a central role. The same 
applies to the study of nationalism and its impact on the working-class move
ment. Ever since its foundation, the Collegium Carolinum, under the direction 
of Karl Bosl, has viewed its task as exploring and depicting the European nexus 
of Bohemian, Sudeten German and Czechoslovak history. 

M E D I E V A L P E R S O N A L N A M E S I N T H E L I G H T 

O F C U L T U R A L H I S T O R Y 

Ernst Schwarz 

This study is an attempt to view medieval personal names in terms of cultural 
history. Emphasis is placed on the question of explaining the presence of German 
baptismal names and saints' names in Czech in the 12th and 13th centuries. 
Sources began to appear only in the 12th Century. Only a few names were 
available from the Great Moravian Empire. But already then, saints' names 
were being adopted by the Slavs and passed on to Bohemia. Examples of such 
names are Ivan (Johann), Dmitr (Demetrius), Kliment (Klement) and Ondřej 
(Andreas). The Old Bulgarian of the „Slav Apostles" Cyril and Methodius was 
the vehicle for disseminating such names. The mission in Bohemia reached its 
high point in the lOth Century, when such German and saints' names as UolrTch 
(Oldřich), Liutold (Litold), Liupolt (Lipolt), Liutwin (Litvin), Hagno (Ahna) 
and Heimram (Jimram) were borrowed; on the other hand, the name of the 
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Czech duke Václav was adopted by the Germans in the form of Wenzel. Other 
names, particularly those of saints, dáte from this period. Examination of the 
phonetic changes makes it possible to determine the approximate time (before 
1170, 1250 and 1300) when such names were borrowed as Jeřman (Heriman), 
Vilém (Wilhelm), Rýner (Reiner), Havel (Gallus), Ahna (Hagno), Jiří (Georg), 
Humpolt (Gumpold) and Hospřid (Gotfrid). These off er evidence of the presence 
of German knights, clerics and monks long before the beginning of German 
resettlement. Special discussion is devoted to cases where the rules of German 
phonetic change do not apply, such as Šimon = Simon. The age of many names 
can be established by their presence in 12th—13th Century sources. Since the 
Czech language can incorporate foreign names simply by abbreviations and 
suffixes, the age of many füll names can be identified with some degree of cer-
táinty. The question of the effects of national intermarriage on personal names 
is also dealt with. Brief attention is devoted to the well-known fact that with the 
territorial expansion of the late Middle Ages, German Christian names were 
introduced on a mass scale. The impoverishment of the old native Christian 
names as well as the emerging veneration of saints led to the extension of saints' 
names, also into the lower strata. The exhaustion of the treasury of Christian 
names and international fashion both contributed to the appearance of family 
names. 

T A B O R A N D T H E E U R O P E A N R E V O L U T I O N S 

Ferdinand Seibt 

This contribution appraises the efforts made thus far to interpret the role of 
the Taborite movement within the Hussite revolution (1419 to 1436) and espe-
cially the relationship between Tabor and Prague, as well as the criteria of 
revolution in European history. Referring back to his earlier studies and to a 
new survey of Utopian thought in the age of the Reformation in Central Europe, 
Seibt shows that in the first phase of the revolutionary development in Tabor 
(1419—1421), the samé egalitarian program of revolution emerged that characte-
rized the „left wing" of other European revolutions. It was clearly expressed in 
the forms of a chiliastic Utopia, as has been demonstrated most recently in the 
studies of Josef Macek. 

In Seibťs view, subsequent Taborite developments were also revolutionary 
in character. And, what is more, developments in Prague after 1419 must also be 
defined as revolutionary; to be sure, the program of the leading forces in Prague 
did not call for universal equality, as was the case with the Taborites between 
1419 and 1421, but still they wanted to overturn the existing social order in the 
interest of the bourgeois aspirations to leadership. In the samé manner, the 
Taborites clearly backed down from their demands for equality after 1421. Their 
views of a future oscial order probably also assumed the relativization of the 
hierarchie order (Ständeordnung). Seibt questions Kaminsky's view that a new 
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