
in West Prussia during the war against Poland; and his grandson Heinrich was 
killed in 1656, also in the Service of the Swedish Crown, in the war with the 
Russians. All three generations had close ties with the court and the court 
nobility, and King Gustavus II . Adolphus expressly created for them the county 
of Pernau in Estonia. In his capacity as generál and governor, Heinrich, the last 
of the family in Sweden, became a member of the Swedish imperial Council. In 
addition to this family, Count Hans Jacob von Thurn served Sweden as a 
colonel; he was a nephew of Heinrich Matthias and cousin of Franz Bernhard, 
and gave his life for the Swedish Crown in 1643 in his nativě Bohemia, near 
Hirschberg. 

S C R I B E V E R S E S — A S T E P C H I L D O F R E S E A R C H 

I N C U L T U R A L H I S T O R Y A N D F O L K L O R E 

Bruno Schier 

Aside from the generál survey by Wilhelm Wattenbach, the verses by scribes 
in municipal books and chronicles have hardly ever been dealt with comprehen-
sively. This is due to the bulk and variety of widely dispersed materiál which 
has been handed down. Using examples from old municipal registers from Fried­
land and Reichenberg, the author attempts a small contribution to this neglected 
branch of cultural history and folklóre. 

In form and content, the scribe verses are a mirror image of their particular 
age. In the 16th Century they were usually written in Latin and were permeated 
by ideas taken from Humanistic literatuře. The 17th Century displayed a pre-
deliction for newspapers in rhyme: even the dullest reports on grain prices or 
the composition of the Council were presented in doggerei verse. The baroque 
spirit of the 18th Century delighted in the playful use of rhyme effects, chrono-
grams and acrostics. 

Scholarly book knowledge and populär maxims may be considered the main 
sources of the scribe verses in the Friedland and Reichenberg municipal books. 
But only the scribe of the town of Friedland, Johann Friedrich Posselt (1680— 
1746) was able to achieve a lively new unity out of these sources. Only when 
more scribe verses are available, will it be possible to determine whether one can 
speak of a genuine scribe art and whether it is justified to regard scribe verses as 
part of the larger field of populär poetry. 

R E S U L T S O F A C O M M E R C I A L J O U R N E Y T H R O U G H 

B O H E M I A A N D S L O V A K I A I N T H E Y E A R S 1755—56 

Gustav Otruba 

The author publishes the report of a commercial journey through various 
European countries in 1755—56 conducted in accordance with high-level Orders; 
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