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In the new relaxed atmosphere in Europe after the signing of the Locarno 
treaties in 1925, Czechoslovak-German relations were affected by the growing 
political and economic influence of Germany. Carl von Schubert, State Secretary 
in the German Foreign Office and an author of the Locarno idea, favoured a 
customs union and close economic Cooperation in Europe, partly out of fear 
that the continent would otherwise soon suffer an economic collapse. When 
Beneš visited Berlin for the first time in May 1928, Schubert used the occasion 
to present these ideas and suggested, as a first step, an economic union between 
Czechoslovakia, Austria and Germany. Beneš agreed with the basic idea, but 
since he wa fearful of the intended German expansion in Southeast Europe 
and of German dominance in this grouping, he suggested including France. This 
possibility was in line with Schubert's thinking. For a long time, he had tried to 
promote a basic economic understanding between France and Germany. Benes's 
attitude strengthened Schubert's intentions to achieve a European agreement on 
security and on economic Cooperation which he thought the best way to secure 
peace and to reestablish Germany as a great power. But he was unable to carry 
out his plans before Stresemann's death and before Brüning gave German foreign 
policy a new character. 

P O P U L Ä R S O C I A L I S M I N B O H E M I A : 

N A T I O N A L S O C I A L I S M A G A I N S T H I T L E R 

Martin K. B ach s t ein 

The term Volkssozialismus might most adequately be translated to mean 
populär socialism. It contained elements of nationalist ideology, of American 
Populism, and of course, of non-Marxist socialist traditions exemplified among 
others by Ferdinand Lassalle, Engelbert Pernersdorfer, and other national so-
cialists. Volkssozialismus came into being in the nineteen-thirties as a socialist 
reform movement in the German Social Democratic Workers Party of Czecho­
slovakia (DSAP), when a number of younger members and functionaries in that 
party, foremost among them Wenzel Jaksch and Dr. Emil Franzel, opposed the 
internationalist and inflexible course advocated by then party chairman Dr. 
Ludwig Czech. Influenced also by former national socialist leader Dr. Otto 
Strasser, an early associate of Hitler, and other right-wing elements, and mo-
tivated by the desire to form an alternative to the all-embracing Sudeten German 
nationalist movement of Konrad Henlein, the Volkssozialisten perhaps all too 
readily parted from their own traditional socialist heritage. 
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The personal and ideological friendship between Wenzel Jaksch — after the 
war one of the foremost refugee politicians in West Germany — and Otto 
Strasser turned out to be of political disadvantage. Jaksch nevertheless attempted 
to put his brand of socialism into practice and bring the DSAP on a more 
national course. The reasons for his failure, however, were not only due to his 
misconception of socialist political opportunities but also due to the distrust of 
Czechs and Slovaks, to the growing threat of Hitlerism in Central Europe in the 
1930s, and last but not least, to the defensive reaction of leading Sudeten Ger­
man social democrats, which for reasons of internal party rivalry denied the 
Volkssozialisten support and understanding. 

But the failure of populär socialism to assert itself was also due to its 
preoccupation with history and lofty theory, and with primarily German prob-
lems, which tended to cloud the more important tasks of a German minority 
party operating in Czechoslovakia: námely finding a Solution for the deterio-
rating relationship between Czechs and Germans. The heated discussion of 
populär socialism by both orthodox and right-wing socialists, their failure to 
agree on its merits and demerits, and the eventual demise of populär socialism 
parallel to the end of the DSAP in the dismemberment of Czechoslovakia only 
proved that the crisis of socialist ideas and politics in the inter-war-period was 
of a generál nature, and too far-reaching to be cured simply by either a rightist 
or by a leftist socialist ideology. 

I N T E R N A T I O N A L LAW A N D D I P L O M A T I C B A R G A I N I N G : 

A C O M M E N T A R Y O N T H E S U D E T E N G E R M A N Q U E S T I O N 

James H. Wolfe 

The diplomatic dialogue over the problems of a European détente is couched 
in the language of international law. Typical of the legal approach to negotiation 
is the West German-Czechoslovak effort to reach agreement on the validity of 
the Munich Agreement (1938) and the permissibility of the expulsion of the 
Sudeten Germans from their homeland (1945—46). As early as 1942, Professor 
Edvard Táborský argued that the Munich Agreement was void ab initio on the 
following grounds: the nonfulfillment of its conditions, the use of duress during 
the negotiations, an unconstitutional ratification on the part of Czechoslovakia, 
and finally Hitlerian aggression against the remainder of the Czechoslovak 
Republic (ČSR). Professor Otto Kimminich and others have challenged the 
cogency of these arguments, and they remain a source of perennial debatě. 
Similarly, the deportation of over two million ethnic Germans from the ČSR 
contravened those laws of war which demand respect for the personal and 
property rights of noncombatants except in instances of critical military necessity, 
as exemplified in the court martial of General Lothar Rendulic (1948). The 
indiscriminate uprooting of an ethnic minority's subject to a condition of occu­
patio bellica violates the spirit, if not the letter, of the Hague Regulations 

509 


