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In the age of Francis Joseph, from the Revolution of 1848 to the First
World War, the Jews of Bohemia experienced their ,economic miracle®. The
Jewish social and occupational structure was tailor-made to the needs of the
emerging modern Austrian capitalism. By 1900 the Jewish population had
undergone a significantly more rapid material and social rise than had the
society as a whole; for the most part, the Bohemian Jews had become part
of the bourgeoisie and petite bourgeoisie. This ,economic miracle® was ac-
companied by extensive internal migration which brought the Jews to the
centers of economic expansion. As a result new Jewish settlements were crea-
ted in the provincial towns of the Czech-speaking interior and in the Ger-
man Bohemian industrial areas that had scarcely been settled by Jews before.
Prague and Vienna, however, remained the focal points of Jewish hopes for
advancement.

In the 1850s the Bohemian Jews were among the pillars of the neo-absolu-
tist regime. The continuing anti-Jewish pressure exerted by the Czech petite
bourgeoisie prevented any improvement of the strained relationship between
the national movement and the Jews. After the Hanka affair of 1858, when
the former Czecho-Jewish sympathizer David Kuh joined battle with the
sicons* of the Czech-national renewal creed, the German Jews of Prague and
their press, with its closse ties to Vienna, became one of the main targets of
national propaganda. In the economic crisis of the 1860s, the national-socia-
list slogans kindled various movements of social rebellion, the biggest of
which, in the spring of 1866, engendered a situation approaching civil war.
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