
G E R M A N - L A N G U A G E L E C T U R E S AT T H E P R E S S B U R G 
( B R A T I S L A V A ) A C A D E M Y OF LAW I N T H E MID-19th 

C E N T U R Y 

Helmut Slapnicka 

From its establishment in 1784 until 1844, lectures at the Academy of Law 
in Pressburg were delivered exclusively in Latin, and then, from 1860 to 1913, 
exclusively in Hungarian. During the one decade from 1850 to 1860, lectures 
were also held in German, for which purpose professors from all over Austria 
were appointed to Pressburg. In line with the prevailing ideas of training 
judges and officials in the centralistic, German-led unitary Austrian statě, these 
lectures — intended above all for German and Slovák auditors — were held 
by professors of various nationalities: in addition to Germans, Hungarians 
and Czechs, there was also a Pole on the faculty. The Ministry of Instruction 
in Vienna gave most professorships at the Pressburg Academy of Law to 
young professors who had just completed their habilitation, but the selection 
appears to have been made with the utmost care. An impressive number of 
jurists who were to make their mark in research and teaching, or as judges 
and politicians in all parts of Austria began their careers during this period 
at the Pressburg Academy of Law. 

R I E G E R ' S M E M O I R E T O N A P O L E O N III F R O M T H E Y E A R 
1869 

Harald Bachmann 

After the end of neoabsolutism (1859) the Czech bourgeoisie sought to con-
solidate its power position within the Austrian State by means of foreign 
contacts. Emissaries of the Czech national movement established close ties 
with Russia, France and even Prussia, and thus created a „pre-state" Czech 
foreign policy. The initiators of these foreign policy contacts were František 
Palacký and his son-in-law František Ladislav Rieger. As a leading politician 
of the pro-Declaration [of Rights and Expectations] party which energeti-
cally opposed the Cisleithanian Solution of the problém of the Austrian State 
and empire, Rieger played a key role in the „pilgrimage to Moscow". A uni­
form pan-Slav policy was, however, thwarted by protests of the Poles against 
the Czech efforts in Moscow. The turn toward Tsarist Russia aroused great 
mistrust in France. When Rieger presented a secretly prepared memoire ad-
dressed to Napoleon III in 1869, official quarters reacted with considérable 
reservě. The Quai d'Orsay subjected the arguments set forth by Rieger to a 
thorough expert critique, guided more by the question of the potential poli­
tical utility of Rieger's Intervention for France's alliance plans than by any 
unambiguous pro-Czech sympathies. 
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