
into focus all the problems involved and demonstrates that from the politi­
cal, economic and cultural point of view, the union with Bavaria was a mis-
take. The documents reveal various reasons for this fact: the incorporation 
of the Bohemian Forest took place without the assent of the government in 
Munich, and indeed even against its will; some of the boundaries, moreover, 
were fixed in an arbitrary fashion. This extremely poor and remote area meant 
only economic problems for Bavaria that were made insoluble not only by 
the outbreak of the war but also by the governing methods of the centralistic 
Reich. What is more, the sharp conflict between the statě leadership in Munich 
and the NSDAP Gau leadership in Bayreuth made the Bohemian Forest into 
a bone of contention. This, in turn, had a highly negative impact above all 
on the administration. It is thus only understandable that the wish for incor­
poration into the Sudetengau grew ever stronger. 

N O M E N C L A T U R E A N D I M P L E M E N T S O F R U R A L 
B U T T E R M A K I N G I N T H E S U D E T E N L A N D S 

Hertha Wolf-Beranek 

In the last fifteen years, the Archive of Sudeten German Folklore in d e s ­
sen has managed to collect the materiál culture óf the Sudeten Germans at 
least in the form of good sketches and descriptions, along with all the perti-
nent terminological data, for some five hundred localities well distributed over 
the whole of the Sudetenland. The presem article deals with the materiál avai-
lable on the theme of buttermaking. It describes the various implements ušed 
in such important processes as cream extraction, butter production proper, 
and the further treatment of the butter obtained, discussing their application, 
distribution and designations. Included with the article are six plates with 
sketches of the individual implements. The distribution of the most impor­
tant names is presented in four maps, while a fifth one indicates the distri­
bution of the oldest butter tubs which were still in use up to the Second 
World War. The picture is rounded off by a final survey of the role played 
by butter and its production in the customs, populär beliefs, and populär poe-
try of the Sudeten Germans. 

C O N T I N U I T Y A N D P O L I T I C A L C H A N G E I N 
C Z E C H O S L O V A K I A I N 1968 

Stanislav J. Kirschbaum 

The political events of the year 1968 in Czechoslovakia were by no means 
accidental. They were the result of a development whose beginnings can be 
traced back to the year 1963, when Alexander Dubček became First Secre-

498 



tary of the Slovák Communist Party. At that time Dubček allowed a process 
of change to begin in the CPSL which in 1968 held out the promise of a new 
style of rule and a new political climate under the leadership of the Com­
munist Party of Czechoslovakia, whose new First Secretary was Dubček him-
self. Behind every reform introduced in this year can be discerned an evolu-
tionary process whose beginnings go back, in some instances, even earlier 
than 1963. The August 1968 invasion put an end to the realization of these 
reforms, with one notable exception: the federalization of the statě. This re-
form survived above all because of the divergent Czech and Slovák views of 
the democratization and liberalization process. It is thanks to these diverging 
views that at least something has remained of the „Prague Spring". 

T H E M A I N T R E N D S O F W E S T G E R M A N S O C I A L 

D E V E L O P M E N T A N D T H E I R S I G N I F I C A N C E F O R T H E 

E X P E L L E E S F R O M T H E G E R M A N E A S T 

Karl Möckl 

The author first attempts to single out and classify the main trends of so­
cial development in the Federal Republic of Germany on the basis of the 
findings of theoretical and empirical sociological research. It is shown that the 
available materiál affords no satisfactory answer; indeed, in the view of the 
scientific sociologists themselves, there can be no such answer. Any analysis 
must also draw upon the historical dimension. The examination of the basic 
lineš of the Situation of society, statě, economy and culture leads to perspec­
tives of the Federal Republic's society as one that is in a statě of transition, 
and can only be shaped into something new by a systém of public norms 
embued with an integrative force. But neither this systém nor the face of the 
emerging society is known. Thus if we are to help shape the coming order, 
we must master the Symptoms of structural crisis as they appear in each indi­
vidual čase. In the democratic statě of the Federal Republic, the vehicles of 
this sociopolitical development are groups and communities like the expellees 
from the German east. 

32* 
499 


