
tary of the Slovák Communist Party. At that time Dubček allowed a process 
of change to begin in the CPSL which in 1968 held out the promise of a new 
style of rule and a new political climate under the leadership of the Com
munist Party of Czechoslovakia, whose new First Secretary was Dubček him-
self. Behind every reform introduced in this year can be discerned an evolu-
tionary process whose beginnings go back, in some instances, even earlier 
than 1963. The August 1968 invasion put an end to the realization of these 
reforms, with one notable exception: the federalization of the statě. This re-
form survived above all because of the divergent Czech and Slovák views of 
the democratization and liberalization process. It is thanks to these diverging 
views that at least something has remained of the „Prague Spring". 
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The author first attempts to single out and classify the main trends of so
cial development in the Federal Republic of Germany on the basis of the 
findings of theoretical and empirical sociological research. It is shown that the 
available materiál affords no satisfactory answer; indeed, in the view of the 
scientific sociologists themselves, there can be no such answer. Any analysis 
must also draw upon the historical dimension. The examination of the basic 
lineš of the Situation of society, statě, economy and culture leads to perspec
tives of the Federal Republic's society as one that is in a statě of transition, 
and can only be shaped into something new by a systém of public norms 
embued with an integrative force. But neither this systém nor the face of the 
emerging society is known. Thus if we are to help shape the coming order, 
we must master the Symptoms of structural crisis as they appear in each indi
vidual čase. In the democratic statě of the Federal Republic, the vehicles of 
this sociopolitical development are groups and communities like the expellees 
from the German east. 
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