
SUMMARIES 

B O N D A G E O F N O B I L I T Y 

Karl Bosl 

The vast majority of medieval population was unfree — they were bonds-
men. The degree of lack of freedom of the bondsmen depended on the 
power and influence of the head of the familia they belonged to, and varied 
according to opportunities and rights offered by the respective dominion. 
Intermarriages and other fluctuation between the familiae became easier and 
thus more frequent only after the great awakening of the European society in 
the l l t h Century. Since the 10/ l l th Century an already privileged class appeared 
more and more distinctly, which belonged in a dependent personal association 
to a familia, námely in the first place to the familia of the king and the bishops 
of the kingdom. The development of the members of this class from „extreme 
bondage" to administrative servants and then to lower nobility was principally 
limited to Germany. Presumably the „noble bondage" of the administra­
tive servants gained by their Services can be understood as the first component 
of a farreaching social process of emancipation. 

O N T H E M E A N I N G O F B O H E M I A N H I S T O R Y 

Oswald Kostrba-Skalicky 

The author examines in this article the traditional endeavor of the Czechs 
to define the „meaning and philosophy" of their own history, and establishes 
that these efforts do not correspond to the classic Western attempts by Speng­
ler, Toynbee and others to arrive at a comprehensive interpretation of histori-
cal events. The attempts made from Palacký down to present-day Marxist 
historiography to find an all-embracing „meaning" for Czech history have not 
yielded any valid, useful results. Examining the reasons for this failure, the 
author comes to the conclusion that research should concentrate on specific 
periods of the Bohemian past — and thus gain corresponding insights into the 
past that would enable an interpretation of contemporary events — instead of 
searching for any comprehensive „meaning". Czechoslovak events of 1938, 
1939, 1945, 1948 and 1968 that exercised an important influence on European 
history are cited as examples. 
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