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A R E A L I S T I C V I E W OF T H E M A R C O M A N N I WARS, 

164—180 AD 

Helmut P r e i d e l 

Projecting the methods, living conditions, and institutions of the historical pre­
sent into the prehistorie and protohistoric past is usually a risky business. This 
is demonstrated by what has been written thus far about the Marcomanni wars 
under Emperor Marcus Aurelius. Pursuing the hints found in a very late Roman 
source, the Historia Augusta, most historians have viewed overpopulation, the 
pressure of tribes living to their rear, and the need to win new arable land as rea­
son enough for attacking the Romans along the middle Danube. This was, how­
ever, not the case. The Parthian war in the East had caused sizable military units 
to be withdrawn from the Danube border; when they returned they carried with 
them the pestilentia which deeimated army and population. The Marcomanni, 
Quadi and other Danube Germans exploited this opportunity to invade the bor­
der provinces of Rhaetia, Noricum and Pannonia, cross the Alps, and even plun­
der northern Italy. They could have advanced unhindered as far as Rome, but 
chose to return home with their booty. For these were not people's armies out to 
conquer new arable land, as the Romans would have had it, but groups of follo-
wers (or combined groups of followers) assembled around princes and kings; as 
Tacitus put it, they could only support themselves by wars and predatory raids. 
They thus made incursions into the border provinces and northern Italy and then 
returned home once they had secured the sppils. This can also be gleaned not 
only from a number of sources — provided one reads them dispassionately — but 
also from the course of the war itself. The Romans managed only under great 
difficulties to gain a hold on these mobile bands of followers who fought in par-
tisan fashion, and ultimately to carry the war into the living areas of the Mar­
comanni and Quadi, where small units could inflict the severest retaliation. Still, 
they managed only temporarily to fortify the Danube border securely against 
predatory raids. 

D O C U M E N T A R Y S T U D I E S O N T H E H I S T O R Y 

O F H U S S I T I S M I N K Ö N I G I N H O F O N T H E E L B E 

Rudolf M.Wlaschek 

After the foundation in the 13th Century of the east Bohemian town of Hof, 
which was later called (as the Leibgedingstadt of the Queen) Königinhof, the 
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leadership of the town remained in the hands of German merchants and crafts-
men. In 1421 it surrendered to the Hussite military leader Žižka and thus came 
under Czech control. But some Germans nevertheless stayed in the town and conti­
nued to enjoy the right to conduct legal transactions. An escheatage court case 
instituted against a German patrician who had fled shows that despite all the 
prevailing disorder and unrest, no legal liability was imposed on families of con-
victed non-Hussites. 

Within only a few years, along with Königinhof, the neighboring German vil-
lages also became Czech. Remnants of the Hussite creed — in the form of the 
Bohemian Confession — survived through the following centuries and contributed 
to strengthening the national awareness of the Czech people. These groups were, 
however, also receptive to the religious teachings of Martin Luther, with the result 
that they viewed the German Lutherans who streamed into the thinly settled 
villages more as brothers in faith than as Germans. 

T H E E X E M P T I O N D I S P U T E B E T W E E N T H E A B B O T S 

O F B Ř E V N O V - B R A U N A U A N D T H E A R C H B I S H O P S 

O F P R A G U E , 1705—1758 

Beda Franz Menzel 

The exemption dispute between the abbots of Břevnov-Braunau and the Prague 
archbishops which lasted during the first half of the 18th Century was a bitter 
struggle between law and power. Three popes intervened with 15 bulls and briefs. 
Three Roman Congregations as well as the Rota Romana conducted and deci­
ded legal proceedings in the matter. Hapsburg emperors from Leopold I to Maria 
Theresa were enlisted in the struggle. This case again shows the danger which pow­
er poses, because it perverts the law, unleashes emotions, and leads to gravely 
erroneous decisions. The implications of this detailed account thus go far beyond 
the „local color" of Bohemian Church history. 

A R E A L D E P E N D E N C E A N D C O N C E N T R A T I O N 

I N T E R E S T I N T H E I N D U S T R I A L D E V E L O P M E N T 

O F A U S T R I A U P T O 1914 

Alois M os s e r 

Historical literatuře considers the phenomenon of industrial concentration 
chiefly within the framework of the problems of growth. The point of departure 
in this attempt to relativize the interest in concentration by means of the pro­
blems of location is the Observation that a particular form of areál dependence cor-
responds to each stage of industrial concentration. The procurement of raw and 
auxiliary materials for the production of goods as well as the marketing of com-
modities determine, in addition to the orientation of work, the areal relation-
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