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TR ADE A N D C O M M E R C E B E T W E E N T H E M I D D L E 

D A N ÜBE A N D T H E B A L T I C SEA I N T H E 

F I R S T C E N T U R Y AD 

Helmut Preidel 

The hábit of viewing the prehistorie or protohistorical past from the perspective 
of the modern era leads to misjudgements that are not so easy to correct because 
they seem highly plausible to the layman. Thus it is almost universally accepted 
that there was lively commercial traffic between free Germania and the Roman 
Empire in the early centuries of the Christian era. Historical sources provide but 
little tangible evidence on this point. The Roman and provincial Roman produets 
found in ancient Germany must be considered the most important. Although they 
are, as a rule, carelessly termed „imports", they can with equal justification be 
regarded as spoils of war, gifts, or even payments in kind for road tolls and pro-
tective duties, as Tacitus and other historians have hinted. The author shows that 
the potential market for Roman and provincial Roman luxury goods — the respec-
tive upper strata — was much too small to allow the development of any signifi-
cant exdiange of goods. Especially striking are the so-called princdy graves richly 
adorned with bronze and silver vessels. These and other graves with rather opulent 
objeets are probably associated with the trade in amber verified by Pliny the Eider; 
this trade originated not only from the East Prussian Samland but from the Jut
land peninsula, as „princdy graves" in Denmark, Mecklenburg and Pomerania 
would seem to prove. The author concludes with a discussion of the Roman and 
Byzantine coins found in ancient Germany. He takes issue with the romantic ideali-
zation of the early Germanic period, and attempts to replace still existing biases 
by an interpretation corresponding to reality. 

F I V E E V A N G E L I C A L C H U R C H O R D I N A N C E S 

( K I R C H E N O R D N U N G E N ) I N B O H E M I A B E T W E E N 

1522 A N D 1609 

Alfred Eckert 

This comparative study is a first attempt to show the confessional foundations of 
the German congregations before and after the institution of the „Confessio Bohe
mica" of 1575, and the degree of dependence on it in each case. In the hundred 
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years of Evangelical profession in Bohemia bearing Luther's imprint, from 1521 
(Thomas Müntzer's Prague Manifesto) to 1621 (the bloodbath of Prague), an ex-
tension and intensification of dogma and liturgy can be identified by means of 
the five church ordinances analyzed here. First, the Elbogen ordinance was signifi-
cant as an apology for Luther's cause. After that, the ordinance idea was charac-
teristic of Johannes Mathesius' Joachimsthal church and school ordinance, which 
became a model for the whole Egerland. Finally, Luther's Reformation also took 
root in eastern and central Bohemia in the f lourishing German school systém (along 
with the pioneering pedagogical work of the Bohemian Brethren), via the Evange
lical congregation ordinances of Graupen, Rokitnitz and Prague. 

T H E B O H E M I A N G E N E A L O G I S T S A N D T H E I R 
H E R I T A G E : A L I T E R ARY H I S T O R Y OF T H E B O H E M I A N 

G E N E A L O G Y O F T H E N O B I L I T Y A N D H E R A L D R Y 

Baron Roman v. Procházka 

The author of this short outline of a literary history of the genealogy of the nobi
lity in the historie lands of the St. Wenceslaus crown — Bohemia, Moravia and 
Silesia — presents in chronological order data on pertinent authors and specialists 
(irrespective of social station and nationality) from the 16th Century to the pre
sent; the exact titles of their books, collections or manuseript legacies are cited. 
Details on the content and scope of these publications, combined with eritical 
assessments, enhance the value of this work for historical scholarship. The author 
has drawn his materiál from the most varied sources — some of them not easily 
accessible or not even explored heretofore — and presents the first complex account 
of the theme, thereby creating an important auxiliary tool not only for interested 
genealogists and heraldists, but for those concerned with the whole cultural history 
of the Bohemian lands. 

S I L K I N B O H E M I A A N D ITS I N D U S T R I A L 
E S T A B L I S H M E N T S I N N O R T H E A S T B O H E M I A 

Rudolf M. Wlaschek 

Thus far the history of silk in Bohemia has been treated comprehensively by 
neither the German nor Czech side. This is why the author attempts as comprehen-
sive an account as possible of the historical development of silk and the silk indu
stry in northeast Bohemia. Early efforts to promote silk by Wallenstein in the 
17th Century and Maria Theresa in the 18th Century were not very successful. The 
great breakthrough came only in the 1850s with the foundation of a silk-weaving 
milí in Neurettendorf, which made silk an important economic factor in the ad
vancing industrialization of Bohemia. Silk production was not spared from eco-
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