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The main cause of modern Czech self-reflection is the attempt to justify Czech 
national existence. The clearest proof for national existence turned out to be the 
national language and history, despite the inclination of Czech self-reflection to 
supranational conceptions. 

The beginnings of modern Czech self-reflection developed among such Czech 
„Outsiders" in the atmosphere of Vienna as Machar, Schauer and Masaryk. The 
„Czech question" as formulated by Schauer and Masaryk was an existential one 
of the Czech nation. In his novel The Stranger, Šusta has recorded the critical 
condition of Czech self-reflection. For F. X. Salda the answer to the Czech question 
is positive, while in the case of Pekař an inferiority complex vis-ä-vis the West 
came to the fóre. Rádi, in contrast, sees the meaning of the nation not in itself, 
but in supranational action. 

Capek's Czech self-reflection was historically unique, by virtue of its unshak-
able faith in the supranational significance of a small nation sorely afflicted by 
history. 

T H E C Z E C H P E A S A N T M O V E M E N T , 

I T S L E A D E R A N D H I S P A R T Y 

Antonín Paleček 

The Czech Agrarian party originated around the turn of the Century. Its leader, 
Antonin Švehla, successfully transformed it from an interest-group party into 
a mass party by championing the interests of all groups of the rural population. 
Švehla also gained recognition and friends in other party camps. This enabled 
his rise to head of government and guarantor of a stable government in Czecho­
slovakia. The Czech Agrarians' election campaign slogan of „equal among equals" 
pavěd the way for participation of German parties and the Slovak People's party 
in the government from 1926 on. 

The Czech Agrarian party's mistrust of Dr. Beneš but also of the Communists 
was probably the main reason why it was banned after the Second World War. 
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