
cities for the Slovaks. In a little over three years, 9427 students were attending 
37 Slovak gymnasia and 14 teacher training institutes. I t is in this connection that 
Stefanek's work in Slovakia must be praised. For it was he who created the 
educational systém without which the new Czechoslovak State could not have 
been successful. 

T H E C Z E C H G O V E R N M E N T ' S A S S E S S M E N T O F T H E 

N A T I O N A L S O C I A L I S T „ M A C H T E R G R E I F U N G " I N 1933 

Thomas Storch 

Little attention has heretofore been paid to the question whether the political 
leadership of Czechoslovakia recognized the National Socialist danger in time 
and what priority was given in 1933 to staving off the German danger, as com-
pared with other threats. U p to 1933 the Czechoslovak government saw the main 
danger to its country in the revisionist policy of Hungary which Italy supported, 
and in a possible restoration of the Hapsburg monarchy. A threat from National 
Socialist Germany first seems to have been perceived only in April 1933. The un-
derestimation of this danger was evident in the attitude of the Czechoslovak go
vernment to the Four-Power Pact, to a new economic order in East-Central Europe, 
and to supporting Austria against Hitler's Germany. It can be demonstrated that 
Beneš had farsighted views of National Socialist foreign policy in the fall of 
1933, but they did not issue in any change of priorities in Prague's security poli-
cies. Differences with Italy over the problems of East-Central Europe prevented 
any Cooperation against the Reich. The ČSR persisted in seeing Austrian Anschluss 
with National Socialist Germany as a lesser evil than an Austrian monarchy under 
the Hapsburgs. This can be explained by the fact that the Prague leadership be-
lieved there was a considerable degree of continuity between the foreign policy 
goals of the Third Reich and those of the Weimar Republic. 

A M E R I C A N A N D V A T I C A N R E A C T I O N S 

T O T H E T I S O T R I A L 

Walter Ullmann 

The trial and ensuing death sentence pronounced against Dr. Jozef Tiso, presi
dent of the Slovak State during the Second World War, attracted great attention 
in the USA. Americans of Slovak origin in particular worked energetically for 
an intervention by the US government to prevent the sentence from being carried 
out. 

The State Department, however, rejected any intervention, as did the Vatican, 
which saw Tiso primarily as an ex-ally of the Third Reich — a view for which 
Tiso's activity during his time in power had provided enough concrete justification. 
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