
The abbey suffered under the economic consequences of the First World War, 
and then had to fear for its very existence during the period of the National Socialist 
German Protectorate regime (1939—1945). It was dissolved by the Czech govern­
ment in the year 1950. Since then Benedictine life has ceased to exist in Moravia 
and Bohemia. 
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The first part deals with pamphlets representing the Bohemian and Czech 
Standpoints, respectively. They are concerned with the achievement of equal 
status for Czech as an official language and in the schools, with the winning of a 
Constitution for Bohemia, and with the union of the lands of the Bohemian Crown. 
Some pamphlets are devoted to the Frankfurt National Assembly, and a great 
number (mostly appearing in Vienna) to the Prague Whitsun rebellion and its 
bloody suppression by Windischgrätz. 

A considerably smaller number of pamphlets of the Germans in Bohemia are 
available. Unquestionably, they displayed understanding for national equal rights 
for the Czechs, but already voices could be heard which feared suppression of the 
German minority. They demanded equal rights for all nations and advocated 
close ties between Germany and Austria. 

In Moravia and Silesia the national question was expressed more in federalistic-
separatistic terms. Moravia, which had always entertained close relations with 
Vienna, objected to a union with Bohemia and advocated an alliance between a 
free Austria and a free Germany. 
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This contribution attempts to characterize the economic and social prerequisites 
for the industrialization of northwestern Bohemia. The author examines the deve­
lopment of entrepreneurship in the framework of the German-liberal bourgeoisie 
and discusses the Situation of the working class in this period of industrial fluc-
tuation (railway-building, coal-mining areas). The study presents essential fea­
tures of the industrialization of the Bohemian northwest, and identifies the work-
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