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This contribution attempts to characterize the economic and social prerequisites
for the industrialization of northwestern Bohemia. The author examines the deve-
lopment of entrepreneurship in the framework of the German-liberal bourgeoisie
and discusses the situation of the working class in this period of industrial fluc-
tuation (railway-building, coal-mining areas). The study presents essential fea-
tures of the industrialization of the Bohemian northwest, and identifies the work-
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ing methods of the entrepreneurs, as well as the intervention of the state in
accordance with the precepts of the German-liberal ideology. Used as sources are

hitherto little exploited reports of the Reichenberg (Liberec) chamber of commerce
and industry.



