
ing methods of the entrepreneurs, as well as the intervention of the statě in 
accordance with the precepts of the German-liberal ideology. Ušed as sources are 
hitherto little exploited reports of the Reichenberg (Liberec) Chamber of commerce 
and industry. 

Š V E H L A — B E N E Š — MASARYK 

Antonín Paleček 

Contrary to the generally accepted view, the author views Švehla as the leading 
figuře of the First Czechoslovak Republic and as the founder of Czechoslovak 
democracy. 

Beneš presents a picture füll of contrasts. Though, on the one hand, he acquired 
the reputation of a liberal statesman by establishing friendly relations with the 
neighboring states, on the other, his role as a mediator between Russia, which he 
wanted to tie closer to Europe, and the Great Powers cast him in the part of the 
fool to Stalin, whose true designs he did not grasp. 

In comparison to Švehla and Beneš, Masaryk played a modest political role. 
He could be described as an uncrowned head of statě. He made little use of his 
right of intervention, but insisted that fairness and commonsense prevail in poli
tical decision-making. 

T H E F I E L D OF E C O N O M I C S P E D A G O G Y AT T H E 
G E R M A N I N S T I T U T I O N S OF H I G H E R E D U C A T I O N 

I N C Z E C H O S L O V A K I A F R O M 1918 T O 1945 

Ulrich Pleiß 

Evolving from the methodology of teaching commercial subjects, via commercial 
school pedagogy, economics pedagogy in Germany and Austria developed in con-
nection with the commercial teacher training programs offered by the commercial 
universities founded from the turn of the Century on. The extent of the pedagogi-
cal curriculum — and hence the varying strength of the impulse to establish an 
economics pedagogy disciplině — depended on whether the commercial education 
systém in the years before and after 1900 was oriented toward the classical com
mercial school (as in Saxony and Austria), or was guided by the vocationally-
oriented continuation school movement (as in Prussia and, after 1933, the German 
Reich). For the German-speaking areas of the Bohemian lands, this meant that 
until 1918 all the Danube monarchy's institutions of higher education were open 
to the Sudeten Germans. Commercial teacher training followed everywhere the 
prescriptions of the Austrian statě examination regulations. The Czechoslovak 
statě founded in 1918 carried on the Austrian commercial school systém without 
interruption, thus continuing also commercial teacher training according to the 
Austrian pattern. Influences from the German Reich became noticeable after 
1938/39. 
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