
O B S E R V A T I O N S O N L I N G U I S T I C I N T E R A C T I O N I N 
T H E B O H E M I A N - M O R A V I A N - S I L E S I A N L A N D S 

Hertha Wolf-Beranek f 

While German loan words and loan translations into Czech occur very fre-
quently, the stock of Slavic or Czech loan words in German is relatively small; 
of these only very few have penetrated into the literary German language — such 
as Peitsche, Zeisig, Jauche and Grenze. 

Dialects near the linguistic border contain the largest number of Czech words. 
It can also be established that word adoptions are concentrated in specific spheres 
of life, a process in which the words were taken over together with the object, 
mode of work, or custom itself. 

The fact that Czechs frequently hired themselves out to the Germans as ser-
vants, coachmen, maids and cooks contributed to the rieh stock of loan words in 
these particular spheres. A striking number of Czech loan words appear as desig-
nations for food staples, with dishes made of grain products playing a special role. 

T H E „ F A Z E R " L A N G U A G E : A N I N Q U I R Y I N T O T H E 

L A N G U A G E O F I T I N E R A N T M U S I C I A N S I N T H E 

S U D E T E N G E R M A N A R E A 

Bernhard S.T.Wolf 

This study deals with the vocabulary of itinerant musicians from the Erzgebirge 
in the first two decades of this cenrary. It assesses two word collections which 
appeared in the Erzgebirgszeitung in the years 1904 and 1916. As „Böhmische 
Musikanten", bands from the Erzgebirge not only went into neighboring lands, 
but travelled throughout Europe and even went as far as the Near East and Egypt. 
Over a period of time these self-contained groups created a vocabulary of their 
own which underlined their special social position. 

The list of words gives their source, definition, etymology, and, where appli­
cable, Synonyms. 

A N E X A M I N A T I O N O F T H E „ R Ü C K U M L A U T " I N T H E 

S U D E T E N G E R M A N D I A L E C T S 

Ernst Schroeckh 

In the introduction the author explains that the variety of German dialects in 
Bohemia and Moravia-Silesia can be traced back to medieval settlement in which 
various German tribes took part that for centuries preserved their linguistic pe-
culiarities. He then defines the concept of „Rückumlaut", coined by J. Grimm and 
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retained to the present day even though the term is misleading. The materiál ušed 
for this study was taken from the collection compiled for the Sudetendeutsches 
Wörterbuch. The present, préterit, and past participle of 50 verbs, drawn from 
530 lists of questions, are examined. The individual verbs are listed with their spe­
cial forms, followed by numbers indicating Rückumlaut areas and frequency. A 
generál overview indicates that verbs with Rückumlaut forms occur frequently in 
northern Bohemia and Sudeten Silesia, but that the number of examples increases 
from the Erzgebirge to the Riesengebirge, where their incidence is the highest. 

B R O W N C O A L A N D T H E E G E R B A S I N 

Anton S t i e f l 

The new dams in the Eger (Cheb) area serve mainly as a reservoir utilized in 
the exploitation of brown coal by the two large enterprises — the so-called brown 
coal combines — of the neighboring Falkenau (Sokolov) district. But the Eger 
basin also has an extensive, virtually untouched coal seam. The author points to 
the geological factors involved in the formation of coal deposits along the graben-
shaped steep southern slopes of the Erzgebirge, and to the occurrence of thermal 
waters and other post-volcanic phenomena which led to the establishment of world-
famous spas. The most important such health resorts along the 140-kilometer-long 
line from Aussig (Ústí nad Labem) to Eger (Cheb) are Teplitz-Schönau (Teplice), 
Karlsbad (Karlovy Vary) and Franzensbad (Františkovy Lázně). The author 
describes the serious dangers faced by these spas as a result of the development of 
brown coal mining since the last Century, and demonstrates why — especially after 
recent occurrences — it is most unlikely that new coal deposits will be opened up 
in the Eger basin. 
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