
retained to the present day even though the term is misleading. The materiál ušed 
for this study was taken from the collection compiled for the Sudetendeutsches 
Wörterbuch. The present, préterit, and past participle of 50 verbs, drawn from 
530 lists of questions, are examined. The individual verbs are listed with their spe­
cial forms, followed by numbers indicating Rückumlaut areas and frequency. A 
generál overview indicates that verbs with Rückumlaut forms occur frequently in 
northern Bohemia and Sudeten Silesia, but that the number of examples increases 
from the Erzgebirge to the Riesengebirge, where their incidence is the highest. 
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The new dams in the Eger (Cheb) area serve mainly as a reservoir utilized in 
the exploitation of brown coal by the two large enterprises — the so-called brown 
coal combines — of the neighboring Falkenau (Sokolov) district. But the Eger 
basin also has an extensive, virtually untouched coal seam. The author points to 
the geological factors involved in the formation of coal deposits along the graben-
shaped steep southern slopes of the Erzgebirge, and to the occurrence of thermal 
waters and other post-volcanic phenomena which led to the establishment of world-
famous spas. The most important such health resorts along the 140-kilometer-long 
line from Aussig (Ústí nad Labem) to Eger (Cheb) are Teplitz-Schönau (Teplice), 
Karlsbad (Karlovy Vary) and Franzensbad (Františkovy Lázně). The author 
describes the serious dangers faced by these spas as a result of the development of 
brown coal mining since the last Century, and demonstrates why — especially after 
recent occurrences — it is most unlikely that new coal deposits will be opened up 
in the Eger basin. 
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