
SUMMARIES 

THE D E M O G R A P H I C S I T U A T I O N I N B O H E M I A 
AND MORAVIA I N THE C E N T U R I E S A R O U N D 

THE B I R T H OF C H R I S T 

Helmut Preidel 

The author, whose point of departure is historical tradition and commonly held 
interpretations, examines the Situation of agriculture in the period around the 
birth of Christ and the size of the Volksversammlungen in order to establish cer­
tain relative proportions between territorial size, arable land, total population, 
upper stramm, and number of warriors. The figures arrived at contradict those 
named by ancient authors in their effort to magnify victories and make it easier 
to explain defeats. These data were long considered accurate. But major errors 
result when the present-day concept of „Volk" is projected back almost two 
thousand years. At that time, only those who took part in the Volksversammlung 
— that is, the upper Stratum — constituted the „Volk". The overwhelming 
majority of the people in the area, on the other hand, had no political rights. In 
Bohemia and Moravia the Celts subdued the agricultural late Hallstatt population. 
Shortly before the birth of Christ, Marcomanni and Quadi subjugated the Celts 
who had remained in the territory, as well as the „Celticized" late Hallstatt 
population. Czech researchers were able to demonstrate this by means of pain-
stakingly detailed work on archaeological materiál — but they interpret the facts 
incorrectly. 

T H E C Z E C H P O S T I L S I N T H E L I B R A R Y O F T H E 
F R A N C I S C A N M O N A S T E R Y O F N E U K I R C H E N 

N E A R H L . B L U T 

Winfried Baumann 

A whole little collection of literatuře grew up in the baroque period around the 
Marian pilgrimage to Neukirchen near Hl. Blut (situated on the Bavarian — Czech 
border south of Fürth im Wald). This literary testimony also furnishes valuable 
information about pilgrimages of the Bohemian neighbors to this Bavarian shrine. 
Four Czech postils, for instance, reached Neukirchen and are still preserved in the 
library of the Monastery. These were works by Sebastian Vojtěch Berlička (Scipio) 
Plzeňský, Jan Kleklar, Fabian Veselý, and Pavel Axlar — all four of them in the 
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great tradition of Czech postil literatuře. The works of these writers belong to the 
rather negatively judged religious literatuře for everyday practical usage which 
inundated Bohemia from the 17th Century on and was designed to replace non-
Catholic literatuře. 

M E R C A N T I L I S T T H E O R Y A N D T H E P R A C T I C E O F 

E C O N O M I C P O L I C Y I N A U S T R I A I N 1 7 4 3 : 

A N A C C O U N T B A S E D O N T H E P R O M U L G A T I O N O F 

T H E P O L I C E R E G U L A T I O N S O F 1 7 4 3 

Dietmar Stutzer 

This contribution deals with the contradictions between mercantilist theory and 
the practice of economic policy in the Austria of 1743, using as an example the 
discussions on theoretical principles that preceded Promulgation of the police 
regulations (Polizeiordnung') of 1743. It reaches the following conclusions: The 
police regulations of high mercantilism in Austria had protectionist goals and 
were aimed at promoting domestic industrial production and securing an active 
balance of payments and trade. Direct intervention in the consumption sphere 
seemed the only means available for achieving this end. But there were practical 
obstacles in the way of its implementation, which resulted from lacking administra­
tive structures and the fact that market economy principles were already well 
developed. This is why compromises were above all applied in mercantilist Austria 
in which market-economy elements can be discerned. Both the goals and the choice 
of means for intervention in the economic process in Austrian mercantilism indicate 
the existence of surplus purchasing power and a stable consumption basis among 
broad strata of the population. 

W A R H Y S T E R I A A N D P A T R I O T I S M : R E F L E C T I O N S 

O N A U S T R O - G E R M A N L I T E R A T U Ř E A T T H E 

B E G I N N I N G O F T H E F I R S T W O R L D W A R 

Robert A. Kann 

The essay discusses the frightening impact of war hysteria on Austro-German 
lyrics during the first months of World War I and how these emotions gradually 
weakened and eventually went into reverse. Inasmuch as most of the writers 
affected by war hysteria in their literary efforts were for one or the other reason 
exempted from military duties at least in the frontlines, the question is raised 
whether we face a subconscious confession of guilt, overcompensated by extreme 
aggressiveness against the enemy. The essay does not assail such feelings but tries 
to understand them. It is of interest in this context that only an amazingly small 
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