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C O U N T L E O T H U N A N D N A T U R A L LAW 

Adalbert Langer 

The „k. k. Minister des Cultus und Unterrichts", who grew up in northern 
Bohemia, had already concerned himself with Savigny and his historical school of 
jurisprudence while still a law student in Prague. Following this school, he sharply 
rejected natural law as well as Austrian „national education" as a barrier against 
penetration by foreign intellectual currents. The North German converts K. E. 
Jarcke and G. Phillips were important advisors of his. Thun managed to prěvail 
on the young Emperor against the older members of the government, and in his 
university reform, natural law, which had previously served as an introduction to 
the study of law, was replaced by the history of jurisprudence. Jarcke and Phillips 
regretted that the historical school of jurisprudence had no place, next to its con-
cept of law as originating and developing in the people, for what they considered 
the all-important religious component. This could have been discovered in medie­
val philosophy of law — but it was not sought there. For all the respect and 
acknowledgement that Thun gained, he was unable to achieve his goal which 
pointed in the direction of a Catholic — conservative philosophy of State. 

T H E C Z E C H N A T I O N A L S T A T E I N T H E Y E A R 1 9 1 9 

Alfred Opitz 

For the period between the end of the war in the fall of 1918 and the conclusion 
of the Paris peace treaties, there is only little expressive source materiál at the 
disposal of historical research on the building of the successor states after the 
disintegration of the Austro-Hungarian monarchy. Thus it is all the more welcome 
that a rapid succession of reports originating from the Saxon legation which con-
tinued to function in Vienna until the end of 1919 affords more detailed insight 
into the otherwise confusing picture of the first phase in the building of the succes­
sor states. Material from these reports is used to illuminate the internal and inter­
national Situation of the new Czedioslovak State. The problems of the efforts 
directed at the internal ordering of the State and of the economic transformation 
are discussed, as are the national questions which burdened the new State from the 


