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M I N I N G A N D I N D U S T R Y I N B O H E M I A I N T H E A G E 
O F N E O A B S O L U T I S M A N D L I B E R A L I S M , 1 8 4 8 — 18 75 

Gustav Otruba and Karl M. Brousek 

An analysis of reports of the Chambers of commerce and industry was the essen-
tial foundation for this detailed microeconomic survey of the development of 
Bohemian mining and industry from 1848 to 1875. Its extraordinary dynamism 
made this an interesting period of economic history; it followed the Revolution of 
1848 and saw both the feverish Gründerzeit years and the great crisis of 1873. 

A total of 19 charts furnish information on the life span and location of the 
industrial enterprises. Data on sites, production volume, and size of the work force, 
as well as on the use of machinery and on firm ownership — all of this materiál 
not pressed into any rigid framework — complete this richly detailed „diagnosis" 
of Bohemian industry. 

W E N C E S L A S L E G E N D S 

Ferdinand Seibt 

This contribution contrasts the two oldest texts from the lOth Century, which 
have long been the object of research discussion: the Latin Vita Crescente fide and 
the Old Slavic text which begins with the words „Ecce nunc . . . " , in order to probe 
the impulses from which they originated. I t confirms older conjectures that the 
Slavic variant, although proving better informed, cannot have preceded the Latin 
one but evidently followed it. Furthermore, differing ideological ties are revealed. 
In contrast to the social thought of the Slavic text, which has just recently been 
brought into connection with a Croatian synod, the Latin one — which, according 
to a new study, originated in the Bavarian missionary center of St. Emmeran — 
was an interesting mediator of the Cluniac view of the world and dominion. 

T H E F O R M E R J U D I C I A L D I S T R I C T O F W E S E R I T Z 
I N T H E S E T T L E M E N T H I S T O R Y O F W E S T E R N B O H E M I A 

Ralf Heimrath 

This study shows that the intensive cultivation of the district of Weseritz and its 
development as an area of settlement was essentially the deed of Czech settlers, but 
that they would not have been possible without the technical and cultural progress 
that the German side contributed to the work of colonization. The German dement 
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was a relative latecome r t o thi s area , but at th e latest from th e mid-17t h Centur y 
an d unti l th e mid-20t h Century , thi s judicia l distric t was populate d predominantl y 
by Germans . Th e Situatio n suddenl y change d drastically , however , after th e Secon d 
World War with th e expulsion of th e Germa n inhabitants . Th e thi n networ k of 
Settlement s toda y shows tha t th e resultin g populatio n losses have yet to be com -
pensate d for. 

T H E ACKERMANN  AUS BÖHMEN  A N D  TKADLEČEK: 
N E W V I E W S O N T H E I R R E L A T I O N S H I P 

Walter Schamschula 

Th e most recen t research investigation s seem to have established tha t Tkadleček 
is mor e dosely linked to th e origina l version of Ackermann tha n are an y of th e 
othe r extan t Ackermann texts, an d also tha t Tkadleček  point s to what was origi-
nally a far mor e detaile d Ackermann.  As against Rosenfeld' s attemp t to dat e th e 
origina l Ackermann version to th e tim e aroun d 1370, th e autho r Support s th e thesis 
tha t in th e Ackermann creator' s lette r to Pete r Rothirsc h in Pragu e (1404) , referenc e 
was indee d mad e to th e origina l Ackermann writte n by Johanne s von Saaz, which 
was probabl y compose d onl y a shor t tim e before. But th e extan t Ackermann ver-
sions — th e earliest towar d th e middl e of th e 15th Centur y — appea r t o go back to 
th e adaptatio n of an unknow n author . Tkadleček,  on th e othe r hand , reflects th e 
muc h mor e detaile d an d rhetoricall y argumentativ e origina l version of Ackermann. 

T . G . M A S A R Y K A N D P E O P L E ' S D E M O C R A C Y 

Eva Schmidt-Hartmann 

Thi s essay does no t claim to be an analysis of Masaryk' s politica l though t as such. 
I t onl y aims at demonstratin g tha t ther e were certai n ideas in Masaryk' s politica l 
theor y which contradicte d fundamenta l liberal an d democrati c principles . Thi s is 
why th e intellectua l heritag e of Masary k — th e most significant moder n Czech 
politica l philosophe r — contribute d to some politica l an d spirituá l failures in 
Czechoslovaki a after 1945. Masary k himself certainl y oppose d an y signs of so-
called „people' s democratic " distortion s of parliamentary , liberal an d democrati c 
practices ; yet, his dogmati c an d unrealisti c theoretica l concep t of democrac y pro -
ved to be closer to ideals of a social utopi a tha n to th e flexibility of th e open 
democrati c societies as develope d in Western Europe . 


