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During the more than thirty years of his reign, Charles IV devcloped church 
policy into one of the most important instruments with which he ruled. It was 
applied equally in Bohemia and the Holy Roman Empire. In Bohemia, Charles 
achieved the establishment of an archdiocese in Prague and the development of a 
unified, hierarchically structured territorial church. In the Empire, he managed to 
restore episcopal appointments to the monarchie sphere of influence. In the South 
and Central German bishoprics alone — the core interest area of Imperial rule — 
some two-thirds of all episcopal vacancies were filled by men of his choice. This 
shows that Charles IV took advantage of and consistently developed all opportuni-
ties for exercising sovereign authority also at the Imperial level, without according 
preferential treatment to Bohemia. The goal was to strengthen monarchie central 
authority in Boemia and in the Empire and to secure it for the Luxemburg dynasty. 

T H E L I B R A R Y O F T H E ST. T H O M A S A U G U S T I N I Á N 
M O N A S T E R Y O F P R A G U E c. 1 4 1 8 

Paulus Sládek 

This study is based on the library catalogues of the Codex Thomaeus from the 
period 1409—1418 edited by Jaroslav Kadlec. Establishing the autorship of nu-
merous anonymous works, the author shows the lively ties the St. Thomas mo-
nastery in Prague had with the then centers of learning in France (Paris), England 
and Italy. The early Humanist ideas and the historical-critical understanding came 
from Bologna, above all, presumably, via Johannes Klenkock. The foundation by 
Charles IV of the University of Prague, where theology was first taught by the 
Augustinián Nikolaus von Laun, made Prague the intellectual center north of the 


