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C H U R C H O R G A N I Z A T I O N A N D E P I S C O P A L 
A P P O I N T M E N T S AS AN I N S T R U M E N T O F R U L E : 

T H E R E L A T I O N S H I P O F I M P E R I A L A N D 
T E R R I T O R I A L R U L E AS I L L U S T R A T E D 

BY C H A R L E S IV'S C H U R C H P O L I C Y 

Gerhard Losher 

During the more than thirty years of his reign, Charles IV devcloped church 
policy into one of the most important instruments with which he ruled. It was 
applied equally in Bohemia and the Holy Roman Empire. In Bohemia, Charles 
achieved the establishment of an archdiocese in Prague and the development of a 
unified, hierarchically structured territorial church. In the Empire, he managed to 
restore episcopal appointments to the monarchie sphere of influence. In the South 
and Central German bishoprics alone — the core interest area of Imperial rule — 
some two-thirds of all episcopal vacancies were filled by men of his choice. This 
shows that Charles IV took advantage of and consistently developed all opportuni-
ties for exercising sovereign authority also at the Imperial level, without according 
preferential treatment to Bohemia. The goal was to strengthen monarchie central 
authority in Boemia and in the Empire and to secure it for the Luxemburg dynasty. 

T H E L I B R A R Y O F T H E ST. T H O M A S A U G U S T I N I Á N 
M O N A S T E R Y O F P R A G U E c. 1 4 1 8 

Paulus Sládek 

This study is based on the library catalogues of the Codex Thomaeus from the 
period 1409—1418 edited by Jaroslav Kadlec. Establishing the autorship of nu-
merous anonymous works, the author shows the lively ties the St. Thomas mo-
nastery in Prague had with the then centers of learning in France (Paris), England 
and Italy. The early Humanist ideas and the historical-critical understanding came 
from Bologna, above all, presumably, via Johannes Klenkock. The foundation by 
Charles IV of the University of Prague, where theology was first taught by the 
Augustinián Nikolaus von Laun, made Prague the intellectual center north of the 
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Alps. The fact that Augustine was a spirituál teacher of the 14th Century and, in 
particular, the teacher of Charles IV in his politics and his cultural endeavors gave 
special impetus to the activity of the Augustinián Order. The sharp conflicts with 
Johannes Hus in which the Augustinians were heavily involved pointed to the 
coming catastrophe. 

A G E R M A N - B O H E M I A N M I R A C L E 
P A I N T I N G I N S T Y R I A 

Leopold Kretzenbacher 

In the filial church of the Fourteen Saints of Intercession at the cemetery of 
Anger in eastern Styria — a heavily frequented place of pilgrimage especially in 
the 18th Century — there is a large oii painting (315 x 220 cm) vividly depkting, 
in simultaneous scenic form, a late medieval gallows-miracle legend from Kaaden/ 
Eger. Amid his courtiers, the Bohemian king is inspecting the ground plan of an 
ecclesiastical building — shown under construction — in honor of the Fourteen 
Saints of Intercession; a man condemned (by east of the dke among five noblemen-
brothers from Kaaden) to hang for lese majesty is supposed to have made so trustful 
a supplication to these Saints that they saved his life, through Mary's intercession, 
by holding their hands underneath him. The picture shows in detail the dice game, 
the moment of anguish on the gallows, the intercessio Mariae et sanetorum, the 
additional miracle of a disbeliever in the gallows-miracle giving monstrous birth to 
fourteen children. These themes can be detected in archival materiál on populär 
tradition, and emerge more strongly in songs and handbills on the promulgatio 
miraculorum for baroque pilgrims. The present study attempts to examine the 
individual motifs, spread through the West, in the special traditions of a eult 
filiation from the Franconian Vierzehnheiligen, as well as to explore the question 
of the secondary filiation of the Egerland miracle picture — presumably through 
Kaaden immigrants in eastern Styria around the year 1740. 

C R I M I N A L LAW S C I E N C E A T T H E U N I V E R S I T Y 
O F P R A G U E 

Erich Schmied 

This paper discusses how criminal law science was eultivated at Prague university 
in the period from its foundation by Emperor Charles IV in 1348 to 1945. Initially 
criminal law science was something of a stepchild within the framework of canon 
and Roman law. The Professor of the Digest presented criminal law as further 


