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group of refugees, followed by Sudeten Germans (predominantly Social Democrats) 
and Jews; the latter were fleeing, above all, from the anti-Semitk terror of the 
Henlein movement. For many of the Sudeten German and Jewish refugees, this 
was but the first stage on the road to emigration. Foreign reliéf measures for the 
refugees were carried out almost exclusively by British organizations: the Lord 
Mayor's Fund, the News Chronicle Fund, the Save the Children Fund, and the 
British Labour Party should be especially singled out for mention. Against the 
initial rcsistance of the British Government, these organizations took the first con-
crete Steps toward the emigration of the refugees to Great Britain. 

H I T L E R ' S MACHTERGREIFUNG A N D T H E D E C A Y 

O F D I P L O M A C Y 

Peter Krüger 

The decay of German diplomacy and its consequences for Europe, and especially 
Czechoslovakia, were linked closely with the rejection of the concept of Verständi
gungspolitik in the Stresemann era and the collapse of the Republic from 1930 on. 
What happened was a gradual transition to an ever more ruthless, nationalistic 
foreign policy. This was accompanied by the marked appearance of authoritarian 
features in the German systém of government and with the rise of Hitler. His 
„Machtergreifung" was likewise a longer process. Thus 30 January 1933, despite 
the fundamental change in objectives, outwardly represented for foreign policy only 
a stage on the road. The alignment to a nationalistic great-power conception subse-
quently created a further obstacle to the diplomatic resistance to Hitler. 

P O L A N D A N D C Z E C H O S L O V A K I A : 

T H E I R R E L A T I O N S H I P I N T H E F I E L D O F F O R C E 

O F I N T E R N A T I O N A L P O L I T I C S , 1 9 3 2 — 1 9 3 4 
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Differing perceptions of the orientation of their respective policies after World 
War I and border disputes conditioned the animosity and antipathy that dominated 
the relations between the ČSR and Poland in the interwar period. Polish fears that 
the Carpatho-Ukraine could, with Czech help, become a Ukrainian „Piedmont" 
endangering the territorial integrity of Poland, as well as the Prague government's 
reservations about Polish benevolence vis-á-vis revisionist Hungarian demands and 
the moral support of Slovák autonomy aspirations prevented, even in the face of 
the disturbing rise of the National Socialists in the German Reich, any closer 


