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Cooperatio n between France' s two allies. Several attempt s — promote d by th e 
guaranto r power Franc e — to settle th e bilatera l difference s an d form a unite d 
defensive fron t against Hitler' s German y never really got off th e ground . Th e 
surprisin g achievemen t öf a Germa n — Polish non-aggressio n agreemen t on 26 
Januar y 1934 an d th e Warsaw government' s lack of interes t in an Easter n Pac t 
exacerbate d th e mutua l reservations , all th e mor e so because Polan d displayed an 
increasingl y hostil e attitud e towar d th e ČSR . Th e inabilit y of th e Polish an d 
Czechoslova k politician s to seek political , militar y an d economi c Cooperatio n based 
on trus t contribute d significantl y to th e success of Hitler' s foreign policy of revision 
an d expansion , an d permitte d th e Polish — Czechoslova k conflic t to becom e one 
of th e essentia l element s of Europea n politic s before 1939. 

C Z E C H O S L O V A K I A I N T H E E P O C H A L Y E A R O F 1 9 3 3 

ff ans Lemberg 

Th e author' s concer n is a generá l diagnosis of the Czechoslova k Republi c as a 
neighbo r of German y in th e year of Hitler' s accession to power . Usin g selected 
events of the economi c crisis year of 1933, th e study focuses on th e areas „Stat e and 
Constitution " (of special interes t here is th e questio n of protectin g th e endangere d 
democracy) , the „self-perceptio n of th e ČSR " (e. g. on th e nationa l holiday) , and 
th e social an d particularl y nationa l Integratio n problem s (above all, Slovaks and 
Germans) . Th e articl e conclude s with a look at th e consciousnes s of th e crisis and 
with the Observatio n tha t 1933 was a turnin g poin t in the developmen t of th e ČSR . 

H I T L E R ' S „MACHTERGREIFUNG"  A N D T H E 
S U D E T E N G E R M A N U N I F I C A T I O N M O V E M E N T 

Ernst Nittner 

Th e Sudete n Germa n unificatio n can onl y be correctl y assessed against th e back-
groun d of th e antecedent s of nationa l tension s in th e Danub e monarch y reachin g 
back int o th e 19th Century , an d — for th e perio d after 1918 — of th e Firs t Czecho -
slovak Republic' s national-stat e demarcatio n ideology. Th e grossdeutsch concep t 
also goes back to 1848. 

As a questio n of self-determinatio n an d coresponsibilit y for th e State , th e Sudete n 
Germa n problé m is older tha n Nationa l Socialism and Hitler' s chancellorship . Th e 
leadershi p of K. Henlein' s broa d movemen t was unti l 1935/3 6 far remove d ideolo -
gically from Hitler' s Nationa l Socialism and loyal to th e State . Hitler' s orthodo x 
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supporters among the Sudeten Germans were an insignificant minority. Only later 
did the display of power, the apparent achievements and successes, as well as the 
propaganda and agitation of the National Socialist State lead to an intellectual 
reorientation of the party leadership and to the spread of a unity psychosis among 
the minority. 

In the final years before Munich, the appeasement policy of the Western powers, 
the Austrian „Anschluss", and the lack of a constructive Czech contribution brought 
about, through political and psychological pressure, a surface unanimity that — 
even without ideological agreement — could be put in the Service of Hitler's 
aggression. 


