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Ages gave the individual reasons enough to comprehend human life in terms of 
crisis. Strongest represented in literatuře because it matched the practical interests 
of the rising middle class was the theme of love and marriage. But the middle-
class matrimonial statě was not yet in a position to supplant the aristocratic ideal 
of Minne. It was still frequently viewed only as a way of avoiding a worser evil. 
Even more marked by crisis Symptoms were the themes of human sinfulness and 
death. The loss of the earlier knightly ideal of morally standing the test in the 
Service of what was good also in this world left behind the notion of a completely 
sinful world with which no compromise was permissible. Since déath put an end 
to all that seemed of value, there was no longer any socio-moral goal. AU that 
mattered was the salvation of the soul in the hereafter. The more enticements the 
world offered, the louder were the warnings against their moral dangers. They 
were depicted as guileful temptations, and recognition of this offered the only 
possibility of escaping the dangers. Only a few poets came to terms with this 
crisis sensibility. Chaucer encountered it with witty irony. The Ackermann poet 
saw the passionate struggle of the living with death as a human achievement ren-
dered honorable by God, even if this life had to fall prey to death. 

T H E R U R A L P O O R I N T H E L A T Ě 18th A N D E A R L Y 19th 

C E N T U R Y : A S T R U C T U R A L A N A L Y S I S B A S E D O N T H E 

E X A M P L E O F T H E B U Q U O Y D O M A I N O F G R A T Z E N 

I N S O U T H E R N B O H E M I A 

Margarete Buquoy 

The domain of Gratzen in southern Bohemia, which encompassed 14 parishes, 
is ušed as an example to analýze the structure of the rural poor and to demonstrate 
early forms of social security. What makes this čase notable is the fact that all the 
poor within a larger area who were below precisely defined living wage (one-third 
of a day-laborer's wage) were recorded — and this for a relatively early period 
of time (1781—1809). This was doně in the descriptions of the poor in the so-called 
„Armeninstitut" founded by Count Johann von Buquoy in 1779, the first com-
prehensive and systematic program for care of the poor in Central Europe, a 
preform of public welfare. These represent an initial form of poverty statistics 
dealing with the poor on an individual basis; they provide data on the degree of 
need and the causes of poverty, thus reflecting the interest of the social reformer 
Buquoy, who was influenced by the Catholic Enlightenment, in prophylactic mea-
sures. Data on more than 400 poor persons permit reasonably well-founded con-
clusions on age structure, number of children, subsistence, financing of dwellings 
and heating, earning possibilities, mobility, and the causes of poverty. In addition 
of the new form of public care of the impoverished, the poor also benefited from 
such traditional charitable institutions as infirmaries, as well as from medical and 
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economic innovations ranging from free medical care to the foundation of a 
hospital for incurables (Siechenhaus), the opening up of new lands through coloni-
zation, and the establishment of a lending bank, and — this the most significant 
prophylactic measure of all — the educational reform of Ferdinand Kindermann. 

C Z E C H O S L O V A K M I L I T A R Y I N T H E B A T T L E 

O F S O K O L O V O (8 — 12 M A R C H 1 9 4 3 ) 

Erich Kulka 

On 21 June 1941 Hitler invaded the Soviet Union. Under an agreement bet­
ween the Soviet government and the Czechoslovak government-in-exile, a battalion 
of volunteers, under the command of Ludvík Svoboda, was thereupon formed from 
Czechoslovaks living in the Soviet Union, a high percentage of whom were Jews. 

Their training lasted seven months and, due to the lack of weapons, was extremely 
primitive. On 31 January 1943 the battalion received its operational Orders. 
Exhausted by its long marches and inadequate provisions, the army was expected, 
right after its arrival in Sokolovo, to prevent a breakthrough by German tanks, 
but the shortage of ammunition kept it from holding the village. A counterattack 
the following night aimed at recapturing Sokolovo only compounded the disaster. 
The order to retreat came on March 13. 

By awarding decorations the Moscow leadership and the Communist Party of 
Czechoslovakia did their utmost to present the Sokolovo defeat as a victory. 

The Jewish participation which made the formation of this combat unit possible 
in the first place has not been acknowledged to this day. 

W I L H E L M V O N M E D I N G E R , T H E I N T E R N A T I O N A L 

O R D E R A F T E R 1 9 1 8 A N D T H E S H A D O W S 

O F T H E M A N F R O M LA M A N C H A 

Peter Krüger 

Commemorating the 50th anniversary of the death of the Sudeten German 
politician Wilhelm von Medinger, this is the first attempt at a systematic clari-
fication of those aspects of his political career that are still of interest today. 
Medinger's responses to the political Situation of his day were of a most unusual 
intensity and persistence for a minority politician. This was historically conditioned 
by the formative influence of the statě and the liberal ruling strata of the Haps-
burg monarchy; the trauma of the War and the collapse of 1918, a worldwide 
phenomenon; the most unaccustomed position of the Sudeten Germans as a harassed 


