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economic innovations ranging from free medical care to the foundation of a 
hospital for incurables (Siechenhaus), the opening up of new lands through coloni-
zation, and the establishment of a lending bank, and — this the most significant 
prophylactic measure of all — the educational reform of Ferdinand Kindermann. 

C Z E C H O S L O V A K M I L I T A R Y I N T H E B A T T L E 

O F S O K O L O V O (8 — 12 M A R C H 1 9 4 3 ) 

Erich Kulka 

On 21 June 1941 Hitler invaded the Soviet Union. Under an agreement bet
ween the Soviet government and the Czechoslovak government-in-exile, a battalion 
of volunteers, under the command of Ludvík Svoboda, was thereupon formed from 
Czechoslovaks living in the Soviet Union, a high percentage of whom were Jews. 

Their training lasted seven months and, due to the lack of weapons, was extremely 
primitive. On 31 January 1943 the battalion received its operational Orders. 
Exhausted by its long marches and inadequate provisions, the army was expected, 
right after its arrival in Sokolovo, to prevent a breakthrough by German tanks, 
but the shortage of ammunition kept it from holding the village. A counterattack 
the following night aimed at recapturing Sokolovo only compounded the disaster. 
The order to retreat came on March 13. 

By awarding decorations the Moscow leadership and the Communist Party of 
Czechoslovakia did their utmost to present the Sokolovo defeat as a victory. 

The Jewish participation which made the formation of this combat unit possible 
in the first place has not been acknowledged to this day. 

W I L H E L M V O N M E D I N G E R , T H E I N T E R N A T I O N A L 

O R D E R A F T E R 1 9 1 8 A N D T H E S H A D O W S 

O F T H E M A N F R O M LA M A N C H A 

Peter Krüger 

Commemorating the 50th anniversary of the death of the Sudeten German 
politician Wilhelm von Medinger, this is the first attempt at a systematic clari-
fication of those aspects of his political career that are still of interest today. 
Medinger's responses to the political Situation of his day were of a most unusual 
intensity and persistence for a minority politician. This was historically conditioned 
by the formative influence of the statě and the liberal ruling strata of the Haps-
burg monarchy; the trauma of the War and the collapse of 1918, a worldwide 
phenomenon; the most unaccustomed position of the Sudeten Germans as a harassed 
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minority in the young Czechoslovak Republic. At home and above all in the inter
national aréna, he stood up for parliamentary democracy, a foreign policy of 
peaccful understanding, and economic Cooperation, even if he could not entirely 
free himself of certain German prejudiccs and his, in part, idealistic efforts were 
not crowned by success. 

F I V E P R A G U E G E R M A N „ V I C T O R Y S E R M O N S " 

A D D R E S S E D T O T H E V A N Q U I S H E R O F T H E T U R K S , 

E M P E R O R L E O P O L D I, B E T W E E N 1 6 8 3 A N D 1 6 8 8 

Leopold Kretzenbacher 

These victory sermons were held in Prague's St. Vitus Cathedral in a desperate 
period of time when the very existence of the House of Hapsburg was gravely 
threatened. For years the dynasty had had no male heirs, until Empress Eleonore 
finally gave birth to two heirs to the throne in 1678 and 1685. The overwhelming 
forces of the Turks were before Vienna in 1683; the Turks remained for years in 
that virually „ungovernable" Hungary of the Turkish fortresses, the rebellion 
of Emerich Tököly (1682), the „malcontents", the rebellious-treasonable nobility 
with its open and hidden attempts on the Emperor (this with the knowledge of his 
brother-in-law, Louis XIV of France). Only in the context of this Situation which 
seemed hopeless to the people of Prague, Vienna and the hereditary lands between 
Bohemia and the Adriatic can these sermons of Canon Johannes Becker (1649— 
1710; from 1701 Bishop of Königgrätz) be understood —• as ringing appeals to see 
it through to the end. Their aim was to arouse, to show that Leopold I visibly 
enjoyed „Goďs blessing"; that his was not directly to intervene in the war as 
Commander, but it was his duty to abide in prayer for the preservation of throne, 
altar, Reich and Church. Along the lineš of the „typology concept" handed down 
from the Middle Ages, the Old and New Testament are constantly compared, the 
crisis presented as „ordained by God" and thus with a predictable final victory 
as outcome, and the whole delivered with all the verve of baroque eloquence. 

J .W. T I T T A A N D T H E DEUTSCHER VOLKSRAT 

FÜR BÖHMEN 

Erich Schmied 

The physician Dr. Titta was no political statesman but nonetheless one of the 
principál figures in the interplay of forces between Germans and Czechs in Bohemia; 
a man whose political influence far surpassed that of the prominent professional 


