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minority in the young Czechoslovak Republic. At home and above all in the inter­
national aréna, he stood up for parliamentary democracy, a foreign policy of 
peaccful understanding, and economic Cooperation, even if he could not entirely 
free himself of certain German prejudiccs and his, in part, idealistic efforts were 
not crowned by success. 

F I V E P R A G U E G E R M A N „ V I C T O R Y S E R M O N S " 

A D D R E S S E D T O T H E V A N Q U I S H E R O F T H E T U R K S , 

E M P E R O R L E O P O L D I, B E T W E E N 1 6 8 3 A N D 1 6 8 8 

Leopold Kretzenbacher 

These victory sermons were held in Prague's St. Vitus Cathedral in a desperate 
period of time when the very existence of the House of Hapsburg was gravely 
threatened. For years the dynasty had had no male heirs, until Empress Eleonore 
finally gave birth to two heirs to the throne in 1678 and 1685. The overwhelming 
forces of the Turks were before Vienna in 1683; the Turks remained for years in 
that virually „ungovernable" Hungary of the Turkish fortresses, the rebellion 
of Emerich Tököly (1682), the „malcontents", the rebellious-treasonable nobility 
with its open and hidden attempts on the Emperor (this with the knowledge of his 
brother-in-law, Louis XIV of France). Only in the context of this Situation which 
seemed hopeless to the people of Prague, Vienna and the hereditary lands between 
Bohemia and the Adriatic can these sermons of Canon Johannes Becker (1649— 
1710; from 1701 Bishop of Königgrätz) be understood —• as ringing appeals to see 
it through to the end. Their aim was to arouse, to show that Leopold I visibly 
enjoyed „Goďs blessing"; that his was not directly to intervene in the war as 
Commander, but it was his duty to abide in prayer for the preservation of throne, 
altar, Reich and Church. Along the lineš of the „typology concept" handed down 
from the Middle Ages, the Old and New Testament are constantly compared, the 
crisis presented as „ordained by God" and thus with a predictable final victory 
as outcome, and the whole delivered with all the verve of baroque eloquence. 

J .W. T I T T A A N D T H E DEUTSCHER VOLKSRAT 

FÜR BÖHMEN 

Erich Schmied 

The physician Dr. Titta was no political statesman but nonetheless one of the 
principál figures in the interplay of forces between Germans and Czechs in Bohemia; 
a man whose political influence far surpassed that of the prominent professional 
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politician. His efforts for the preservation of Deutschtum in the linguistic border 
town of Trebnitz led him to the idea of founding a large, independent, nonparti-
san roof Organization of all the German parties and organizations, a body of a 
purely defensive nature without any political tendency. This was the „Deutscher 
Volksrat für Böhmen". This study shows how the Organization came into being 
developed, and what became of it. Dr. Titta and the Deutscher Volksrat were 
involved especially in dealing with the sensitive language problém and the 
question of national delimitation in Bohemia. In 1918 the Deutscher Volksrat was 
— as the German consul-general in Prague reported back to the Foreign Office in 
Berlin — the only Organization that was above the parties. But it was powerless 
and thus doomed to failure. After the ČSR was founded the lifework of Dr. Titta 
was gradually destroyed. There were repeated calls after his death for a union of 
Germans following the model of Dr. Titta's Volksrat, but political developements 
ultimately took different roads. 

T H E S T A T E W I D E C A T H O L I C C O N G R E S S , 

P R A G U E , 1 9 3 5 : A N A L M O S T U N N O T I C E D J U B I L E E 

Ernst Nittner 

Seventy-five years, after the Catholic associations of Germany and Austria 
sponsored a supranational Catholic Congress in Prague (1860), a statewide Catholic 
Congress took place in the samé city, in 1935, but in entirely different circumstan-
ces. This event was overshadowed by other preoccupations of the day. Attention in 
1935 was focused above all on the escalation of the Situation in Spain, Italy's 
designs on Abyssinia, and the impact of developments in Hitler's National 
Socialist State on the national problems of the ČSR. 

In terms of church policy the Catholic Congress was a turning point. The ČSR 
had been born in the struggle against the Hapsburgs — and thus on anti-Catholic 
premises. Foreign Minister Beneš and the papal legate, Cardinal Verdier of Paris, 
now succeeded in defusing the strained relationship between State and Church. 

The central problém of the national conflicts could not be solved, howevcr. 
The some 50,000 Sudeten Germans who came to Prague had a self-contained pro­
gram of their own. Only two of the church Services during the Congress were held 
jointly for all six nations of the State. The Germans enjoyed a fully equal status 
and there were no incidents, but there also were no constructive encounters and 
discussions that served to promote understanding and reconciliation between 
Czechs and Germans. 


