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S O C I A L C R I T I C I S M I N C Z E C H L I T E R A T U Ř E 
O F 1970s A N D 1 9 8 0 s C Z E C H O S L O V A K I A 

Robert Pynsent 

Although the Situation for the development of a literatuře sensitive to con
temporary social problems looked unpromising at the beginning of the 1970s, in 
fact a literatuře of some interest has been produced. It criticizes, more or less at the 
behest of the Party, consumerism, the new class that consumerism has produced, 
and the pursuits linked with affluence (alcoholism, glue-sniffing, prostitution, 
petty and organized crime — and industrial pollution). Probably more important 
than all that is the fact that, though neither the role of the Party nor the Soviet 
Union can be criticized, writers are beginning to criticize old-style Party activists, 
political careerism, petty activities on the part of the secret police, the army, 
kindergartens, the State's greed for foreign currency, and so forth. Something of 
the growth of Christianity in Czechoslovakia is also reflected in new literatuře. 
The period since "normalization" has produced writers of promise, notably Jana 
Červenková, Josef Frais, Petr Hájek, Bedřich Hlinka and Ludvík Němec. 

P A T R O N A G E A N D G U A R D I A N S H I P (PFLEGSCHAFT) 

I N T H E L A T Ě M E D I E V A L E C C L E S I A S T I C A L 

L I F E O F T H E T O W N O F E G E R 

Dieter Demandt 

The attainment of the right of patronage by the Order of Teutonic Knights was 
of fundamental importance in the ecclesiastical development of latě medieval Eger. 
Nevertheless, the Town Council of Eger acquired at the parish church of St. Niklas 
and other churches in Eger the pre-eminent right of presentation to the benefices 
endowed there for secular priests, thus achieving a notable position in the patro
na ge-legal sphere. This should not, however, be seen as the result of any purposelul 
efforts. Alone in the čase of the transformation of a synagogue into a church was 
the Council's intention of gaining a municipal church of its own obvious. Nor can 
a relosute advance into the Church sphere be ascertained with respect to the various 
Pflegschaften maintained by the Council. However, during its conflict with the 
Ciarisses, the Council insisted on the rights it had acquired to their convents. The 
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