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acquisition of rights of patronage and Pflegschaften may not, as a rule, have been 
the result of any. deliberate policy vis-á-vis the Church but it did nonetheless give 
the Council possibilities of influence. 
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Adoptions of epic German materiál by the Czechs and Russians represent a 
salient phenomenon in the intricate relationship between West and East. One of 
the prime examples of the translated prose literatuře with fantastic content is the 
Czech and Russian Bruncvík which ultimately goes back to the legend of Henry 
the Lion. The present contribution attempts to trace the arsenal of monsters presen-
ted in the Slavic versions in the natural history books of the Middle Ages. It 
pinpoints the principál source materiál for the Czech version (Albertus Magnus, 
Thomas of Chantimpré, Isidore of Seville, Gervase of Tilbury, Honorius of Autun, 
Lucidarius), and draws on the pertinent research of the French medievalist Claude 
Lecouteux (Paris, Sorbone) to fertilize the disciplině of Bohemian studies. The 
results are a contribution to the international field of "dracology" and also shed 
light on the natural history knowledge of the anonymous Czech author — who 
according to Jaroslav Kolár probably dates back to the 14th Century. 
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The First Czechoslovak Republic was the only State of Central Europe during 
the interwar period that remained a democracy until it was destroyed by external 
forces. To be sure, it was a democracy with little luster; the assessment of its 
achievements in scholarly literatuře — depending on the observer's origin or point 
of view — is to a surprising degree negative. This article attempts to point out the 
achievements of the democratic institutions of Czechoslovakia, but at the same time 
to enumerate the weak points of the democracy, which resided especially in the 
tension between a Constitution on the French model and an entirely different, 
complex society, as well as in the sphere of political culture and the political be-
havior of those held state functions. Democracy in Czechoslovakia appears here 
as a viable political order with specific stresses and some serious hazards, which, 
taken as a whole, were not responsible for the downfall of the State, but did offer 
National Socialist Germany an opening to assail the democracy. 


