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M I L A N H O D Z A 

Architect of the Bourgeois Coalition and Adversary of the „Castle", 1926—1928 

Ladislav Lipscher 

The Agrarian party was the strengest political force in the First Czechoslovak 
Republic. One of its most influential figures was the Slovák Milan Hodža, who 
as minister of agriculture put through the abolition of the agricultural tariffs, with 
the help of the middle-class coalition. As schools minister he advocated a "con-
structive nationalism", with which he hoped to solve the minorities problém. His 
special brand of political morality and his ambitions for the position of foreign 
minister made Hodža a decided Opponent of the "Castle". But repeated political 
affairs finally led to his resignation as minister of instruction. He reached the 
pinnacle of his political career in the years 1935—1938, when he held the office 
of Prime Minister. 

T H E " M O S T A U S T R I A N " P A R T Y C O N G R E S S 

O F T H E C Z E C H S O C I A L D E M O C R A T S 

Johann Wolf gang Brügel 

The most notable feature of the Ninth Party Congress of the Czech Social 
Democrats in December 1913 in Prague was a páper by Bohumír Šmeral in which 
he reflected on the further development of Austria-Hungary. He did demand the 
revolutionary transformation of the economic Organization of society and political 
power for the Proletariat, but only on the basis of the existing State order. 

O N T H E B O R D E R O F I N F I N I T Y 

Karel Mácha 

Two Czech-language authors, Václav Černý, a Romanist in Prague, and Rio 
Preisner, a Germanist in the USA, subscribed to differing definitions of "Czech 
culture", which led to heated polemics. While Václav Černý denies the present-day 
socialist society any culture worthy of the name, Preisner accuses him of an 
exaggerated cultural pessimism. 

K A R L K R A U S : F I F T Y Y E A R S O N 

Friedrich Jenaczek 

In order to grasph Karl Kraus' view of literatuře as language, H. Arntzen has 
given some thought to questions of literatuře, language as reflection, and language 


