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zu entscheiden . Sie selbst kontrollier t ihre Machtposition , die sich nich t auf Autorität , 
Qualifikation , Vertraue n oder Erfolg gründet , sonder n auf Kraft , Gewalt , Dro -
hun g un d Zwang . Di e soziale Lage, in der sie sich befindet , unterscheide t sich 
wesentlich von den Kriterie n un d Klassifikatione n andere r sozialer Elite n ode r 
Gruppe n in ähnliche n Positionen . Hie r handel t es sich um die höchst e Stufe inner -
halb der Machthierarchie , deren Teilnehme r ihre Positio n mit Hilfe der Mecha -
nismen gewinnen , die für ein totalitäre s System typisch sind. " De r Autor faßt die 
Analyse des politische n Systems mit folgenden Worte n zusammen : „Unse r Sozial-
system . . . war un d ist weder ein Volksstaat noch die Diktatu r des Proletariats . 
. . . Weder das Volk, d. h. die Bevölkerung , noch der Ker n des Volkes, die Ar-
beiterklasse , sind tatsächlic h Inhabe r der Produktionsmittel . Sie habe n auch keine 
Möglichkei t . . . über den Umgan g mit dem Volkseigentum zu entscheiden . . . . Di e 
herrschend e Elit e disponier t nich t nu r mit dem stattliche n Eigentum , sonder n sie 
beurteil t auch , was zum Vortei l des Volkes un d der Gesellschaf t ist." (S. 168 f.). 
Klofáčs aufgrun d empirische r Materialie n angestellt e Analyse stimm t mi t den 
Überlegunge n von Norber t Elias über die realsozialistische n Systeme durchau s 
überei n  2. 

Zu m Schlu ß bringt der Autor die Funktio n der Ideologi e eines bedrohte n ein-
heitliche n Systems mit den systemimmanente n Widersprüche n un d Konflikte n zu-
sammen . D a die Realitä t von ideologische n Entscheidunge n bestimm t werde, könn e 
sie nich t Maßsta b für falsche oder richtige politisch e Entscheidunge n werden . Jede 
Kriti k an ihr werde zum Ausdruck feindliche r Ideologie . Dari n liege der Grund , 
warum die Ideologi e einer einheitliche n Gesellschaf t wichtig sei. Sie sei die Waffe 
gegen die Opposition , die dennoc h existiere. Di e politisch e Mach t reagiere darau f 
mit dem Ausbau ihre r Mach t un d des Zwangsapparates . Je größer der Unterschie d 
zwischen Herrschende n un d Volk, desto unüberwindliche r werde der Antagonismus , 
der bereit s ein Konfliktpotentia l darstelle . Di e soziale Situatio n gleiche einer Zeit -
bombe . De r Autor läßt den Ausgang offen: „E s ist schwer zu sagen, wie un d wo 
der Konflik t kulminiere n wird." (S. 167). 

Tübinge n L i b u š e V o l b r a c h t o v a 

Heneka,A.  IJanouch,  František I P r e c an , Vilem I Vladislav, Jan 
(Hrsg.): A Besieged Culture. Czechoslovakia Ten Years after Helsinki. 

The Chart a 77 Foundatio n and Internationa l Helsink i Foundatio n for Huma n Rights, 
Stockholm-Vienn a 1985, 300 pp., US $ 10,—. 

Thi s is an antholog y of declarations , letter s an d report s writte n between 1968 
an d 1985 mainl y by Czech s or Slovaks, but the odd foreign writer also appears . 
I t also contain s Jiř í Kolar' s imaginativ e series of patchwork-photographs , "Kaf-
ka's Prague " (pp . 32—43). Th e volume was produce d for th e Europea n Cul -

2 Notize n zum Lebenslau f in: Mach t und Zivilisation . Frankfur t 1984 (Materialie n zu 
Norber t Elias' Zivilisationstheori e 2). 
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tura l Foru m held in Budapes t in th e autum n of 1985. In th e Introductio n 
Ja n Vladislav states tha t it is "nothin g like th e countles s propagand a brochure s 
to be foun d at every Conference , which attemp t [... ] to concea l or dispel [sic] 
th e real statě of affairs" (p . 9). 

A Besieged Culture is, however , as its title indicates , propaganda . I do no t 
kno w whethe r it actuall y attempt s to concea l th e real statě of affairs. I t certainl y 
occasionall y succeed s in so doing . But tha t migh t be th e result of good old-fashione d 
Schlamperei. Th e emigré editor s conceiv e of Czec h an d Slovák cultur e in 
Czechoslovaki a as a struggle between good, 'dissidenť , activit y an d evil, 'official', 
activit y an d the y have constructe d thei r antholog y accordingly . A large par t of 
th e book (pp . 60—122) consist s in an enquěte. Th e editors ' arroganc e is manifes t 
in th e way the y instruc t th e writers the y send it to what th e Situatio n in Czecho -
slovakia is. I t is "a crisis Situation " (p . 61) — actually , like most years or period s 
in Czec h history , if no t Slovák, since th e beginnin g of th e 1890s, I blam e Masary k 
for th e Czec h love of crises —. In thi s cultura l crisis "all kind s of manipulatio n 
by th e statě have mad e freedom of intellecuta l [sic] life impossible , preventin g 
communicatio n between th e creative peopl e an d th e rest of th e populatio n an d 
blockin g th e developmen t of creative powers amon g new generations " (p . 61). 
Tha t is just silly. Th e editors , however , are with this book presumabl y preachin g 
primaril y to th e converted , to othe r emigrés an d to groups of individual s in th e 
East an d West who accep t informatio n on Czechoslovaki a only from 'dissidents ' 
an d emigrés. A Besieged Culture is of no use to th e serious studen t of Czech 
an d Slovák literatuř e an d of very little , if any, use of student s of Czechoslova k 
history . 

Some of th e information , thoug h alread y printe d in emigré periodical s or in 
books, ma y be new to a few students , though , for reason s which will becom e clear , 
those student s migh t be wary. Fo r example , Shakespeare' s sonne t 66 "from tim e 
to tim e [... ] is censored " (p . 174) or, mor e seriously, theologica l facultie s have 
since 1980 apparentl y no t been "considere d a par t of th e higher educatio n systém" 
(p . 76). Some account s are emotionall y powerfu l like Iva Kotrla' s "Aroun d th e 
Abyss" (pp . 157—60) or th e descriptio n of a police raid on a hom e for elderly 
nun s (pp . 223—25). Some Statement s are emotiona l an d misleading . Th e regime in 
Czechoslovaki a is said to be "illegitimate " (p . 9), which is no t true . I t is said tha t 
th e presen t regime tried " to impos e a radica l reform of Czec h grammar " (p . 11), 
Th e writer is referrin g to th e rationalisatio n of th e use of i an d y in Czech , a 
spelling reform which had been propose d long before 1968 an d which is quit e 
consisten t with othe r speeling reforms . Onc e a natio n accept s speeling reform s or, 
rather , accept s th e notio n of an academ y which impose s rules of language , such 
reform s seem inevitable . Mos t Europea n countrie s have academie s which try to 
preven t th e natura l developmen t of language , phenomen a like franglais. So even 
such a Propagandis t as Vladislav should no t have cited th e ily reform . 

Sometime s th e reade r finds what amount s to falsification . An exampl e of that , 
where a responsibl e edito r really should have adde d a gloss or footnote , appear s in 
Ivan Klima' s 1985 lette r to Phili p Roth . Klím a states tha t th e "greatest living 
Czec h prose writer", Hrabal , "is allowed to publish again after years on th e 
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black list" (p . 57). Hraba l recante d in 1975 an d ha d a new book publishe d in 
1976. Have l says Hrabal' s publishe d works are emasculated , but , if the y are, the n 
the y are emasculate d by Hraba l himself. Th e editor s claim also tha t his works are 
no t banned , but tha t "his importan t work is publishe d mostl y in SAMIZDAT " 
(p . 289) — which is piain stupid . Certainl y his nam e does no t belon g on th e list 
of 230 writers "who canno t publish in Czechoslovakia " (p . 282). Allegedly thi s 
list, date d Marc h 3rd 1982, was sent by Charte r 77 to th e Congres s of th e 
Czechoslova k Writers ' Association . Thi s list is ridiculous . Especiall y perhap s an 
Englishma n like me finds it difficult to accep t tha t any writer living abroa d 
should no t publish in his own country . On the othe r hand , we all kno w tha t Czech , 
like Soviet, writers living abroa d have onl y very rarel y indee d been able to 
publish in Czechoslovaki a since 1948. Man y writers on thi s list live abroad . Of 
those some appea r in th e only volume so far published , A-G , of th e Czechoslova k 
Academy' s Lexikon  české literatury (1985, i. e. 1986). Thi s lexicon concern s 
only writers who first publishe d in or before 1945. Fo r example , Ivan Blatn ý 
is there , thoug h th e emigré selection of his verse is no t include d in th e biblio-
graphy . Anothe r exampl e is Viktor Fischl . Of th e writers still in Czechoslovaki a 
mor e appea r in th e Lexikon,  for example , Bedřich Fučí k an d his emigré publi -
cation , Sedmero zastavení, appear s in th e bibliography . Indee d Václav Čern ý 
is th e only major writer no t to appea r in th e A-G volume of th e Lexikon, 
an d tha t does no t mea n tha t his nam e does no t appea r in bibliographie s to 
othe r headings . Apar t from Hraba l othe r writers on th e Charte r 77 list who I 
kno w are no t banne d includ e Lumí r Čivrn ý (in Lexikon),  Mirosla v Hanu š 
(include d in th e less generou s new work which comprise s writers publishin g mainl y 
1918 to th e present , Čeští spisovatelé 20. století, ed. Blahynka , 1985, i.e . 1986), 
Mila n Jankovič , Oldřic h Mikuláše k (in Čeští), Kare l Ptáční k (in Čeští), Jarosla v 
Seifert (in Čeští), Jan Skácel (in Čeští), Mila n Suchomel , Mirosla v Topinka , Jan 
Vodňanský , Jiř í Weil (in Čeští), Ivan Wernisch an d Josef Zumr . Th e Charte r 77 
documen t of 30th Jun e 1977 claims one has to belon g to th e Writers ' Association 
to publish "in periodical s an d throug h ptublishin g [sic] houses " (p . 192), which is 
untrue . Th e editor s say tha t Ot a Ornes t (whose dát e of birth , 1912, the y seem to 
miss out simply because it would indicat e tha t he was an old age pensioner ) has 
had no "possibility of professiona l work since 1970" an d tha t he is "Constantl y 
harassed an d persecute d by th e Stat e Securit y police " (p . 292). Thi s last poin t 
seems unlikely , given th e natur e of his television appearanc e after his reprieve . 
Again I do no t kno w whethe r all thi s results from th e editors ' Schlamperei or th e 
desire to produc e convincin g propaganda . 

Thoug h th e book is no t withou t its sober moment s (for example , Havel , p. 132, 
Bondy , p. 70), th e generá l ton e is melodramati c to hysterical . We hear , for 
example , tha t what is going on in Czechoslovaki a "is an undeclare d an d yet 
persisten t an d systemati c tota l war against th e very root s of Czech an d Slovák 
spirituá l life" (Vladislav, p . 10) or "cultura l genocidě " (Benda , p. 62). Phili p 
Rot h has been gulled int o believing tha t "most of those who remai n sealed up 
inside totalitaria n states are, as writers, destroye d by th e systém" (pp . 52—53). 
N o one is going to suggest tha t Czec h literatuř e (as against Slovák) has been 
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particularl y excitin g recently , but Statement s like Zverina' s tha t th e "majorit y 
(seen from th e Standpoin t of quality ) of our artist s an d thinker s are living in exile, 
th e best of th e minorit y here have been silenced " (p . 112) or Y. Z.' s tha t "no t 
one of the 30 most prominen t Czech writers has been abroa d in th e last 15 years" 
(p . 121) constitute , at best, unsubtl e obfuscation . 

Th e sloppy thinkin g which characterise s much of A Besieged Culture is epito -
mized by Kohouť s sentence , "Even thoug h Czechoslovaki a is one of th e oldest 
an d most highly develope d of Europea n countries , linked with th e rest of Europ e 
by history , civilization an d culture , only a very shor t tim e was neede d forcibly to 
sever these ties" (p . 180). Kunder a manifest s eithe r ignoranc e or hysteria when he 
says: "I am weighing my words carefully: in its duration , exten t an d consistenc y 
[sic], th e massacr e of Czech fultur e [sic] following 1968 has ha d n o analogu e in 
th e country' s histor y since th e Thirt y Years' War" (p . 128). Tha t reflects th e 
uncritica l acceptanc e of myth s invente d mainl y durin g th e 19th Century , thoug h 
some 17th-centur y exiles like Rosaciu s or Hartma n did help Revivalists an d neo -
Revivalists to creat e those myths . Seriou s Czech historian s un d literar y scholar s 
have been tryin g to demolis h those myth s for nearl y a hundre d years now. I t is an 
eloquen t testimon y to th e editors ' isolatio n tha t the y leave this passage in thei r 
Kunder a excerpt . The y clearly have no t read , say, Fathe r Ja n Kučer a an d Jiř í 
Rak' s study of Balbín , Pěšin a an d th e Czech Baroque , which was publishe d in 
Pragu e in 1983. Kučer a an d Rak' s book is mor e importan t for scholar s an d 
ordinar y Czech s tha n anythin g in A Besieged Culture. 

A Besieged Culture has so man y printin g error s tha t it is frequentl y difficult to 
read . I t also has a few schoolboyish spelling mistake s like "seasure" for "seizure" 
(p . 103) or "publically" for "publicly" (p . 140). Sometime s error s are, no doubt , 
mer e slips, as when VLK is called an "auditioning " instea d of "auditing " 
Organisatio n (p . 147). Some error s constitut e sloppy mistranslation , like "loges" 
for "boxes" (p . 171), but some are simply th e result of understandabl e ignorance . 
A dům kultury I osvěty is a village hal l or assembly hall ; a filosofická fakulta 
is an an s faculty, an d kultura itself ma y onl y rarel y be translate d as "culture" ; 
usually it is eithe r "th e arts " or "entertainment" . I t would no t have been diffi-
cul t for the editor s to have foun d an English native speaker to go throug h thei r 
anthology . Tha t would have curbe d th e impressio n of Schlamperei. 

Londo n R o b e r t P y n s e n t 

Havel,  Václav: O lidskou identitu [Towards a Human Identity]. Edited by 
V. Prečan and A. To mský. 

Rozmluvy , Londo n 1984, 397 pp. 

Thi s volume of essays, feuilletons , interviews an d polemic s writte n (or uttered ) 
by Have l between 1969 an d 1982 contain s mostl y pieces which have alread y 
appeare d in th e Czech emigré press or in foreign languages. Onl y eight pieces 
have nevěr appeare d in prin t before. Nevertheles s it is useful to have all these 


