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by Andrew Lass 

„Listin y nám musejí být svaté, jinak pozbývá historie 
spolehlivosti. " 

Josef Dobrovský , Literarisches Magazin,  1786 

/ . Theme and Variations 

Literacy , in th e very wide sense of th e term , has played a crucia l role in definin g th e 
moder n Czec h nation , and literát y histor y appear s to háve th e samé centra l impor -
tanc e for th e articulatio n of thi s people' s essence and past as does thei r politica l and 
religious history . In fact, on e gets th e impressio n tha t it is precisely th e literar y and ar-
tistic object tha t provide s Czech s with an expressive vehicle of special cultura l value. 
Thi s object defies and transcend s th e vicissitudes of Czec h histor y which , as we all 
know , was usally no t -  so to speak - thei r own . I t was towar d th e end of th e 18th Cen-
tur y tha t th e Czec h elites began to assert themselve s as national s and tha t a consciou s 
effort was mad e to give a virtually dead language nationa l status . A need for a Czec h 
literatuř e was expressed and th e past was searche d for its roots . Thi s was th e beginnin g 
of th e movemen t know n as th e Nationa l Revival {Národní obrozeni), tha t was to pre -
occup y th e 19th Centur y and last unti l th e fall of th e Hous e of Habsbur g in 1918. But 
man y Czech s will agree tha t th e nationa l Revival is no t over yet. The y mea n to imply 
no t onl y tha t Czec h histor y remain s in th e hand s of 'others ' bu t also tha t th e obsessive 
spirit of nationalism , often quit e pett y and sometime s rathe r dangerous , having per -
meate d virtually everything , threaten s to trivialize th e very qualitie s it was initiall y 
mean t to promote . Tha t is to say, in th e initia l effort to produc e cultura l value tha t 
would be bot h nationall y uniqu e and of internationa l (i. e., West European ) stature , 
th e over zealou s focus on th e autochthonou S naše ('ours') , tend s onl y to reinforc e th e 
boundarie s of isolatio n tha t háve been so successfully erecte d by th e corrup t politica l 
regimes. Indeed , th e writin g of Czec h nationa l histor y onl y illustrate s th e generá l in-
sight tha t any deman d for authenticit y and originalit y implie s th e possibility of falsifi-

This article was written with the suppor t of a grant form the Nationa l Endowmen t for the 
Humanities . It was originally presente d on April 25, 1986, at the Facult y Semina r of the De -
partmen t of Anthropology , Universit y of Chicago . I am grateful to Professors Nanc y D . 
M un n and Františe k Svejkovský for thei r helpful criticism of an earlier draft of this 
páper . 
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cation , and th e institutionalizatio n of remembering , from th e very outset , guarantee s 
th e samé for forgetting 2. 

Th e following inciden t is illuminating . When abbé Josef Dobrovsk ý (1753-1829) , 
th e eminen t Czec h schola r and critic , considere d by man y toda y as th e founde r of Sla-
vic philology , received th e poe m "Vyšehrad", he reviewed it as th e oldest and mos t be-
autifu l piece of poetr y and include d it in th e last editio n of his Geschichte der Böhmi-
schen Sprache und älteren Literatur (1818). H e also expressed his excitemen t over th e 
Královédvorský manuscrip t (RK)  foun d by Václav Hank a in 1817 which containe d 
fragment s of epic poetr y celebratin g th e dawn of Czec h history . "The ton e of th e na-
tiona l folk song is quit e apparent " he wrote and continue d "After confrontin g these 
small examples , who coul d resist wantin g to see th e exceptiona l collectio n complete , 
characterize d as it is by a lightness of reading , purit y and correctnes s of th e language, 
by such strengt h and beauty?" 3 But when in 1818 th e Nationa l Museu m received 
anothe r manuscrip t discovered unde r mysteriou s circumstances , Dobrovsk ý saw tha t 
th e Czec h intellectua l Communit y had been mad e victim of what would tur n ou t to 
be th e mos t protracte d and scandalou s case of literar y and historica l forgery in th e 
Western tradition . After a lifetime devote d to separatin g th e legendar y from th e evi-
dentl y 'factual ' in Czec h historica l materials , he was th e first to identif y th e text of th e 
Zelenohorský manuscrip t (RZ)  as a fake and nam e his forme r studen t Hank a as th e au-
tho r who , in creatin g th e old Czec h had so carefully studie d his teacher' s works. Of 
course , Dobrovsk ý too k it as a persona l offence. But th e Romantics , having pu t his 
scholarshi p to use in th e cause of nationalism , were less concerne d with th e enlightene d 
notio n of objectivity, accordin g to which 'facts speak for themselves' 4. 

Ther e is, perhaps , some iron y in th e fact tha t th e Czec h Nationa l Revival went to 
such an extrem e in writin g a literar y histor y by utilizin g th e knowledge established by 
th e precedin g scholarship , especially, as on e recalls tha t th e battl e cry of th e Romanti c 
Movemen t was to den y any historica l sensibility to th e Enlightenment . The y rebelled 
against its hyper-rationalis t practice s by maintainin g th e particula r as against th e uni -
versal, th e poeti c against th e logical. But of cours e th e historis m tha t cam e to dominat e 
th e nineteent h Century , and th e nationalis m tha t it was linked to , was onl y mad e possi-
ble by th e work of th e 17th and 18th Centur y scholarshi p tha t had brough t th e desecu -
larizatio n of theologica l histor y to its logical conclusion 5. Fo r after all, whethe r or no t 
th e RKZ  is authentic , th e possibility of f alsification , on e which would involve th e phy-
sical constructio n of an historica l object , assumes a high value placed on such 

2 Ho w centra l the question of cultur e and especially literatuř e is to the sense of nationa l identit y 
and cultura l provenanc e in Centra l Europ e is clear to the Western reader of Milan K u n d e -
r a' s work or of Cross Currents . A Yearbook of Centra l Europea n Culture . 

3 Dějiny české řeči a starší literatury . In : J e d l i č k a , J. (ed.) : Josef Dobrovský . Výbor z díla. 
Prague 1953, 394-395. 

4 While Dobrovsk ý nevěr openly denounce d the RK,  in private he saw both as fabricated by 
Hank a and his friends. For a good summar y of the RKZ  case (the two manuscript s are usually 
discussed together) , see O t á h a l , M. : The Manuscrip t Controvers y in the Czech Nationa l 
Revival. Cross Current s 5 (1986). 

5 Cas s i r e r , E.:ThePhilosophyoftheEnlightenment.Princetonl968,an d D i l t h e y , W.: 
Das achtzehnt e Jahrhunder t und die geschichtlich e Welt. Gesammelt e Schriften . Bd. 3. 
Göttinge n 1927, before him, were the first to argue and fully develop this point . 
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historica l objectivity. I t require s a well established historica l consciousnes s tha t in un -
derstandin g historica l narrativ e in term s of a ne w kind of facticit y coul d conceiv e of 
th e constructio n of historica l trut h in physica l term s 6 . 

T o Dobrovsk ý it mus t háve felt as if he had gone füll circle . As if Hank a and his 
group were tryin g to piece back togethe r what he had so painstakingl y undone . To 
confron t th e RK Z at th e end of his caree r was to face a complet e reversal in th e work 
with which his caree r had starte d in 1778 when at th e age of 25 he questione d th e au-
thenticit y of th e Pragu e fragmen t of th e Gospe l of St. Mark . 

II.  Fragmentům Pragense EuangeliiS. Marci vulgo Autographi 

When , after his coronatio n in 1354, th e Bohemia n Kin g and Empero r Charle s IV. 
travelled throug h norther n Ital y he foun d little difficulty in applyin g his influenc e on 

- th e patriarc h of th e town of Aquilia and securin g from him a section of th e manuscrip t 
of th e Gospe l of St. Mar k said to háve been an origina l autograp h writte n by th e 
apostl e himself. Charle s IV., who was somethin g of a collecto r of relics, had thi s frag-
ment , describin g th e passion of Chris t (chapter s 12, 21-16 , 20), sent ahea d back to 
Pragu e where its arrival was to be observed and celebrate d in fron t of its gates by a pro -
cession of all th e city's priests . H e accompanie d th e relic with a lette r and attache d his 
own commentar y describin g th e histor y and legend of th e document . O n his instruc -
tio n a golden an d pear l čase was mad e to hous e th e manuscrip t and , hereafter , it was 
to be read from every year durin g mass on Easte r Sunday . Thi s traditio n was maintain -
ed and extende d to includ e th e day of Ascension and thoug h readin g from it was even-
tually dropped , certainl y up unti l th e latě eighteent h Centur y it was brough t ou t se-
veral time s a year as an object of deep religious sentiment . Charle s IV. hope d to 
bestow furthe r grace on th e city of Pragu e by th e securin g of thi s fragment . H e cer-
tainl y succeede d in makin g it an object of local patriotism . Th e samé, by th e way, hap -
pene d to th e remainin g section of th e Gospe l which , after having been placed for 
safety 40 km nort h of Aquilia in th e city of Cividale dei Friule , was claime d by th e Ve-
netia n doge Tomas o Mocenic o for th e Republi c of Venice. As if th e presenc e of the 
apostle' s bone s in th e cathedra l of St. Mark , stolen from Alexandria in 828 A. D . , were 
no t enough . It s arrival in Venecia was greeted with great pomp ; an endless processio n 
of clerics and Citizen s led to th e placemen t of th e first par t of th e Gospe l in th e cathe -
dral . Ther e it became , very soon , illegible as it rotte d and rapidl y turne d to dust ma-
king its Pragu e counterpart , which remaine d in fine condition , all th e mor e valuable. 

Contrar y to th e no w commo n belief, Dobrovsk ý was no t th e first to challeng e th e 
authenticit y of th e autograph . Several author s had taken up th e čase before . Mos t 
notably , it was th e analysis by th e Italia n schola r Lorenz o Dell a Torr e whose work 

6 In the numerou s secondar y literatuř e pertainin g to the RKZ manuscript s -  and one may want 
to argue tha t this corpu s of scholarly arguments , angry pamphlets , and fictionalize d historie s 
is the RKZ čase -  the fact tha t the čase highlights the epistemologica l presupposition s of 
historica l consciousnes s has not drawn any attention . There is, finally, some interes t in the 
politica l history of the čase (e. g., O t á h a l , The Manuscrip t Controvers y 1986), but all the 
literatuř e remain s within the previously established parameter s of historica l discourse in 
which the very possibility of the RKZ fabrication arises. 
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from th e mid 18th Centur y had firmly established tha t th e Pragu e and Venetia n frag-
ment s belonge d togethe r and as such were par t of an origina l containin g th e othe r 
thre e Gospel s (Mathew , Luke and John) . I t was har d to believe tha t Mar k would háve 
writte n all four and , what is more , in Latin ! Thu s it was established tha t th e whole 7 

manuscrip t originate d aroun d th e sixth Centur y as on e of th e rendition s of St. Jerome . 
Dell a Torre' s work remaine d obscure , thoug h it did manag e to provok e some Vene-
tian conservative s to com e to th e relic' s defense . 

Dobrovsky' s work Fragmentům Pragensi Euangelii S.  Marci vulgo autographi 
(1778), thoug h it rested on th e work of Dell a Torre , was innovativ e in several ways. 
Fo r one , his work was bette r organized . By a critica l compariso n with Gree k texts and 
othe r Latin variants , he was able to show tha t th e Pragu e fragmen t cam e closer to th e 
origina l text of St. Jerome , th e Vulgáta, tha n th e official Clementinus edition s canon -
ized after th e Triden t Counci l of 15468. Th e fragmen t was not , as he pointe d out , a 
sourc e of th e earlier translation , th e Itala.  Hi s analysis also paid attentio n to th e physi-
cal propertie s of th e documen t (it was writte n on anima l skin and no t Egyptian papy-
rus) , to th e Script itself (th e uncia l letter s placed it int o th e sixth Century ) as well as to 
th e comparativ e philolog y of th e text , to which we will retur n later . H e was also th e 
first to use Slavic translation s of th e Bible as par t of th e textua l apparatus 9. 

Dobrovsk ý also confronte d some forceful resistance . Thi s no t onl y in th e form of 
an attac k by th e Italia n apologist Comoretti , whose objection s it was no t har d for him 
to refute . H e suffered a repriman d from th e ecclesiastica l orde r and ridicul e from th e 
bookseller s who , it was said, refused to carr y his study. In a lette r from his friend Au-
gustin Helfer t he learned : "I introduce d your stud y in Hrade c Králové to th e Bishop 
and his vicar. [. . .] Mr . Heiden , a forme r Jesuit , at on e tim e professor of churc h hi-
story in Prague , having praised your scientific endeavor , admitte d tha t he had onc e 
worked ou t a stud y of identica l conten t but was frightene d off by th e kisses so often 
placed on the characters written by St. Mar k himself" [emphasi s addcd] 1 0 . 

/// . Presencia et Potencia 

Tha t the abbč had dismantle d a latě medieva l relic only to prepar e th e road for th e 
productio n of a moder n on e (RKZ) , need no t be belabored . We also nee d to go beyon d 
th e obvious fact, illustrate d by ou r two cases, tha t any namin g of realit y tha t consist s 

It is referred to now as the Cividad-Venetian-Prague manuscript . 
Du e to Dobrovsky' s critica l edition , the Prague text was include d amon g the 30 manuseripts , 
selected from over 8 000, ušed for the new Oxford reconstructio n of Jerome' s reading, edited 
by Wordsworth and White sixtyyears after Dobrovsky' s death , in 1889. 
Bohumi l Ryba's introductio n (Úvod ) to the most recen t edition of this work, D o -
b rovský, J. : Fragmentů m Pragense Euangeli i S. Marci . Prague 1953, offers anexhaustiv e 
accoun t of the history of the Fragmentům and of Dobrovsky' s critica l analysis. He adds to 
the suppor t of Dobrovsky' s conclusio n by bringing attentio n to evidence not commente d 
upon by the latter . 
" . . . timuisse vero oscula tam impressa characteribu s ab ipso S. Marc o pictis", Ryb a, Úvod 
1953, 11 n. 21. 
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of representin g it in its absence , involves mor e tha n just th e identificatio n of a trace . I t 
demand s th e productio n of such realit y which is simply tantamoun t to th e manufac-
turing of th e trace . Thu s th e writte n relics like th e bone s of th e Saint s get stolen , censo -
red , airbrushe d or mad e up altogether . We onl y find thi s kind of artifice exceptiona l 
because it is contrar y to ou r established notion s of truth , but it takés little to realize 
tha t such trut h rests on th e dualisti c conceptio n of th e universe in which what is no t 
immediatel y apparen t is said to be th e mor e real . I t is a definitio n of realit y tha t de-
pend s on th e productio n of signs, where th e deat h of th e real is th e conditio n of th e lif e 
and value of truth . Thi s is n o play on words, for in th e Western traditio n of which we 
are th e inheritors , it too k th e deat h in th e hand s of evil (passio) to become , to exist as, 
th e tru e sign of Christ . Henc e th e power (potencia) of th e sign, like th e trut h value of 
th e sermon , depend s on th e initia l absenc e of its source . 

I t is th e reverse side of thi s absenc e tha t I wish to concentrat e on here . Generall y 
speaking, just as it is th e čase tha t th e sign depend s on th e absenc e of tha t which it said 
to stan d for, so, conversely , it is on thi s dualit y of th e sign tha t th e presencing of tha t 
which is absent relies. Such is th e fundamenta l value of th e relic in early Christianity . 
As Pete r Brown , in his excellen t stud y of th e cult of th e Saint s n , has pointe d out , th e 
relic played a decisive role in th e spread an d solidificatio n of th e Christia n world . I t 
was th e physica l presenc e of th e holý, thepresencia, tha t was held in th e highest esteem 
in latě antiqu e and early-medieva l piety . Initially , it was throug h th e movemen t of 
peopl e within th e proximit y of th e relics, th e pilgrimages, later it was th e translations , 
th e movemen t of relics to establish ne w communities , tha t held cente r stage. Thepre-
sencia tha t was so centra l to thi s cult mean t nothin g less tha n th e understandin g tha t 
on e was in th e presenc e of an invisible person . And to posses th e holý, whethe r on th e 
perso n of th e travellin g mon k or in th e church , was to be able to show th e gracia that 
Go d had granted . Thu s Christianit y conquere d Europe , Asia Mino r and Norther n 
Africa by th e spreadin g of thousand s of small fragment s of th e bod y of Chris t and of 
th e Saints . Throug h thi s rituá l proces s of movemen t and contac t th e physica l bod y and 
its suffering becam e th e collective representation s of th e Christia n world . 

Ther e are two primar y qualitie s tha t thispresencia was endowe d with . Potencia and 
concordia were bot h virtues highly desirablě by bot h individual s and communitie s of 
early Christianity . Th e arrival of relics was to brin g concor d to th e Communit y for it 
was to brin g togethe r in harmon y all in on e body, and it was th e transformatio n of th e 
negative power throug h th e suffering and deat h of th e saint , tha t gave presencia th e 
tru e potenc y on which man y a cult , with its possessions, eures and revelations , was 
based 12. 

I shall not ě her e onl y in passing, tha t th e interes t Charle s IV. expressed in th e Frag -
men t of th e Gospe l of St. Mar k and th e traditio n tha t was established for it, would be 
bette r understoo d if on e followed th e analysis suggested by Pete r Brown for th e cult s 

11 Brown , P.:TheCulto f theSaints . Its Rise and Functio n in Latin Christianity . Chicago 1982. 
12 The actua l arrival of the relics commande d the most attention . It was the adventus the "arrival 

in statě" of the Roma n empero r that the annua l celebratio n of the arrival of thesainťspresen-
cia amon g its new worshipers was modeled on. As amon g the Roman s before, this arrival re-
gistered the momen t of ideal concor d as all the groups came together , united , to welcome and 
acclaim the newly elected ruler. 
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of early Christianity 1 3. Fo r ou r purpos e it is mor e importan t to ascertai n whethe r and 
if so to what exten t Dobrovsky' s treatmen t of th e Pragu e fragmen t altere d thi s tradi -
tion . H e had effectively neutralize d th e identit y of th e fragmen t as a direc t trac e -  bot h 
physica l and vocal -  of a saint , but did he thu s destro y all its potency ? Doe s thi s mea n 
tha t it is n o mor e a vehicle oí presencia! Th e answer depend s on ou r understandin g of 
what it is tha t change d in th e secularizatio n of th e religious trace . Indeed , th e stron g 
response s to th e RK Z forgeries in Czec h politica l and cultura l life demonstrat e quit e 
clearly th e persistenc e of these qualitie s within th e ne w conceptio n of reality . It s man -
ufactur e presume d no t just a moder n historica l consciousness . I t rested on th e role of 
th e writte n documen t in establishin g th e presenc e of a past , th e historica l past . Its pre-
sencia was no t onl y to exert zpotencia, its aim (on e which seemed to spend its tim e f ail-
ing) was a concordance , a uniqu e nationa l identity , a commo n voice tha t was to claim 
its origin no t in divine grace but at th e beginnin g of historica l time . 

IV. From the European Middle Ages to the Enlightenment: 
The Shift in the Voice of Presence 

To understan d fully th e obsession tha t th e close of th e eighteent h Centur y and th e 
following on e had with th e historica l and in th e final instanc e literar y object , th e hol d 
tha t 'history ' and 'literacy ' had on th e mind s of th e 'awakening ' Czec h nationalism , it 
is necessar y to first figuře ou t ho w in f act these objects were constituted , or bette r still, 
what change s had th e conceptio n of 'reality ' and 'certitude ' undergon e within th e 
wider contex t of Europea n thought . Contrar y to commo n opinion , th e Enlighten -
men t was no t th e tim e in which religion foun d its final downfall . I t was, rather , th e pe-
riod in which religion was th e centra l preoccupation ; th e question s asked demande d a 
fresh articulatio n of faith . Yet, what cam e ou t of thi s perio d of intensiv e reconsidera -
tion s was th e final Separatio n of histor y from religion . Th e secularizatio n of th e for-
mer resulte d in a notio n of th e historica l object as well as of th e object of histor y tha t 
retaine d within th e ne w historica l consciousnes s th e very presupposition s of histori -
city -  th e voice of presencin g - tha t was centra l to historia in th e 12th Century . 

Theology of History 

As th e method s of critica l scholarshi p develope d throug h th e pioneerin g work of 
Dobner 1 4 and Dobrovsk ý in th e latte r par t of th e 18th century , th e concer n for early 
document s too k on decisive importance . If th e tru e histor y of Bohemi a was to be 

13 Again, non e of the critica l scholarshi p concerne d with the Prague fragment since Dobrovsk ý 
has paid any attention , beyond the reportin g of 'facts', to the symbolic process tha t ties this 
object to its local history. 

14 An older contemporar y of Dobrovský , Gelasiu s Dobne r (1719-1790) is credite d with being 
the first to také on a systematic critica l revision of historica l sources in the Bohemia n context . 
He is best known for his latin translatio n of the Czech 16th centur y chronicle r Václav Háj ek, 
Wenceslai Hayek  a Liboczan Annales Boemorum. In his lengthy annotation s to this work 
Dobne r questione d Hajek' s historica l reliability and correcte d man y of the latter' s confabula -
tions that had, unti l then , been taken as facts. 

7 
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established and its earliest literar y accomplishment s defined , it was necessar y to de-
cide on th e authenticit y of th e sourc e and the n procee d to isolate th e factua l historica l 
account s from th e medieva l narrativ e tha t appeare d to be füll of fictitiou s rendition s 
and embellishments . A coupl e of centurie s of moder n Czec h medievalist s has , since 
then , been devote d to question s of authenticity , th e reconstructio n of accurat e histor y 
or th e identificatio n of populä r folk themes . Scholar s háve worked unde r th e impres -
sion tha t th e medieva l sourc e canno t be truste d at its face value, tha t th e trut h mus t be 
teased ou t from underneat h th e debri s of accumulate d mystification s an d supersti -
tions . Thu s th e past need s help to speak up , for th e trut h is.always hidde n behin d ap-
pearances . Anyon e familiär with th e classical f ormat s of early medieva l historiograph y 
knows tha t th e thre e established genres -  th e descriptio n of deed s (gesta), th e chronic -
u s of events (annales) and th e lives of kings or saints (vitae) -  lacked a concer n for 
what we no w recogniz e as historia l causalit y or for th e distinctio n between th e histori -
cal and th e legendary . Revelation s and fables were presente d as integra l part s of th e 
descriptions . However , it is no t as if th e 12th centur y Czec h chronicle r Cosmas lacked 
any idea of facticit y for he mad e a clear Separatio n between th e fabulous narration s of 
th e eiders and thos e of th e eye witness 1 3. Christianus presente d th e lives of th e patro n 
Saints , Wenceslas and Ludmila , as on e of deed s and miracles . But his aim, too , was to 
set histor y straight! 1 6 

Th e study of a 12th centur y mon k Hug h of Saint-Victor' s deliberatio n on historia 
by th e moder n Frenc h schola r M . D . Chenu 1 7 , helps place th e moder n historian s con -
cern int o prope r perspective . Accordin g to th e author , historia covered a conten t as 
well as a manne r of thinkin g abou t thing s religious, abou t th e purpos e of ma n on 
earth . Itwa s conceiveda s a practica l art of instruction . Th e religious story it was enga-
ged in was to be understoo d as a divine pian , a necessar y progression in th e econom y 
of salvation . I t require d attentio n to th e example s (exempla) with which historia ser-
ved mankin d throug h prefiguration s of th e future . Th e past histor y remaine d presen t 
as th e presenc e of th e divine in th e mystica l sense. Remembranc e of th e past was no t 
simply historica l memory , it was an archetypa l memor y in which it was th e theolo -
gian's task to identif y th e types, th e exempla, tha t would infor m Man' s conduc t an d 
allow him to understan d his place within th e unfoldin g stages of Christia n time . Thu s 
th e dogm a of Chris t was no t a matte r of a logic or metaphysic , it was a progression of 
events, a series tha t require d a metho d appropriat e for its understanding . Thi s metho d 
was no t bo be confuse d with th e secondar y elaboration s of allegory. I t was a metho d 
boun d to th e littera, th e litera l level of th e text in which th e story was told . Th e samé 

Cosmas divided his chronicle s into two parts , distinguishin g between the "fabulous storytel-
ling of the elders" and the "truthfu l rendition s of the trustworthy. " 
Christianus, was either a 10th centur y monk , in which čase his Vita etpassio sancti Wenceslai 
et sancte Ludmile ave eius can be considere d an authenti c redenditio n from the pen of an 'eye 
witness' or, as some háve argued, a 14th centur y 'forger' who, in creatin g a copy of a now lost 
original, signed his name to the dedicatio n and so created a lOth centur y source . The Christia -
nus čase which has, technicall y speaking, nevěr been settled, became the focal poin t of a 
heated debatě within Czech historiograph y durin g the first half of this century . 
The present argumen t is taken from his "Theology and the Ne w Awarencss of History" , see 
Chen u , M. D. : Nature , Man , and Society in theTwelft h Century . Chicago 1983. 
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ambiguit y of th e term histor y tha t we recogniz e today , th e story as against th e institu -
tionalizatio n of thi s narrativ e activity, and tha t has led recen t scholar s to recongiz e th e 
inseparabilit y of th e disciplin ě and its object , was quit e explicitly understoo d as funda -
menta l to historia in th e 12th century . 

Th e 12th centur y theologica l historia n modele d his metho d and his understandin g 
of factualit y on th e classical Gree k model . Historia, in th e Gree k sense [axooéco , 
mean t th e recountin g of what on e saw, quod est video et narro. Ther e was a restricte d 
sense to thi s expression ; it simply set th e requiremen t tha t onl y th e eye witness had th e 
authorit y to rende r events as truthful . Dominic k LaCapr a remind s us tha t th e 'eye 
witness' retain s th e samé statu s in moder n historiography 18. Thi s narro w definition , 
in which perceptio n is th e criterio n of evidence , for -  as Edmun d Husser l was to poin t 
out 1 9 -  it is what secures th e identit y of th e object (its šelf evidence) , did no t by any 
mean s exclude miracle s or revelations . These , too , were recognize d to lie within th e 
range of direc t evidenc e accounte d for by th e senses. But historia was undertstoo d in 
a mor e generá l sense as well. As suggested above, it was th e significance assigned to th e 
immediat e meanin g of th e words. I t was th e attentio n to th e litera l conten t of th e 
story, to th e reality prio r to any metaphysica l interpretation . Th e concer n for meanin g 
sensu stricto, for th e litera l interpretatio n of th e sacred text , anticipate s th e idea tha t th e 
true , original , meanin g is fixed in th e text for it is, in Husserl' s term s again, an ideality . 
In th e deliberation s of th e medieva l historia n we can alread y recogniz e th e very samé 
principle s tha t will be said to inform th e 18th centur y historia n rebellin g against th e 
precedin g theologica l dogmatism . And th e modern , positivist, recognitio n of th e pro -
blém of objectivity can be describe d as an attemp t to separat e th e independen t trut h of 
th e historica l event from th e dogmatis m of its definition . With an emphasi s on direc t 
evidence , th e belief in th e indubitabilit y of perceptio n is matche d by th e equally stron g 
insistenc e on th e presenc e of meanin g in th e word . Th e underlyin g metaphysic s of pre -
sence , as we shall see, remain s the samé in bot h cases. 

History of Theology 

Th e challeng e to religious though t in the eighteent h centur y is said to háve been 
posed by Pascal , for he had restate d th e problé m of theodicy , th e questio n of th e rela-
tionshi p between evil, Goď s providenc e and justice (first and mos t clearly formulate d 
by Leibniz ) in Cartesia n terms . H e argued tha t th e fact of Man' s origina l sin, th e 
powerlessness of his reason in face of th e trut h of revealed faith coul d be documente d 
by th e applicatio n of reason itself: simple Observatio n would lead us to th e inevitable 
conclusio n tha t man is divided against himself, burdene d by profun d contradicion s as 
he strives to transcen d himsel f onl y to find himsel f tied down by his own imperfect -
ions . Th e resolutio n of this paradox , in which reason is set up as th e independen t 

18 L a C a p r a , D. : Histor y and Criticism . Ithac a 1985,18. 
19 H u s s e r l , E. : Ideas Pertainin g to a Pure Phenomenolog y and to a Phenomenologica l Philo -

sophy. First Book. Den Haa g 1983. A very clear discussion of the primac y of 'seeing' in Hus -
serl's phenomenolog y of self-evidence can be found in Kohák , E.: Idea and Experience . 
Emun d Husserl' s Projec t of Philosoph y in ldeas I. Chicago 1978. 

7* 
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agency to confront Man's spirituál world just as it had already redefined the natural 
world, resulted in a dramatic shift in the conception of religious experience and thence 
in the voice of the historical object. Voltaire used common sense to maintain human 
contrarity to be natural, Shaftsbury placed the seif evidence of truth within the realm 
of pure beauty as the result of free inner intellectual and formative activity (revealing 
the true divinity of man), while Rousseau moved the guiding principles of human exi-
stence into society itself. (For him, the need for the social contract confirmed that 
Man's true motivation was actually quite base). This change in the relationship bet-
ween God and truth, placed theology on par with other fields of knowledge into a po-
sition of the explanandum. It was no more the source of dogma but rather a source of 
debated issues submitted to the independent intellectual force of reason. The reversal 
lead theology to reject the doctrine of original sin, to maintain that both the good and 
bad in man is an internal condition, his fallibility, like the deception of his senses, a 
lapse of judgement which is a free act of the intellect for which reason must supply the 
correction. Here deism, or natural religion, is pitted against revealed religion and the 
truth of God is internalized and universalized rather than being dictated by the literal 
word of the scripture (the original position of the Reformation) or by the tradition of 
the Church, (which was now seen as nothing more than the accumulated parapherna-
lia of superstition). From now on, faith is defined as an inner truth and dogma as the 
ignorance that parades as truth, the most dreaded foe of knowledge. "The former testi -
mony I find within myself inscribed by the hand of God; the latter has been written on 
parchment and marble by superstitious people", wrote Diderot20. 

Several continuities as well as discontinuities emerge when we compare this new 
conception of historical knowledge with what we had said about 12th Century historia: 

The belief that Revelation offered a unique ground of certainty had been under-
mined. Initially, revelation was, next to natural religion, considered an equal though 
different manner in which the knowledge of God was disclosed21. But because its 
authenticity now depended on its universality, it could not be considered bound by 
any spatio-temporal limitations. This was the logic that supported the call of the En-
lightenment for religious tolerance and worked to undermine the authority of Church 
rituál, as it questioned the validity of local cults of saints or the belief in the presen-
cing power of relics. As the empirical certainty of faith supplanted syllogistic proofs, 
"my experience is my proof" wrote the German scholar Jerusalem, revelation lost out 
completely as an objective source of knowledge. At best it served to sanction truths 
that were in keeping with the formal investigations into the history of dogma. 

The literalism of the Reformation that maintained that every word, indeed every let-
ter of the Scripture, was immersed in sanctity and so could claim the samé validity as 
revelation, also had difficulty holding ground against Cartesian philosophy. And 
though the first call for the authenticity of the books of the Bible came within and in 
defence of the Church22, the insistence on the historicity of the text ended up under-

20 Quoted in C a s s i r e r , The Philosophy of the Enlightenment 1968, 171. 
21 Such was the position maintained by T i n d a 1, M.: Christianity as Old as Creation. London 

1730. 
22 The Catholic theologian Simon R.: Histoire critique du vieux Testament. Paris 1678, 
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minin g th e very notio n tha t th e adoptio n of th e historica l inquir y was mean t to prove : 
Th e humanisti c Reformatio n of Erasmu s maintaine d tha t th e restoratio n of th e origi-
ná l text of th e Bible would amoun t to an act of purificatio n thank s to which th e sub-
lime simplicit y of th e Trut h coul d be brough t forth from behin d th e later addition s and 
falsifications. But in a mor e radica l approach , Spinoz a argued tha t th e Bible with all its 
miracle s an d propheti c visions mus t be expelled from th e region of philosophica l 
truth . Tru e faith was a matte r of emotio n and therefor e did no t conve y objective in-
sight, just th e vagaries of th e individual' s imagination . In his words th e Scriptur e is no t 
the sourc e of ou r comprehensio n of th e Being of all things , it is merel y on e of th e 
things . Th e divine text is a natura l object , its interpretatio n demand s an empirica l inve-
stigation of its history 2 3. 

In th e Bohemian , as well as in th e larger, Slavic, contex t Dobrovsky' s efforts played 
a pivota l role in thi s proces s of transition . Of th e man y theme s tha t concerne d him , 
two can be identifie d as crucial : his life lon g interes t in comparativ e Slavic philolog y 
and his virtua l obsession with th e unmaskin g of th e received tradition s masqueradin g 
as historica l truths . Dobrovsky' s legacy to th e Nationa l Revival is really tha t of a hu -
manist . H e remaine d in bot h his metho d an d belief a classical scholar . In his earlier 
works, such as th e on e discussed in thi s páper , it is clear tha t th e biblical script is reeva-
luate d as text -  mos t often onphilological ground s -  bu t no t questione d for its theolo -
gical value. Th e historizatio n of th e work did no t result in its secularization . Similarly, 
while Dobrovsky' s initia l respons e to th e R K discovery can be said t o disclose Roman -
tic ideals his universalist concern s would override nationalisti c one s as his critica l eva-
luation s often mean t th e dismantlin g of local legends which , as in th e čase of th e Pra -
gue Fragment , was no t viewed favorably by th e ecclesiastica l order , and which , in his 
later works tha t too k on local Czec h legends (secula r and sacred) , did no t hol d up , in 
principle , against th e Romanti c imaginatio n of th e nationalis t historian s in th e early 
par t of th e nineteent h century . 

Th e chang e in th e trut h value of th e Pragu e Fragmen t was th e result of a twof old shift 
in the kind of 'absen ť object (reality ) tha t th e documenť s contemplatio n activated : 
1) Fo r one , treatin g it as a copy decrease d th e sacred value of thi s writte n relic. A dis-
cussion of its 'physical ' propertie s -  and here Dobrovsk ý dosely foUowe d th e work of 
Dell a Torr e -  retrace d it to a tim e tha t excluded th e possibility tha t as an object th e 
relic was endowe d with a holý presencia. Place d in a ne w historica l contex t redefine d 

argued tha t the Protestan t reliance on verbal inspiratio n is indefensible . The compilatio n and 
publicatio n of corroborativ e historica l material s on the Church' s history was actually initia-
ted in a systematic way within the Jesuit order by the bollandist s who, startin g in 1643, laun-
ched a monumenta l edition of testimonial s and document s regarding the lives of the saints, 
Acta santorum. Among the Czech Jesuits, Bohuslav Balbín (1621-1688) was an importan t 
contributo r to this project . 
" I may sum up the matte r by saying tha t the metho d of interpretin g scriptur e does not  widely 
differ from the metho d of interpretin g natur e -  in fact, it is almost the samé. Fo r as the inter -
p retatio n of natur e consistsin the examinatio n of the history of natura l phenomen a on certain 
fixed axioms, so Scriptura l interpretatio n proceed s by the examinatio n of Scripture , and in-
ferring the intention s of its author s as a legitimate conclusio n from its fundamenta l prin -
ciples." Spinoza , quote d in C a s s i r c r , The Philosoph y of the Englightenmen t 1968, 
184-185. 
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it as a documen t from th e sixth century , a link in th e comple x secular histor y of th e 
Bible and as an object tha t ha d since its inceptio n accumulate d additiona l value stem-
min g from its own history . In thi s čase, as a direc t commentar y on th e 14th centur y 
from th e very hand s of Charle s IV. 2 4 

2) Th e mos t innovativ e contributio n resulte d from Dobrovsky' s philologica l analy-
sis of th e text , specifically, from th e 'etymology ' of certai n key words 2 5 . Th e vulgär 
(folk) Latin tha t he identifie d in th e text of th e Fragmen t marke d a secon d shift in th e 
documenť s voice, form th e supertempora l presencia of th e apostl e to th e earthl y pre -
sence of th e plebs. Scendens instea d oísciendens, Dobrovsk ý argued , "is no t a mistak e 
in spelling, bu t a remnan t of folk latin speech." 2 6 Similarly , he identifie d destruet as 
th e folk pronunciation of th e presen t form of destruit and th e use of cenaculus as appro -
priat e in folk speech 27. 

Th e concer n in thi s 'etymologica l recovery ' is to settle matter s of datin g by mean s 
of ídentifyin g a linguistic usage. Doe s it matte r what these words mean>. In thi s work 
of historica l criticism , th e focus is on th e intimatin g functio n of th e word (logos) inde -
penden t of its meanin g thoug h certainl y with its possibility in mind . N o t surprisingly, 
Dobrovsky' s metho d employ s th e 'soun ď of meanin g as muc h as th e 'sighť of th e 
script . Th e poin t is, these physica l propertie s serve as th e vehicles of presencin g 
throug h which th e authenticatin g voice of a ne w 'past present ' is actualized . Thi s brief 
look at Dobrovsky' s treatmen t of th e Fragmentům is sufficient to show tha t th e me-
tho d ušed in changin g th e documenť s historica l (an d therefor e religious) value is, in 
its efficacy, supporte d by th e underlyin g principl e of presencing . 

Th e relianc e on folk to help authenticat e th e documen t in term s of a specific histori -
cal dáte , is no t coincidental . We can recogniz e in thi s move a consistenc y of interes t 
tha t Dobrovsk ý maintaine d throughou t his caree r in folk materials . I t is he , after all, 
who stoo d at th e inceptio n of th e Nationa l Revival and th e nationa l science s (includin g 
ethnograph y and folklóre) tha t gained official approva l at th e close of th e 18th Cen-
tury 2 8 . Thi s relianc e on folk is of decisive importanc e in anothe r respect ; it document s 
th e persistenc e of th e voxpopuli (voice of th e people ) int o th e moder n era, as it simul-
taneousl y places th e transitio n in its conceptio n within th e traditio n of biblical criti -
cism. However , thi s concep t of th e folk shoul d be understoo d as a logical ter m within 
a rationalis t epistemology . Ther e is little interes t in th e pristin e value of 'folk' in th e 
sense introduce d by Roussea u for th e 'nobl e savage' an d employed , closer to Bohemia , 

The relic has since gained value as an autograp h of the Emperor , illustratin g the beauty of his 
persona l script. 
I am using the term 'etymology ' in a wider sense to cover the principl e of recovery of a lingu-
istic value, a meanin g or voice, tha t is different from the one 'at hanď. One may thin k of it in 
terms similar to Foucaulť s use of 'archeology' . 
"non errores esse puto aut libertatem orthographicam, sed reliquias vulgaris idiomatis latini", 
D o b r o v s k ý , FragmentůmPragens e 1953, 58. 
"cenaculum grandem, e pro oe, nos enim coena scribimus; in vulgi sermone usurparipoterat 
cenaculus", Ibid.,  57. 
The official status of the sciences, especially those concerne d with Czech language and 
history, can be said to háve improved after the speech of Dobrovsk ý to the Czech Learne d 
Society in hono r of the coronatio n of Leopold II . in Prague , on Septembe r 25, 1791. The fi-
nancia l gift from the King helpcd give the society the badly needed official stamp of approval . 
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by Herder . Dobrovsk ý was little influence d by th e latter , certainl y no t in his earlier 
years. Th e impac t of Herder' s notio n of'nationa l genius' andhispositivedescriptio n of 
th e Slavic peopl e cam e later , in th e early par t of th e eighteent h century , when it adde d 
intellectua l fuel to th e interes t Czec h Romanticis m gave to th e reificatio n of th e 'folk'. 

Th e tempora l relativizatio n of th e trut h value of th e writte n object set th e stage for 
th e possibility of a retur n inquiry , a 'questionin g back ' of th e object abou t its histori -
cally precedin g forms. Th e shift which disposed of revelatio n as th e source.o f evidenc e 
and denie d th e logos a litera l meaning , thi s move drasticall y resticte d th e presencin g 
power of th e Scripture . Th e object of presencing was tranformed as th e theologica l or-
thodox y tha t informe d th e medieva l narrativ e change d in favor of a rationalisti c view 
of history . We no w give factua l credibilit y only to tha t which meet s ou r idea of what 
is Rationa l for tha t is what is Real , as Hege l maintained . But the phenomenon of pre-
sencing was itselfpreserved. It s own power of disclosur e rests on th e presuppositio n 
tha t th e face of origin lies dorman t within th e text, tha t th e rationa l interpretatio n of 
th e object accomplishe s an apresentation , a bringin g forth to consciousnes s of truth , 
for it is here , in thi s sense of presence , tha t all self-evidenc e remain s grounded . While 
th e trut h is said to hid e behin d th e profusio n of distortions , it is within these 
distortion s tha t th e trace s of th e origina l meaning s are identified . Thi s parado x of dua -
lism persists from th e medieva l int o th e moder n world-view 29. O n it, too , depende d 
th e manuscripť s potencia for th e awakenin g Czec h nationa l identit y in which th e 
historicit y of th e writte n word had and continue s to háve such a decisive role . 

V. Implications: The Voice of Presence as a Shifter 

But what of thi s presencing ? Ho w can we accoun t for thi s semanti c phenomeno n 
tha t is lodged in th e physica l propertie s of its vehicle, th e signifier, regardless of any 
meanin g tha t th e sign is to convey? Is ther e Being outsid e of language? On e mus t pay 
attentio n to th e deconstructiv e critiqu e of structura l linguistics which "always studie s 
the phone and logos, nevěr th e outlawe d graphe or trace. Speech is celebrated ; writin g 
condemned" 3 0 . To thi s we should add what is phenomenologicall y self-evident , i .e . , 
tha t we are condemned to meaning. Thi s insight is 'losť to structuralis m which , in 
being concerne d with th e logic of signification , has delegated meanin g to structure . 
Semiosis is what we are undoubtabl y engaged in but it is th e being in meanin g tha t is 
experienced . I t is no t enoug h to statě tha t th e similaritie s we háve noted , in th e diffe-

The dualistic world view is not particula r to civilization . A concer n with presencin g and the 
power of objects throug h which this is accomplishe d is, of course, characteristi c of 'traditio -
nal ' societies. The notio n of The Dreaming amon g Australian Aborigines and the presencin g 
power of the sacred boards (churinga) are a good example. See, e. g., Lév i -S t r auss , Cl. : 
The Savage Mind . Chicago 1969. - M u n n N. : The Transformatio n ofSubjects into Objects 
in Walbiri and Pitjantjatjar a Myth . In : B e r n d t , R. M. [ed.] : Australian Aboriginal An-
thropology . Nedland s 1970, and most recentl y M y e r s , F. : Pintup i Country , Pintup i Šelf. 
Washington 1986. It is perhap s ironie tha t what has been discussed here is, in the ethnogra -
phic context , said to be typical of magical thought . It could be equally well argued not only 
tha t 'modern ' though t persists in being magical but, also, tha t 'primitive ' though t is not 
devoid of historicity . 
Lei t e h , V.B.: Deconstructiv e Criticism : An Advanced Introduction . New York 1983, 26. 
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ren t treatment s of th e Pragu e Fragmen t and of th e RKZ , simply illustrat e th e complexi -
ties of metonymi c relationships , thä t th e čase of th e writte n relic -  ancien t or moder n 
- is, quit e simply, on e of indexicality . Instead , by payin g attentio n to th e presencin g 
activity itself, huma n agency is introduce d int o th e traditiona l discussion of th e relic 
as a type of sign. Effectively, th e sense of presenc e tha t th e intendin g subject experien -
ces in 'face' of tha t which is absent amounts , to borro w a suitable ter m from lin-
guistics, to a čase of deixis, to a shift within th e spatio-tempora l orientatio n tha t consti -
tute s ou r sense of presence-in-the-world 31. 

Husserl' s phenomenolog y of meanin g and signification provide s th e basis for th e 
singling ou t of presencin g as an experienc e that , next to ideal objectivity, Stand s at th e 
foundatio n of any historica l consciousness . A brief review of th e place of ideal objecti -
vity in Husserl' s analysis of historicit y will help understan d th e effective value of pre -
sencin g and of th e interpla y between th e two. Meaning , accordin g to thi s philosophy , 
is an idea tha t is no t particula r to a specific occurrenc e (to an individua l or context) . 
Neithe r is it apsychi c reality . I t is an ideal object, articulat e though t itself, constitute d 
as th e same to separat e individual s and on different occasions . Thoug h in n o sense a 
conditio n of writing, writin g does , of course , fix thi s identit y beyon d any immediac y 
of its actualization . Th e immanen t phenomena l transparenc y of thi s idealit y Sedi-
ments , throug h writing, no t onl y worďs articulat e though t but a constanc y which 
maintain s a claim on being identifiabl e beyon d th e vicissitudes of th e passage of time . 
A topi č worth y of a separat e discussion , it shoul d be note d her e tha t thi s identit y of 
meaning , and therefor e its ideality , is th e outcom e of th e same proces s of repetitio n 
tha t continuousl y threaten s to dissolve it. I t is throug h th e repeate d usage, th e multi -
plicit y of perspectives , tha t an identit y is constitute d and it is because we 'have seen it 
before ' tha t we can identif y it again as th e same i n spite of th e changin g contex t of 
usage. Within th e larger discours e of culture , th e ideal objectivity of meanin g beco -
mes, as trace , th e object tha t is given th e trut h value of being 'original' , whethe r in th e 
logical (essential ) or in th e tempora l (prior ) sense. Idea l objects are th e conditio n of 
sense-histor y which always depend s on th e "having been before" of identit y to be-
com e th e "passing down " in history 3 2. (Th e developmen t of 18th centur y etymolog y 

"The essential propert y of deixis (the term comes from the Gree k word meanin g 'pointing ' or 
'showing') is tha t it determine s the structur e and interpretatio n of utterance s in relation to the 
time  and place of their occurrence , the identit y of the speaker and addressee, and objects and 
events in the actua l Situatio n of utterance" , L y o n s, J. : Language and Linguistics. An Intro -
duction . Cambridg e 1981, 170. The categories of person and tense are the most commo n 
forms of deictic shifters found in Indo-europea n languages. I am, of course , stretchin g the use 
of this term to cover a phenomeno n which, as is argued here , I do not conside r linguistic. 
H u s s e r l , E.: Origins of Geometry . In : The Crisis of Europea n Sciences and Transcen -
denta l Phenomenology . Evenston 1978,353-378 , speaks of Rückfrage (retur n inquiry) as the 
questionin g back throug h traditio n to the origin of ideality. The re-activation of the original 
sense is then dependen t on ideal objectivity. Constitute d as an identit y it in turn account s for 
the sense of traditio n and so for the very passing down of the ideality. "Thus, historicit y be-
comes possible throug h retur n inquir y and reactivation , and yet both are possible only be-
cause there is an origin and traditio n of ideal objects, because there is historicity" , L e a v e y, 
J.P.Jr. : Preface : Undecidable s and OldNames . In : Der r ida , J.: Edmun d Husserl' s Origin 
of Geometry : An Introduction . Stony Brook 1978, 12. But the ability to reawaken the origi-
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serveš as a poignan t example of th e scholasti c interes t in searchin g and findin g in th e 
text th e origina l though t of bygone years.) I t is clear from th e material s discussed her e 
tha t th e idealit y of meanin g provide d th e mechanis m for th e tracin g of th e sacred or se-
cular past within th e immediatel y given. We háve seen th e immanenc e of Go d find its 
moder n equivalen t in th e concep t of folk. Both are taken as self-eviden t and transcen -
den t and bot h háve been pivota l to th e social constructio n of, and concer n for, tradition. 

Thi s sense tha t on e can find within th e immediatel y given th e meaning/objec t tha t 
is, in itself, of th e past finds suppor t in th e sense tha t on e is in th e presenc e of this , 
otherwis e absent past . Historica l document s are said to speak to us from th e past , like 
Go d or th e folk, the y háve a voice. Thi s sense of presence is exactly what we mea n when 
we say tha t we are caugh t up in meanin g and it can be usefully analyzed , again in phe -
nomenologica l terms , as th e outcom e of th e asymmetrica l relatio n between th e appea -
ranc e of an expression and its meaning-intention . While bot h are lived through , we 
live soldy in th e "enactin g of sense, its meaning . And in so far as we do this , and yield 
ourselves to enactin g th e meaning-intention " Husser l continue s "our whole interes t 
center s upo n th e object intende d in ou r intentio n and name d by its means ." 3 3 Ou r en-
gagemen t with th e phenomena l aspect of th e signifier gives way th e momen t it releases 
us to th e signified. "The functio n of a word (or rathe r of an intuitiv e word presenta -
tion ) is to awaken a sense-conf errin g act in ourselves, to poin t to what is intended , . . . 
and to guide ou r interes t exclusively in thi s direction." 3 4 I t is on thi s interpla y within 
th e phenomena l aspect s of th e signifier, in th e relationshi p between th e passing aware-
ness of th e phenomeno n of signification as against th e meanin g intentio n tha t we are 
caugh t up in, tha t th e presencing Voice is manifest 35. 

nal sense is always threatene d by the sedimented , traditional , sense tha t Covers it up. This is 
because the sedimente d (historical ) sense is interactin g with the creatio n of new meanin g 
within the present . This in Husserl' s though t account s for the loss, not only of the original 
sense of things, but of the very čapacit y to reactivat e them and thus of being 'responsible ' for 
them . 

33 H u s s e r l , E. : LogicalInvestigations . Londo n 1970, 282. 
34 In the contex t of the presen t discussion of written relics, and bearing the deliberat e construc -

tion of the past by the RKZ forgers in mind , it is worth notin g Husserl' s use of the printe d 
word as an example of the asymmetr y discussed: Withou t its verbal character , it is but an ex-
terna l percep t like any other . Onc e the prin t function s as text its presentatio n is altered , "the 
word remain s intuitively present , maintain s its appearance , but we no longer inten d it, it no 
longer properl y is the object of our 'menta l activity'", Ibid. , 283. Jacque s D e r r i d a, in an 
early work devoted to this part of Husserl' s theor y of signs: Speech and Phenomen a and 
Othe r Essays on Husserl' s Theor y of Signs. Evansto n 1973, suggests tha t in this notio n of the 
'eff ervescenť signifier lies the very foundatio n of phenomenolog y as a philosoph y based on a 
primac y given to 'presence ' and argues furthe r tha t this is provided for by an insistenc e on 
'vocality' as the primar y expression of though t in language. Fo r where writing fixes the idea-
lity of meaning , speaking expresses this meanin g in the immediac y of the presen t throug h the 
breath , spirit of the voice. Thus it is the voice of presence , the ephemera l presenc e of the ma-
teriál sound of meanin g that , in being presenc e itself, places us in the midst (i. e., in the 
'sense') of meaning . 

3 5 A parallel may be drawn between Husserl' s crucia l insight regarding the effervescent charac -
ter of the signifier and his placemen t of intimatio n vis-a-vis meanin g in expression, accordin g 
to which an expression not only mean s but also intimates . The presenc e of meanin g implies 
the intentio n of communicatin g a thought . This them e takés on a particularl y semiotic deve-
lopmen t in Roma n J a k o b s o n ' s communicatio n mode l of language "Closing Statement : 
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The asymmetry, in which the phenomenological 'body' of the sign (a physical pre-
sence) dissolves the moment it is produced, is then responsible for the presencing we 
have spoken of36. In any actualization of intention, the exterior nature of the signifier 
(the sound and its fixation in the letter are 'real' objects) clothes the signified (always 
an ideal object by essence) with the presence of the intending consciousness itself. The 
apodicticity of meaning, the being in the articulate thought as object (in our case in 
the original thought of the historical other), is secured outside of meaning in the sense 
of presence provided by the apparent transcendence of the sign. Indeed, it is the physi-
cal aspect of the sign that places us in the presence of meaning, and it is the possible 
fixation of articulate thought, that is, the presence of conscious being of another hav-
ing of the world in expression, that accounts for thepotencia in the animatedpresencia 
of the written relics. For while the expression places us in the presence of meaning 
as ideality, its phenomenal presence constructs its clothing as the voice of the other's 
Being. 

This suggests a distinction lacking in Derrida's discussion of Husserl's metaphysics 
of presence37. If the analysis of the unequal rdationship between the phenomenal and 
meaningful dimensions of the sign discloses a voice as the actualizations of presence, 
then the description of the sign qua object in the constituting intentionality of cons-
cious life discloses this voice as a shifter. In the subject/object correlation of intentio-
nal consciousness the particular transcendent quality of the object meant corresponds 
to the equally specific position of the intending Ego. Consequently, any change in the 
positing of the object pole of experience is paralleled by a shift in the subject pole of its 
experiencing, that is to say, in Ego's manner of Being. To put it simply, in having an 
object one is placed in relation to it. Only this can account for the experience of sense-
recoverý beyond the expression's meaning, of the experience of the world as it was for 
the other, for the historiographer's ideal of recovering the past "as it really was"38. 

Linguistics and Poetics" in Sebeok, T. A. (ed.): Style and Language. Cambridge 1960, and 
most recently in Paul R i c o u e r ' s Interpretation Theory. Discourse and the Surplus of 
Meaning. Fort Worth 1976, discussion of the "illocutionary act" of discourse. Yet, while ex-
pression finds its fulfillment in meaning and it can be argued that there is no meaning without 
intimation, intimation itself need not coincide with the presence of meaning. 

36 This 'Being-in' (Dasein) meaning will, as D e r r i d a , Speech and Phenomena 1973,19, cor-
rectly observes, later became Husserl's notion of sense (Sinn) and contrasted with meaning 
(Bedeutung). This concept will develop from a generál phenomenological description of the 
presuppositional structure of conscious life, e. g., temporality and object Constitution (Ideen 
I), to his essentially kinesthetie theory of the living body as the fundamental presence in the 
world (Ideen II). But it is in his earlier Logical Investigations, that we éncounter this project 
in its initial, decisive, stage. 

37 D e r r i d a , Speech and Phenomena 1973. 
38 R i c o e u r , Interpretation Theory 1976, 92, wams against the Romanticist claim that what is 

appropriated by the reading of a text is the coincidence with the 'genious' of another author. 
The omnitemporality of meaning (as ideality) frees the text from its original author and Situa-
tion; "If we may be said to coincide with anything, it is not the inner life of another ego, but 
the disclosure of a possible way of looking at things, which is the genuine referrential power 
of the text." The present paper neither advocates the Romanticist ideal nor disagrees with 
Ricouer's analysis. The Statement that one is "placed in relation" to the text is based on the 
distinction between the noetic and noematic (the subjeetive and objeetive) poles of meaning 
and therefore focuses on the experience structure that aecompanies the intention of meaning. 
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Thu s beyon d th e phenomenalit y of th e voice tha t accomplishe s th e thematizatio n of 
meanin g only to děn y itself in th e process , ther e lies Ego's intentionalit y that , simi-
larly, account s for th e possible shifts in th e manne r in which we oceup y the world as 
object at th e cost of denyin g itself as well. Finally , th e reversal of this asymmetr y is no t 
only possible but desirable . In thematizin g th e sensual presentatio n of th e logos 
against its intuitiv e content , of th e sign qua signifier, bot h th e ancien t and moder n 
relics aim precisely at thi s primar y actualizatio n of presenc e in which meanin g remain s 
essentia l in th e role of ideal possibility. 

Th is presencin g and shifting aspect of th e voice, togethe r with ideal objectivity a cri-
tical componen t of historicity , lies outsid e of meaning , in sense. Fo r to say, tha t "we 
are condemne d to meaning " is simply to observe tha t when we speak we are as new to 
what we are saying as thos e who are listening , or , to pu t it in mor e radica l term s sugge-
sted by the place of writing in th e developmen t of cultura l identity , tha t the past can 
speak (as it often does) withou t having to say anythin g at all in orde r to animat e pre -
sence as th e potenc y we assign to th e externalize d intersubjectiv e 'other' , as spirituál , 
historica l or logical essence . 

The aim is to provide a descriptio n that would accoun t for the power of presencin g or, for ex-
ample , the Romanticis t claim. The objective truth of this "placing in the presenc e of the ab-
sent other " is not  argued here . 


