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E L I S A B E T H O F P O M E R A N I A 
A N E M P R E S S O F T H E L A T E M I D D L E A G E S 

Gisela Wilbertz 

Born in autumn 1346 and brought up at the court of her grandfather, King Casi-
mir III of Poland, Elisabeth of Pomerania became the fourth wife of Emperor Carl IV 
on Pentecost in 1363. In the context of desire to maintain the Roman Empire in its past 
glory, Carl IV probably thought about upgrading the role of his wife. Her coronation 
as Empress in 1368 can be viewed in this vein. As far as her character is concerned, 
Elisabeth of Pomerania can be seen a woman who, on the one hand, was shaped by her 
love for her husband, humility, and devoutness, and on the other hand, was interested 
in politics, loved luxury, and was self-confident. The last years of her life were spent 
as a widow living in Königgrätz, where she died on February 15, 1393. 

T H E B O H E M I A N A N D M O R A V I A N A R I S T O C R A C Y 
I N T H E 1 4 T H A N D 1 5 T H C E N T U R I E S 

Jaroslav Mezník 

The article gives an extensive overview of the development of the aristocracy in the 
Bohemian lands. The emergence of the term, "aristocracy", is explained. Subse-
quently the author examines the various factors which influenced developments be-
tween 1300 and 1500, including the Hussite Revolution. In this context it becomes evi-
dent that the aristocracy in Bohemia and in the rest of Europe, for that matter, should 
be viewed as a complex social structure. The author justifiably criticizes the neglect of 
this subject in Czech medieval studies for the past decades and offers insights into new 
attempts to make up for that neglect. 

T H E F O U N D A T I O N O F M O N A S T E R I E S I N T H E S O U T H E R N 
P A R T O F T H E G I A N T M O U N T A I N S F O O T H I L L S 

Rudolph M. Wlaschek 

The northeastern part of Bohemia was made accessible relatively late because of 
dense forestation and boggy areas which did not provide good conditions for coloni-
zation. Conditions were thus very limited for the founding of monasteries. In the 
middle of the 12th Century, the Teutonic Order founded the Miletin commendam as 
the first monastic settlement in the region. Other monasteries were built by the Augu-
stinians in Jermer in 1349 and by the Jesuits in Schurz in 1636. In 1706 the female order 
of the Celestines of the Annunciation was called to Gradlitz by Count Sporck. In 1736 
Count Sporck went to Prague and called the monastic order of the Brother Hospital-
liers of John of God to Kukus to care for ninety old and sick men. 


