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A N E P O C H AT T H E C R O S S R O A D S 

Ferdinand Seibt 

The author of this contribution takes the occasion of the publication of the collec-
tive work, Renaissance in Böhmen, to go beyond the art historical concerns of the vo
lume in Order to trace the generál social contours of the era in great strokes. On the one 
hand, the development of the Bohemian lands during this period, which is delimited 
by the Prague defenestrations of 1419 and 1618, has a particular position in the Eu
ropean context. Bohemia had been assured relative internal stability through the relig
ious tolerence decreed by the Kuttenberg Provincial Diet in 1485, which was broad-
ened with the adoption of the Confessio Bohemica in 1575. The stability was expressed 
in the remarkable increase in prosperity of all social strata. On the other hand, this 
sameBohemia became involvedin aworld political conflict of thefirst degree. Running 
through Bohemia was the border between two world views, whose irreconcilable 
polarity would determine the picture of the Coming era: Calvinism and tridentine 
Roman Catholicism. 

T H E E R A O F A R T A N D C U L T U R E 

Franz Matsche 

The collective work, Renaissance in Böhmen, unfolds in thirteen essays by well 
known Czech and German scholars a broad panorama of art and art historical topics. 
In addition to a historical introduction, the volume offers the reader a representative 
selection of particular examples of design from the period. The spectrum extends from 
secular and sacred architecture, across urban planning, interior decoration and furnis-
hings, arts and crafts, large-scale sculpture, the Kunstkammer of Rudolf II and the 
Tafelmalerei in his court, to humanist literatuře, the art of printing and the Romani-
zing of jurisprudence. The review is particularly concerned with the art historical 
aspects of this collective work, part of which is a detailed critique of some of the 
different essays. 


